
Human rights in a 
democratic south 
africa education

https://assignbuster.com/human-rights-in-a-democratic-south-africa-education/
https://assignbuster.com/human-rights-in-a-democratic-south-africa-education/
https://assignbuster.com/human-rights-in-a-democratic-south-africa-education/
https://assignbuster.com/


Human rights in a democratic south afric... – Paper Example Page 2

Contents 

 Web sites: 

In the South African Constitution, citizens are given many different rights. 

The right to instruction is specifically of import because it builds and mostly 

determines the hereafter of the following coevals. Since I am in a privileged 

place sing instruction, go toing a private school, I have decided to research 

the right to instruction of all South Africans. My purpose is to happen 

whether the right to instruction which are guaranteed in our fundamental law

to both kids and grownups are realised in the day-to-day lives of all South 

Africans. My research is focused on high school instruction ( i. e. Rate 8 to 

Rate 12 ) . This is the stage which forms the foundation for Matric 

consequences. Analyzing the Grade 12 consequences across all sectors of 

our population along with other primary and secondary beginnings will give a

good indicant of whether the right to Education is realised in South Africa. I 

predict that the rights to instruction are non fulfilled across all races and 

income groups in South Africa. 

Reappraisal of Literature 

The research done on bing information sing the right to Education in South 

Africa has been studied and is discussed below. The undermentioned 

secondary beginnings include a combination of angles runing from the Bill of 

Rights, the Popular Media ( concentrating on the recent Limpopo text edition 

crisis ) and Education Statistics of the last few old ages. There are many 

different point of views sing Education in South Africa, some foregrounding 

the corruptness and inefficiency, some concentrating on the transitional 
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stage we seem to be in, and others looking merely at the successes. 

Education is perceived in such different ways because different audiences 

look at different facets of the whole, i. e. the instructors, the base on balls 

rates or governmental direction. Looking holistically at the full state of affairs

will bring forth a clearer and more nonsubjective consequence. 

Beginning 1: The Constitution of South Africa, 4 February 1997, Chapter 2 – 

Bill of rights, Section 29 – Education 

When a careful survey is made of the rights to instruction as stipulated by 

the South African Constitution, one finds that every kid and grownup has the 

right to basic instruction every bit good as farther instruction. 

The province is chiefly responsible to supply the infra-structure in which its ‘ 

citizens could be educated. This implies that the province should supply 

sufficient school edifices, plenty capable learning staff to guarantee a 

healthy teacher-learner ratio, text editions and other educational stuffs. The 

instruction system should be free from favoritism on the footing of race, 

gender and linguistic communication. Education should be made available in 

all the official linguistic communications where at all practically possible. The

instruction system should besides do room for independent establishments 

which are registered with the province and supply criterions comparable to 

that of public educational establishments. 

Beginning 2: Articles by Greg Nicolson from the Daily Maverick 

2. 1 Limpopo ‘ s instruction crisis: The monetary value of incompetency and 

corruptness 
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It is vitally of import to hold an instruction system which can be trusted. This 

article deals with explicating the political relations behind the Limpopo text 

edition crisis. During a stamp procedure advertised by the Limpopo 

instruction section there were 23 possible stamps of which 22 were instantly 

disqualified on the footing of trifles. From this there was subsequently found 

that the one which was accepted, EduSolutions, had been pocketing money 

from the authorities throughout the procedure and has left the Limpopo 

schools without the necessary text editions and larning stuffs. 

2. 2 SA ‘ s instruction crisis: Limpopo STILL without books 

A recent disagreement in the Limpopo instruction section has exposed the 

instruction system as corrupt and incompetent. However while the issue is 

being investigated and addressed a big sum of Limpopo pupils were left 

without text editions and were unable to go on any acquisition. The 

earnestness of this state of affairs lies non merely in the fraud but the 

insufficiency of the mode in which pupils were left without any agencies to 

instruction until the center of the school twelvemonth. While the whole event

has become a political issue there is still no reply to the jobs which the pupils

face in their conflict for proper instruction. 

