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The paper " History of Jamestown" is an outstanding example of a history 

assignment. The origin of Jamestown was traced specifically on May 14, 

1607, when a group of London entrepreneurs, d the Virginia Company, 

landed on the site of Jamestown, Virginia. The purpose of this journey was “ 

to establish a satellite English settlement in the Chesapeake region of North 

America.” (Virginia guidebook 1) Specifically, the 104 settlers were 

instructed by King James I of England to “ find gold and a water route to the 

Orient.” (ibid.) The name, Jamestown, was thereby derived from the king of 

England. The legendary site became the first permanent English settlement 

in America. There were three separate groups of settlers starting from the 

original group headed by Edward Maria Wingfield; the second group was 

known as the First Supply on January 1608 headed by Matthew Scrivner; and

the third group was the Second Supply settling on the fall of 1608 headed by

Captains Peter Winne and Richard Waldo (Preservation Virginia n. p.) These 

groups intermingled with the Indians and tribes of Powhatan Confederacy. 

Since the settlers where mostly composed of gentlemen, craftsmen, artisans,

and laborers, their journey was besieged by numerous problems, to wit: 

starvation, sustenance, Indian attacks, imposition of penalties for running 

away (“ shooting, hanging, burning and being broken on the wheel” 

(Brookhiser, 2)), chattel slavery, racism, and diseases (typhoid, dysentery, 

cancer), among others. The predominant successes of Jamestown were few: 

the tobacco farms which were initiated around 1612 and the system of 

democratic capitalism. The lives of the settlers depicted a journey filled with 

hopes but shaped with challenges and trials beyond survival. 
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