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Representatives of American Culture: Compose an essay focusing on the two representatives of American Culture (The American Flag & Disneyland) where you analyze how each of these respective entities have contributed to shaping, defining, challenging, and re-configuring American culture. In addition, be attentive to what the respective popularities of these emissaries of American culture tell us about our nation - what we like, what we respect, what we treasure. 
The American Flag and the Disneyland are two enduring symbols of American culture spanning generations. The American flag is strongly associated with the notions of patriotism and nationalism. The choice of design and color for the flag tells a story in itself. The blue and red colored flag with prominent stripes and stars represent the union of fifty states spanning the North American landscape. Beyond this basic symbolism, the flag has been associated with the nation’s progress in science and technology. For example, when Neil Armstrong and his colleagues in NASA successfully landed on the moon, it was the planting of the American Flag which served as the token purpose of the mission. At that time, the world was divided in two as a result of the Cold War. (Jolene & Couper, 2003, p. 328) 
The flag also represented the country in its military endeavors. Irrespective of political conditions and arenas of conflict, the flag has always been at the forefront of American military operations going back to the Declaration of Independence (Goode, 2002, p. 13). At the same time, it has been used by American citizens to express their dissent. For example, the mass demonstrations that followed American participation in the Vietnam War saw instances of flag burning. The same kind of protestation against American government’s policies is being repeated at present with respect to the issue of invasion of Iraq. In this case, it is an expression of dissent. It will not be an exaggeration to state that the American people are obsessed with the flag. (Jolene & Couper, 2003, p. 328) 
Disney world is a relatively recent entrant into the collective consciousness of American people. While it was started by Walt Disney to be an amusement park for children, gradually it had metamorphosed into a recreational center for the entire family. A lot can be discerned by studying what it offers to visitors. The most famous of its mascots, the Mickey Mouse, is a household name in America. The numerous animated cartoons produced by Walt Disney Incorporation, including a few iconic series, are a rite of passage for children born in America. The Disneyland is also an exhibition of American hospitality to foreign visitors. (Bryman, 1995, p. 221) 
Moreover, Disneyland is an economy unto itself, creating numerous job opportunities for American citizens. American people take great pride in their work and Disneyland had been an engine for creating jobs wherever it opens. This icon of popular entertainment also serves as an ambassador to all that is good in American culture. A testament to this is the fact that Disneyland has parks opened in several foreign countries (Bryman, 1995, p. 221). The Disneyland also represents American tastes and aspirations. While retaining its core appeal, the Disney parks have also evolved over the years to reflect social and cultural changes within the American mainstream. In other words, a study of the history of Disneyland over the last few decades will reveal parallel changes in the broader American society and culture (Chris, 1995, p. 12). Hence, both the American flag and Disneyland will continue to shape, define, challenge and re-configure American culture in the years to come. 
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