Beginning 3: Is South Africa carry throughing “ right to free instruction for 

all’A right? April 10, 2011A A· byA Akanyang MerementsiA A· inA Media, A 

Society 

This article discusses instruction in the universe and in South Africa and 

compares the criterion of instruction between South Africa and the universe. 

Not merely is focus put on the importance of instruction as a human right but
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it besides makes the reader aware of the big high school dropout rates and 

the negative effects thereof. The article discusses A4 as a theoretical 

account of appraisal which the instruction section needs to follow in order to 

work efficaciously. A4 is Availability, Accessibility, Acceptability and 

Adaptability. These four traits are critical in the section of instruction in 

South Africa. 

Beginning 4: The South African Department of Education – Action program 

14 June 2003 and Strategic Plan 9 March 2011 

In 2003 the South African instruction section confessed to a neglecting 

instruction system and put up a program of action in order to rectify and 

better the instruction system. It set guidelines in order to assist in countries 

which through community argument and school statistics had been found 

desiring. However, it is now about 10 old ages subsequently and this Action 

Plan is still needed. Similarly a Strategic Plan has late been drawn up for 

instruction in 2011 to 2014 ( published on 9 March 2011 ) . The demand for 

both of these programs highlights the defects in the South African instruction

system ; fortuitously there is a program to repair them. For this program to 

be efficaciously deployed, the basic instruction system needs more than 

paperwork. What finally happens to the kids in South African schools is that 

they are left without agencies to farther instruction while administrative 

issues are being addressed. The programs are at that place, but they are 

merely non being carried through. 

Beginning 5: Reinvent local instruction now byA Jon Tullett, Editor: News 

analysis, 
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11 Jul 2012 

This beginning uses several points runing from the Limpopo text edition 

crisis to our educational universe rankings to discourse the importance of a 

reinvented instruction system and the current deficiency of basic instruction 

in South Africa. Certain issues are addressed and possible solutions 

mentioned in order to travel South Africa frontward in instruction utilizing its 

resources and engineering. Recently South Africa was ranked out of 142 

states In the World Economic Forum ‘ s Global Competitiveness 2011-2012 

study. South Africa is in position133 sing the quality of the instruction 

systemA and in position138 for the quality of maths and scientific discipline 

instruction. These are non good statistics and clearly demo a mistake in the 

instruction system. As we are behind states such as Zimbabwe this quotation

mark from the article relates to many South Africans: 

“ When you think of some of the destitute, war-ravaged, bare states in the 

universe, it is sobering to thinkA they are all better than us. ” 

Beginning 6: Education statistics 2010 Published by the Department of Basic 

Education 

February 2012 

6. 1 Ratios, indexs, page 6 

Statisticss can be used to infer several facts ; in this instance ratios are 

presented to demo the effectivity in Numberss of the instruction section in 

South Africa. Specifically the ratios are the learner-educator ratio ( LER ) , 

learner-school ratio ( LSR ) and educator-school ratio ( ESR ) . The LER in 
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2010 was 29. 3: 1 and unluckily increased to 32. 2: 1 in 2011. In 2010 the 

LSR was 474: 1 which so besides increased to a ratio of 484. 5: 1 in 2011. In 

2011 the ESR had decreased to 16: 1 from 2010 ‘ s 16. 2: 1. These ratios 

( The LER, LSR and ESR ) are that of the Public and Independent schools 

throughout South Africa. 

6. 2 National Senior Certificate ( NSC ) base on balls rates 

When sing whether the right to instruction is fulfilled in South African high 

schools it is vitally of import to look at the degree of instruction provided 

from the beginning and throughout the class of Grade 8 to Rate 12. 

However, the degree of instruction can merely truly be clearly seen through 

analyzing the Grade 12 National Senior Certificate base on balls rates and 

related statistics. The overall national base on balls rate in 2010 in the NSC 

scrutiny was 67. 8 % . Although throughout the state more females than 

males wrote the NSC scrutiny, the base on balls rate for males was higher 

than that for females. There has been an addition from 62. 5 % ( 2008 ) to 

70. 2 % ( 2011 ) in Grade 12 concluding consequences in the last 4 old ages 

which is a good statistic but sing the degree of instruction it is problematic 

that base on balls rates are higher due to a lowering in instruction criterions 

as will be discussed below. 

