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Topic: Lecturer: Presentation: Southern and Northern Slavery The southern 

and northern s varied in terms of the economic activities they engaged in. 

The southern economy was agricultural and depended on the cotton 

plantation. Due to the nature of work in the plantations, the states needed 

more cheap labor hence the use of slaves. The southern depended so much 

on the slaves that they were determined to maintain them at all cost (Duiker 

& Spielvogel, 497). The northern economy on the other hand, was based on 

agriculture and industry. The cotton harvested in the south was processed 

into finished products in the northern industries hence less need for labor. 

Due to industrialization, the north comprised of educated people both blacks 

and whites (Morgan, 68). 

As a result of the differences in northern and southern economies, 

perceptions about slavery also differed between the two economies. 

According to Morgan (68), the northern whites worked alongside the blacks 

in the industries and the blacks were not subjected to degradation. Some 

whites owned slaves who worked in farms and houses and one could buy 

his/her freedom. On contrary, the southern slaves did not mix with whites; 

they were slave societies. The African-American slaves were considered 

inferior to the whites hence subjected to hard work under poor working 

conditions. The northern was religious and believed in the unalienable rights 

of all human beings. Slavery was thus abolished in the north and all slaves 

freed. However, even after the emancipation proclamation by Lincoln, the 

south used Ku Klux Klan to maintain white supremacy; the blacks were 

denied the right to vote as they were inferior race. However, both the south 

and the north agreed that they were more superior since they were more 

educated and due to their color (Duiker & Spielvogel, 497-498). 
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Integrationist vs. Nationalist Views 

Frederick Douglass is considered the father of integration. He advocated for 

the abolition of slavery in America and believed in the virtues entailed in the 

declaration of independence; right to life, liberty and pursuit of happiness 

(Myers, 2011). He also believed that the blacks could enjoy the rights, 

privileges and immunities that were enjoyed by the whites. He advocated for

self-elevation or self-sufficiency to be able to acquire the same status as the 

whites. For him, dependency on the whites was out of question. The blacks 

needed education in order to be at the same level as the whites hence he 

advocated for removal of segregation in schools. All human beings are equal,

hence the whites and the blacks could perform same tasks, have same rights

of voting and property. This would lead to ownership of labor and 

consequently end of slavery. Voting rights would ensure the blacks were 

represented hence treated equally as the whites. Integration of the blacks 

with whites was thus necessary; African- Americans were to be regarded as 

citizens of America as they were equal to whites (Myers, 2011). 

The nationalists such as Martin Delany and Henry Highland Garnet 

advocated for Black Nationalism. They argued that the black race was equal 

to the white race as they could do what the whites were able to do or more. 

They thus advocated for creation of a black colony under black leadership for

racial uplifting. The key to black self-elevation was; education, self-sufficient 

economically, and moral lift. Emigration to Africa was to serve the purpose 

however; Martin did not see the need to get help from the whites while 

Garnet sought help from white missionaries to colonize Africa and establish a

black colony with western values making it equal to the whites or America 

(Tomek, 187-206). 
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I would agree with the integrationist ideas of Frederick Douglass. All human 

beings are equal and have unalienable rights hence the Americans and 

African-Americans should enjoy the same rights and privileges and work 

together for the common good so as to eliminate racism and white 

supremacy. The nationalist ideas are aimed at alienating the blacks and 

emphasize on colonization. This promotes racism and the whites continue to 

consider themselves as superior. 
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