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The National Anthem is a familiar tune to everybody. It is known as the Star

Spangled Banner. Today, the American National anthem is sung before many

different  events.  Some  of  those  events  include  sporting  events  and

presidential campaigns. The Star Spangled Banner is also notorious for its

confusing and almost impossible to sing lyrics. The Star Spangled Banner

was written by a second rate lawyer named Francis Scott Key. During the

war of 1812 Francis Scott Key was taken hostage on a British ship. 

He was  held  captive  there  during  the  Battle  of  Fort  McHenry  where  the

British ships were barraging the fort with rockets and artillery throughout the

night. But when the sun rose the next morning, Key found the American flag,

which only had 15 stars at the time, still  standing on the Fort. That even

inspired him to write the Star Spangled Banner which became our national

anthem in 1931 when congress made it official. The National Anthem is very

commonly used today. But not all of these instances are positive. 

For example before President Barack Obama became the president of the

United States, He once refused to put his right hand over his heart before the

playing of the Star Spangled Banner. As a defense he stated “ There are a lot

of people in the world to whom the American flag is a symbol of oppression.

And the anthem itself  conveys a war-like message. You know, the bombs

bursting in  air  and all.  ”  The bombs bursting in air  is  a part  of  the Star

Spangled Banner lyrics. This represented the survival of Fort McHenry during

the Battle of 1812. 

This  is  an  interesting  part  of  our  history  because  Barack  Obama  later

became our president. But because of this one event he will be known as our

president  that  refused  to  stand  and  honor  the  playing  of  the  National
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Anthem. During nation wide sporting events the National Anthem is played

before the game. This is seen when people go to a baseball game, they play

the  national  anthem before  they  begin  the  game.  The  National  Anthem

started first started to play during the 1918 World Series. It  was a game

between The Cubs and the Red Sox. 

The band started to play the National Anthem during the seventh-inning and

both teams faced the centerfield flag pole and stood at attention. From that

day on sporting events from all over the country started using the National

Anthem. But it is now most commonly played before the event not during.

The  National  Anthem  is  considered  a  very  difficult  song  to  sing.  Many

professional and amateur singers mess up when they sing the Star Spangled

Banner. For instance during the super bowl of 2011, Christina Aguilera was

requested to sing the national anthem before the game. 

During her performance she mixed up the lines and stirred frenzy amongst

the  crowd.  Christina  Aguilera  is  a  famous  pop  singer  in  America  so  this

proves  that  even  professional  singers  can  mess  up  singing  the  national

anthem. The National  Anthem is  America’s  song.  The National  Anthem is

used very widely among people of our country. It can be heard from sporting

events to presidential campaigns. Although the Star Spangled Banner is a

difficult song to sing it is still sung by many people young or old. This is our

National Anthem. 
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