Beginning 7: Rippling consequence of the lowering of criterions of basic 

instruction – 18 July 2012, Varsity SA 

The chief intent of the South African instruction section should non be simply

educating pupils but to fit scholars with that which is necessary to non 

merely base on balls Grade 12 but besides to be educated plenty for farther 
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surveies. This is of import because it is these pupils who will be responsible 

for transporting the state and taking over the South African economic system

therefore pupils need farther instruction and they need to be good plenty 

equipped for farther instruction. This article from Varsity SA raises concerns 

about the lowered NSC criterions which have led to an addition in base on 

balls rates. It is presently required that a pupil merely receive 30 % 

( therefore cognizing merely 30 % of the course of study ) in order to go 

through the NSC. Universities have become really unhappy with the big 

spread in criterion between Grade 12 and first twelvemonth of University 

surveies. This has a big impact on the state as a whole. Harmonizing to 

Statistics South Africa there are 4. 24 million unemployed people in South 

Africa. If the criterion of basic instruction continues diminishing it will ensue 

in unemployment increasing and non diminishing as expected by authorities.

Unless the instruction criterions are raised the mark set by authorities will 

non be achieved. 

Methodology 

When mentioning to the subject of Basic Education as a human right in South

Africa at high school degree, it is clear that research should run across all 

states and schools. Consequences obtained from a few questionnaires would 

non clearly and candidly suggest a consequence to the hypothesis of 

instruction as a Human Right. Therefore, other agencies of information, 

specifically secondary beginnings, needed to be collected and analysed. 
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The secondary beginnings collected provide a broad scope of thoughts and 

sentiments about the instruction system every bit good as facts and 

statistics from a assortment of beginnings. 

The secondary research conducted was from newspaper articles and 

cyberspace research. South African instruction has been the focal point of 

many newspapers, magazines and of the community as a whole, particularly 

with the Limpopo text edition crisis and statistics which were released this 

twelvemonth. Gathering research therefore became a day-to-day occupation 

of listening to intelligence studies, societal arguments and community 

treatments. 

Most of the research thoughts come from discoursing the subject with 

people, be it instructors, pupils, parents or any other South African citizen. 

Education touches every individual South African in one manner or another 

therefore it is vitally of import to hear what South Africa has to state about 

instruction and how it impacts their lives. 

Articles seen online and in newspapers were recorded and every clip a new 

issue about instruction was raised the subject was recorded. Then internet 

research was done on the list of information and the articles found. More on-

line research was done in order to garner other beginnings and specifically 

statistics from done studies and from Statistics South Africa. 

Both quantitive and qualitive information is used ; quantitive informations 

such as statistics and ratios and the qualitive informations include studies, 

articles, sentiments, interviews and other literature. 
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Sing the big ‘ gap ‘ between high school instruction and university instruction

it was of import to hold first manus research of the degree of pupils come 

ining university. A senior accounting lector of the University of 

Witwatersrand, Mrs. Belinda Breytenbach, was contacted and an interview 

set up. Here farther penetration into the defects of the instruction system 

was revealed. 

Interview inquiries: 

Do you believe that the right to instruction in South Africa for high school 

pupils is being fulfilled? 

Why or why non? 

Is it true that there is a turning concern sing the cognitive abilities of first 

twelvemonth pupils who have completed the NSC? 

Could you describe the academic degree of the first twelvemonth accounting

pupils in general? 

What would you state is the individual biggest demand among pupils 

academically? 

How high are the university dropout rates and make you believe that they 

are increased due to the instruction pupils receive in high school? 

Is there cause for concern about the lowered criterions which increase the 

base on balls rates of scholars composing the NSC? 
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With English being the medium of direction how would you rate the 

proficiency of the norm first twelvemonth pupil? 

What do you believe are the chief countries of concern in the basic 

instruction system of South Africa? 

Make you meet troubles in your field of work which is due to the deficiency 

of proper instruction for high school pupil? 

Do you believe that instruction in South Africa is viewed more negatively due

to pigeonhole? 

Are at that place plenty chances for pupils who do non have university 

credence? 

Do you believe that the big sums of pupils who after having the NSC do non 

have university credence straight increase the unemployment rate and 

impact the South African economic system? 

