
The first modern war

https://assignbuster.com/the-first-modern-war/
https://assignbuster.com/


The first modern war – Paper Example Page 2

The Civil War is often considered the first “ modern” American war for a 

variety of reasons. What was significant and wholly new about the war 

America waged war between the North and South during the Civil War Think 

in terms of technology, economy, and tactics. Also, how did the fighting of 

the war differ from the its beginning to its endCivil War one side (meaning 

the North) “ was wholly and eternally right,” while the other side (meaning 

the South) “ was wholly and eternally wrong.” I might cite those on the 

Southern side of the great controversy, equally sincere and fully as able, who

would have been glad to persuade posterity that the North was “ wholly and 

eternally wrong”; that her people waged war upon sister States who sought 

peacefully to set up a homogeneous government, and meditated no wrong 

or warfare upon the remaining sister States. These Southern leaders 

steadfastly maintained that the Southern people, in the exercise of the 

freedom and sovereign rights purchased by Revolutionary blood, were 

asserting a second independence according to the teachings and example of

their fathers. But what good is to come to the country from partisan 

utterances on either side My own well-considered and long-entertained 

opinion, my settled and profound conviction, the correctness of which the 

future will vindicate, is this: that the one thing which is “ wholly and eternally

wrong” is the effort of so-called statesmen to inject one-sided and jaundiced 

sentiments into the youth of the country in either section. 

Such sentiments are neither consistent with the truth of history, nor 

conducive to the future welfare and unity of the Republic. The assumption on

either side of all the righteousness and all the truth would produce a 

belittling arrogance, and an offensive intolerance of the opposing section; or,
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if either section could be persuaded that it was “ wholly and eternally 

wrong,” it would inevitably destroy the self-respect and manhood of its 

people. A far broader, more truthful, and statesmanlike view was presented 

by the Hon. A. E. Stevenson, of Illinois, then Vice-President of the United 

States, in his opening remarks as presiding officer at the dedication of the 

National Park at Chickamauga. 

In perfect accord with the sentiment of the occasion and the spirit which led 

to the establishment of this park as a bond of national brotherhood, Mr. 

Stevenson said: “ Here, in the dread tribunal of last resort, valor contended 

against valor. Here brave men struggled and died for the right as God gave 

them to see the right.” Mr. 

Stevenson was right — ” wholly and eternally right.” Truth, justice, and 

patriotism unite in proclaiming that both sides fought and suffered for liberty

as bequeathed by the Fathers–the one for liberty in the union of the States, 

the other for liberty in the independence of the States. http://www. pbs. 

org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2967. html 
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