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The Mongols were a nomadic group from Central Asia who Joined together 

under the rule of Changes Khan to conquer territory. The Mongols had an 

enormous affect on the territories it conquered. They generally took on 

thecultureof the peoples they conquered. In China, the Mongols modeled the 

government similar to China's but did not allow Chinese members to become

a part of the government. They also outlawed the civil service exam. 

In contrast in the Middle East, II-Khan allowed local government officials to 

stay in power and keep their rule as long as they continued to pay taxes. 

However in both regions the Mongol's encouraged trade and eliminated 

tariffs through their empire. In that way they boosted their economies. 

Politically the Mongols changed the system significantly in China. Although 

Kibble Khan, the ruler of China during the Mongol ruler tried to model the 

government after the Chinese bureaucracy as exemplified by his naming the 

dynasty, the Yuan dynasty ND keeping a strong centralized government with

regular tax payment. 

He also outlawed the civil service exam because the Mongols were not well 

educated. In Addition he only allowed Mongols to be a part of the 

government. In contrast, in the Middle East II-Khan kept the government 

very similar to how it had always been. The leaders of the Mongols converted

to Islam unlike the Mongols in China who didn't take on Confucianism, the 

Chinese tradition. The Mongols in the Middle East also allowed the current 

leader to remain intact as long as they continued to pay the taxes. 

Economically, the Mongols were very similar in China and the Middle East. In 

China the Mongols encouraged trade. They protected the Silk Roads from 
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invaders. An example of how the Mongol's encouraged and welcomed trade 

is with Marco Polo, a merchant who traveled all around Eurasia and wrote 

about his Journey and travels to the Yuan dynasty. Similarly in the Middle 

East the Mongols encouraged trade and specifically discouraged agriculture. 

The Mongols also eliminated tariffs throughout their empire. Because of this 

trade flourished in the Middle East as it did in China. 

The Mongol rule in China and the Middle East was very different politically in 

that the Mongols allowed the leaders in the Middle East to remain while in 

China they did not. In addition they took on the Middle Eastern culture more 

by converting to Islam while in China, they did not take on Confucianism. 

However the Mongols attempted to take on parts of the culture in both 

regions. Economically both the Mongols in China and the Middle East were 

similar. In both regions the Mongols encouraged trade and eliminated tariffs. 

Because of this trade flourished in this time period. 
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