If so, why? 

What would you propose the South African Department of Education do to 

foster the instruction system? 

Processing of findings 

The bulk of research stuff is secondary beginnings. Therefore decisions and 

consequences need to be taken from the literature, graphs and ratios used. 
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From this graph it is clear that by far the bulk of scholars in South Africa 

attend Public Schools. For this ground it is vitally of import that the South 

African Education System is successfully carry throughing the basic right to 

Education as set out in the Bill of Rights. Below all the beginnings from the 

Literature Review are analyzed and interpreted in order to find whether this 

right is fulfilled throughout the state. 

Analyzing the Limpopo text edition crisis, it is rather clear that corruptness 

and a deficiency of unity caused scholars to endure great loss in footings of 

larning stuffs and finally in footings of clip wasted. There is still no clear 

program of action for the successful bringing of larning stuffs for 2014. 

Ultimately both articles prove the point that authorities functionaries are 

more concerned about playing political relations than about the existent 

instruction of scholars, who in bend become the victims of dishonesty. The 

Education Department should hold a careful expression at their precedences 

and put the scholars foremost. 

When comparing South African Education to the remainder of the World, 

South Africa has the 5th worst instruction system of all the states reviewed. 

This puts us behind a state such as Zimbabwe, which in itself should raise 

grave concern. The current instruction system disappoints in footings of 

bringing of consequences every bit good as in footings of development. It is 

rather clear that the academic treatment of the job has been done and the 

replies are on the tabular array, nevertheless, the execution of the Strategic 

Plan calls for responsible persons to be monitored by the system. The SA 

Education Department has the leotardss thoughts but has non succeeded in 

conveying them into action. This in itself might be a consequence of inferior 
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instructor preparation processs and high spots the demand for proper 

instruction on a secondary and a third degree. Too much clip is spent on the 

disposal and treatment of the job, and excessively small on the existent 

execution and monitoring of the system. 

When analysing the current instruction state of affairs it is of import to 

construe ratios and statistics. Between 2009 and 2010 the Learner – 

Educator ratio increased which means that instructors had bigger categories 

and more scholars had less single attending from the instructor. The Learner 

– School ratio besides increased, foregrounding the demand for more school 

edifices. The Educator – School ratio decreased, demoing that although 

learner Numberss increased, the sum of instructors decreased. These ratios 

are an indicant of the negative development of the full system, adding 

unneeded emphasis and work load to instructors. 

The Grade 12 consequences of 2009 and 2010 are displayed below. At first 

glimpse the addition in base on balls rate looks positive. However, the 

existent figure of pupils who performed better did non increase, but the 

demand to go through decreased to a lower criterion and hence the base on 

balls rate increased. 

In an interview with a senior accounting lector from the University of the 

Witwatersrand, Mrs. Belinda Breytenbach, the undermentioned information 

emerged: 

High School instruction is non equal and many scholars are taught by 

unqualified instructors. Lectors sit with the job of pupils non holding the 
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necessary linguistic communication or mathematical accomplishments to 

understand the work content. 

This makes learning really hard and emphasizes the demand for better 

instruction on a higher criterion. One of the biggest jobs is a deficiency of 

English proficiency. 

When looking at the university dropout rate and the degree of 

comprehension of these pupils, it is surely cause for concern. Dropout rates 

are high and base on balls rates are low among first twelvemonth pupils. 

When looking at Mrs Breytenbach ‘ s replies to the questionnaire, the tax 

write-off is made that Education on a third degree is badly hampered by 

inferior learning on a secondary degree. 

Interview Response: 

Do you believe that the right to instruction in South Africa for high school 

pupils is being fulfilled? 

No. 

Why or why non? 

Several factors contribute but among them is the insufficiency of instruction, 

the demand for schools and qualified pedagogues. The text edition crisis is 

another illustration. 

Is it true that there is a turning concern sing the cognitive abilities of first 

twelvemonth pupils who have completed the NSC? 
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Yes, First twelvemonth accounting base on balls rates are low. The 

mathematic and English accomplishments of the pupils are below the 

needed criterion. 

Could you describe the academic degree of the first twelvemonth accounting

pupils in general? 

