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First Assignment Augustine is trying to answer a very important question by
reading the Holly texts and he concludes that there is no evil. Nonetheless, |
cannot agree with such a conclusion since the evil exists alongside with the
good. Augustine provides lines concerning the way God will treat people and
it is noted that he will teach his way by “ forgiving all our sins” (Augustine Bk
7, Ch. 9, par. 14). It follows that sins really exist in the world since God will
see them and forgive them. | believe the universe is a balanced system
where good and evil are two indispensable parts. A human has to understand
what is bad to see what is good. It is impossible to judge without knowing
and experiencing. Therefore, God lets people face evil to make them
understand what good really is and how valuable it is. People appreciate
good after being exposed to evil. Otherwise, they would simply fail to know
what good means and why good is essential for them. It is a trivial metaphor
but it is very precise: there is no light without shadow and there can be no
good without evil. Hence, | do not agree with Augustine that evil does not
exist as evil is a part of the multifaceted world.

Second Assignment

Augustine is strongly opposing sex as he sees it as “ the vileness and the
shame” (Augustine Bk 8, Ch. 11, par. 26). The thinker sees attraction to sex
as certain kind of return to the life without God, i. e. life without knowledge
and enlightenment. He sees people as creatures who focus on their desires
that have nothing to do with their souls or a better world. This viewpoint is
similar to Cyprian’s views on sex. Both saints stress that people have to be
virtuous especially those who devote their lives to God. | agree that the

priest and those who devote themselves to God have to keep to celibate.
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However, people living in the secular world do not need to keep to such strict
rules. Otherwise, the humanity will simply cease to exist. At the same time,
there should be certain purity and men as well as women have to
understand that sex is only a part of their lives given by God. It is not a
human’s primary concern. People have to focus on self-development though
sex should not become something banned or stigmatic.

Third Assignment

Clearly, every individual desires to have a good family, a decent job, and
loyal friends. It is not a shameful desire. However, this is not the finite goal
as this is only certain premise for further development. A man can have
favorable conditions to live in and strive for self-development. Self-
development and impact on the world are two major goals of human life.
Making the world better is a complicated but achievable aim and every
person can do and has to strive for it. Thus, bringing up children to make
sure they are confident and capable people is one of ways to have an impact
on the world. Understanding some secrets of the universe or, in other words,
making scientific discoveries and transferring them to other people is
another way to make the world better. Therefore, the highest purpose of
human life is to gain knowledge and pass it to next generations. Ideally,
every person has to make the world better in any way: being virtuous and
compassionate, helping other people, contributing to solving global issues.
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