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Search for my tongue and Hurricane Hits England both explore the ideas of
identity and a sense of belonging, though using different methods, and in a
different sense all together. Search for my tongue uses a tongue and
hurricane hits England uses a hurricane to explore the poems. A tongue and
hurricane is effective because it gives the reader something to visualise in
their mind, rather than just saying language in search for my tongue. A
hurricane also reflects the mayhem in the character’'s mind. A hurricane and
tongue are similar, as they both are typical of the characters’ original home.
Search for my tongue opens by being very personal with the reader by

saying ‘ you ask me what | mean by saying | have lost my tongue’.

This opens a close relationship between the reader and the character. Also
this indicates to the reader that the character is confused, as the character
opens an opportunity to answer the question that was never asked.
Enjambment indicates growing frustration particularly in the next few lines of
the poem, possibly because people don’t understand her, even though she
speaks a language she learnt so people would understand. She then
continues in the poem by directly laying the dilemma before them, and
demanding what they would do. This opening proves to be striking, because
it allows the reader to investigate for themselves the problems she has faced

or is facing.

Although, in Hurricane hits England, a narrator introduces the poem and her
situation, allowing the reader to empathise with the character. The author
refers to her new home as ‘ the landscape’, showing that the character does
not feel homely with the land. Half the night she lay awake’ proves it is the

night, where anything is possible and gives the reader the impression of
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gloominess, where forgotten memories return. * The howling ship of the
wind’, the word ‘ the’ implies that the narrator is referring to a particular
ship. The whole line is dream-like metaphor, the reader is given a chance to
imagine a gloomy ship in the night in the middle of a storm, which resembles
a haunting memory for the character, also telling the reader of how she

came to her new home.

This opening gradually builds a relationship, and gives a chance for the
readers to experience the haunting memory for themselves just as they can
investigate the problems themselves in search for my tongue. Both poems
then experience conflicts. In hurricane hits England, the hurricane ‘ is
gathering rage’, but the character is familiar with it, so she referstoitasa’
dark ancestral spectre’. dark because the character feels he is being taunted
with and ofcourse you don’t want a hurricane, and ancestral because he

feels close like a relative with blood-line, something which is part of him.

The verse ends with a line similar to an oxymoron showing confusion in his
mind. In search for my tongue, the author talks about two tongues, prone to
battle with each other. The * mother tongue’ is something very close to her,
like a mother is, and a ‘ foreign tongue’, something from somewhere else,

unknown and unfamiliar with. Whereas in search..

. the character tells the reader her situation, in hurricane it is still being
explored, demanding answers from her gods. Powerful metaphors are used
to ask the gods the questions. Just as there is a powerful extended metaphor

at the end of search, which shows the beauty of the mother tongue. In
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search for my tongue, the middle is in Gujerati, her native language. This

shows that it is part of her, in her heart.

It comes back to her, this reassurement resolves the poem, leaving the
person happy belonging to two cultures. | feel the * tongue’ is used to reflect
language, which is part of culture. Therefore | feel that the character is
actually talking about her culture, using her language as the most obvious
change. The first question where the character talks to themselves is when
the character asks ‘ o why is my heart unchained? ‘, which is separated from
the rest of the poem. This shows that the character is confused and torn
between what to feel. At the end the character is happy being reassured that
she has not forgotten her culture, whereas in hurricane, the character is
happy knowing she can belong in this new culture because it is still the

earth.
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