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Population growth in Sydney is mostly due to natural increase (more births 

than deaths). The rest of Sydney's growth comes fromimmigration. Sydney 

has a population of 4. 1 million people and is expected to grow by 40, 000 

people a year for the next 25-30 years. 

People & Housing 

In Sydney, the average household is becoming smaller. This means more 

dwellings are needed to house the same number of people. This is becoming 

a problem and in the future, we will need around 23, 500 new homes every 

year. These dwellings will be flats, units and villas. 

Age Profile 

The population in Sydney is aging as people are living longer. The number of 

people aged over 65 will double in the next 25 years. 

p. 11 

I believethat these issues are good reflections of the problems in Sydney. 

From my experience, urban growth - high demand for growth, housing - a 

lack of space and smaller dwellings, ageing communities - a lack of facilities 

that care for the elderly, the protection of Sydney's natural environments - 

little park areas in the city, a lack of infrastructure, poor transport systems, 

and the time needed to travel outer Sydney are all issues that I have noticed.

TASK 4 
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The Government expresses a desire to be sustainable. Is this a realistic goal 

given the extent of the key issues facing Sydney? What do you think we 

should do? 

The government expresses a desire to be sustainable, but is this a realistic 

goal? I believe so, however, a lot of changes have to be made to achieve this

ambition of sustainability. Before it can be fully decided whether this 

statement is realistic and whether anything can be done about it there has to

be an analysis of the problems. 

Sydney's naturalenvironmentmakes it a beautiful and outgoing place to live. 

However, it won't stay like this forever. Cars are still a major contributor to 

poor metropolitan air quality. The city is facing many challenges in 

sustainably managing its natural and cultural resources to ensure they meet 

the needs of current and future residents of the region. 

It is getting harder and harder for Sydney to fund infrastructure which must 

be taken into consideration. The population is increasing due to higher birth 

rates and net migration, this increasing population means households are 

becoming smaller. Sydney also needs to provide quality jobs as it is a global 

city that attracts international investments and careers. 

We need to manage our use of natural resources more wisely. As a big city 

we consume large amounts of resources and dispose of large amounts of 

waste to landfill. The costs of building and maintaining infrastructure to 

supply water and energy to meet increasing consumption and population 

growth are extremely high. Apart from these major sustainability problems of

natural resources, employment, transport, housing, urban growth, 
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infrastructure and natural environment, there are other issues relating to 

lack of public space, ethnicity, crime, affordability, demographics and much, 

much more. 

As a team working community, Sydney may be able to change the forecasts 

and find sustainable ways with which to manage its issues. It needs to value 

the land that surrounds it so that trade-offs are clear. It could create balance 

between roads and public transport provision and use. It could build more 

facilities for walking and cycling. It needs to make the most of public 

transport, energy, water and waste facilities, school and hospitals before new

infrastructure is built. 

Well located land for industry, supported by transport and communications 

infrastructure, is also needed. A special challenge is to increase the number 

of quality jobs in western Sydney. New land development on Sydney's fringe 

will need to more elf-sustaining by providing services locally including a good

range of jobs, as well as access to transport, parks and community services, 

including schools and hospitals. If we link with the regions close by and try 

these sustainability problems there is a good chance that Sydney could 

become sustainable in the future. If we look after our environment, support a

competitive economy and create better places to live and work Sydney can 

reach sustainability. It is about improving the quality of life without leaving a 

burden on future generations. 
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