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Current Event & Delinquency There are innumerable cases of delinquents 

that receive widespread coverage in the news and social media outlets. 

Jacob Ind’s story is one of the cases of delinquency covered heavily in the 

news. The PBS website profiles Ind as serving a life sentence without parole. 

In December 17, 1992, 15-year-old Ind killed his abusive parents because of 

persistent abuse (PBS). Ind was a child offender, and in consequence, the 

judge did not give him a death penalty. 

Several causes and risk factors triggered the incident. Behavioral and social 

factors were the major risk factors that might have contributed to his 

criminal activity (Cole, Smith, & DeJong 40). He underwent child abuse from 

both parents. His father was physically abusive while his mother was 

emotionally abusive. He committed the offence because of the dissonance 

and social disorganization at home. Ind talked of repeated sexual 

molestation by his father in the bathroom, while his mother had bad moods 

that made her punish them for the slightest offense, such as watching the 

wrong TV station. Based on the social bond story, there was no social bond 

between Ind’s family structures; they were simply dysfunctional (Hirschi 58). 

The lack of social bond and weakening of the family structure caused his 

actions. 

The criminal justice responded by giving him life a life sentence without 

parole. The jury convicted him of two counts of first-degree murder as the 

bizarre incident meant his trial was as an adult. The judge argued that he 

was not old enough for the death penalty. Most people believe that a poor 

defense, lack of preparation, and the inability of Ind to take the stand to 

defend him, were major reasons for his conviction. Even so, there are 

pundits who believe that he was a disobedient boy in need of more freedom 
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from his parents, and in consequence, deserves his punishment, and even 

worse, the death penalty. Although he says he is comfortable in his cell, he is

still in search of an appeal and a new trial. 

In the main, and based on the social environment Ind existed in, the 

punishment was unjust. It is a vindictive and bizarre punishment for a 

teenager to go through a life sentence without parole for an offense done as 

a way out of abuse. The wealth of characteristics and circumstances that 

surround the offense is persuasive enough for a lesser sentence by the 

judge. The life sentence without parole was an ill-fated sentence for the 

young Jacob Ind. the death penalty and life sentences of imprisonment are 

both undesirable disciplinary measures because the cognitive ability in 

decision-making of such teenagers is undeveloped. This is especially severe 

concerning the risk factors that surrounded his actions. 

Jacob Ind represents several other delinquents that have received 

undesirable responses from the criminal justice system. The issue of children

serving life in prison is considerably rampant and they continue to receive 

media coverage. Nothing can justify the killing of one’s parents; neither can 

anything justify murder. Apparently, Ind regrets nothing after all those years,

although he jumped from one bad situation to another. He was neither 

severely mentally ill, nor was he dangerously anti-social. He was simply an 

abused child who saw no other way from his situation rather than the brutal 

elimination of his parents. The killings did not solve his problems, and this 

should be a lesson to other delinquents that believe in errant or violent 

behavior to solve their problems. 

Works Cited 

Cole, George, Smith, Christopher, & DeJong, Christina. Criminal Justice in 
https://assignbuster.com/current-event-delinquency/



 Current event and delinquency – Paper Example  Page 4

America (seventh 

Ed.). Belmont, CA: Wadsworth. 2014. 

Hirschi, T. (1969). Causes of delinquency. “ Key Idea: Hirschi’s Social 

Bond/Social Control 

Theory.” Berkeley: University of California Press. 

PBS. FRONTLINE. Profiles. Wgbh educational foundation. May 8, 2007. 

https://assignbuster.com/current-event-delinquency/


	Current event and delinquency

