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e Examples of ethos in Civil Disobedience

When does Thoreau use ethos in Civil Disobedience?

Logos, Ethos and Pathos in “ Civil Disobedience” Henry David Thoreau uses
many examples of the logos, ethos and pathos appeals in his essay titled “
Civil Disobedience”. Thoreau’s ideals and opinions on the state of the
government in 1849 are represented throughout his essay, and he uses
logical reasoning, credible examples, and draws on the emotional appeals of
his audience to represent his thesis. Thoreau’s uses multiple analogies

presenting logical appeal, or logos, throughout his essay.

How does Thoreau use ethos in Civil Disobedience?

In particular, Thoreau compares the government to a standing army, “
objections which have been brought about against a standing army, and
there are many, and deserve to prevail, may also at last be brought about
against a standing government” (Thoreau 1). Thoreau’s point is that our
Constitution states that raising or having a standing army during times of
peace is illegal and unconstitutional, so government should be as well.
Thoreau uses logical reasoning to prove his opinion that government is
useless and takes power away from citizens. Thoreau uses credible evidence,

ethos, to back up his thesis as well.

Examples of ethos in Civil Disobedience

An example of credible evidence is when Thoreau uses the Mexican war as
an example of an “ abused and perverted” government. Thoreau claims that

the American citizens would not have wanted to engage in such an agressive
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war if government had not pushed the issue. He uses the war as an example
of a domineering government when he states “ witness the present Mexican
war, the work of comparatively a few individuals using the standing
government as their tool; for, in the outset, the people would not have
consented to this measure” (Thoreau 1). Lastly, Thoreau draws on emotional

appeals to further his point.

He speaks on the immense quality of American character, and how the
government has stood in the way of this character. Thoreau draws on
emotional appeals when stating “ the character inherent in the American
people has done all that has been accomplished; and it would have done
somewhat more, if the government had not sometimes gotten in its way”
(Thoreau 2). This is an example of the pathos appeal because Thoreau draws
on the emotions of the American citizens by showing how the unjust

government has shaped and obstructed the American character.

https://assignbuster.com/ethos-in-civil-disobedience/



	Ethos in civil disobedience
	When does Thoreau use ethos in Civil Disobedience?
	How does Thoreau use ethos in Civil Disobedience?
	Examples of ethos in Civil Disobedience