It is decidedly below the expected degree at University. We find that most 

pupils are on about a Grade 10 and 11 criterion and this makes learning 

more hard. 

What would you state is the individual biggest demand among pupils 

academically? 

English reading and composing accomplishments. Students struggle with 

authorship and have extreme trouble with their comprehension 

accomplishments. 

How high are the university dropout rates and make you believe that they 

are increased due to the instruction pupils receive in high school? 

Yes I do, the dropout rate is comparatively high for university ( + 30 – 40 % )

. 

Is there cause for concern about the lowered criterions which increase the 

base on balls rates of scholars composing the NSC? 

Yes, people are less equipt to go through at University. 
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With English being the medium of direction how would you rate the 

proficiency of the norm first twelvemonth pupil? 

English is hapless. The bulk of pupils are non first linguistic communication 

English talkers. 

What do you believe are the chief countries of concern in the basic 

instruction system of South Africa? 

The instruction and makings of the instructors themselves along with the fact

that many scholars are go throughing to the following grade/level without 

really holding the needed cognition. 

Make you meet troubles in your field of work which is due to the deficiency 

of proper instruction for high school pupil? 

Yes, they can non hold on the accounting constructs due to a deficiency of 

English accomplishments along with basic mathematical and accounting 

cognition which although required is non really present. 

Do you believe that instruction in South Africa is viewed more negatively due

to pigeonhole? 

Yes, but it is non merely due to stereotypes. The deficiency of proper 

instruction is a job I deal with on a day-to-day footing at the University. 

Are at that place plenty chances for pupils who do non have university 

credence? 
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Yes, the chances exist but pupils are non equipped good plenty and merely 

make non ever use the opportunities they are given. 

Do you believe that the big sums of pupils who after having the NSC do non 

have university credence straight increase the unemployment rate and 

impact the South African economic system? 

Yes 

If so why? 

Many pupils have passed class 12 and have received the NSC but the degree

is excessively low and therefore pupils ca n’t acquire university credence 

and are non good plenty prepared to be able to work as portion of a turning 

economic system. 

What would you propose the South African Department of Education do to 

foster the instruction system? 

Ensure that instructors are decently qualified. Try to concentrate on dividing 

political relations and instruction in all facets. Supply more schools and 

chances. One manner of making this is by fall ining in on undertakings 

similar to one we run at the University of Witwatersrand, it is called the Wits 

Soweto schools undertaking and it is where university lectors go to assist 

tutor school kids in rural or underprivileged countries. 

Decision 
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Having studied the instruction system in South Africa over a period of month 

and with the aid of primary and secondary beginnings, a decision has been 

reached. 

As predicted in the hypothesis the human right to basic instruction in South 

Africa is non fulfilled on a satisfactory degree nationally. There are non 

adequate school edifices, there are non plenty qualified instructors, larning 

stuffs do non ever reach the scholars and finally the degree of instruction is 

excessively low to fix scholars for third surveies. 

There are many different grounds for the current jobs within the Education 

System, and one of the biggest grounds is that unqualified instructors teach, 

which perpetuates the job. This national job needs to be addressed with a 

long term position, making chances for staff development, improved teacher 

preparation and careful disposal of resources and plans. The strategic 

program should be actively enforced and the precedence of the South 

African Education Department should be the scholars. 

The system needs to be invariably reviewed and adjusted in the visible 

radiation of international criterions. It is imperative that weak scholars 

should be supported and helped to accomplish, instead than to take down 

criterions in an attempt to increase base on balls rates. 

The biggest restriction of the above treatment is that there is no mention to 

kids who are non even portion of any schooling system and non accounted 

for in any statistics. 
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Several of the secondary beginnings could be biased as it is written from an 

persons ‘ position although facts and statistics were used. 

Making this research undertaking has opened my eyes to the complexness of

the South African state of affairs with peculiar mention to the instruction 

system. It does non hold a simple solution ; neither does it hold a individual 

contributing factor. There are legion jobs complecting doing even bigger jobs

and one would necessitate great wisdom, immense resources and a batch of 

finding to even get down turn toing these jobs. Great leading is needed in 

this respect. 
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