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Robert’s Rules of Order is an excellent resource that helps parliamentarians 

develop adequate procedures and institute ways to cope with chaos in group

discussions. With a few common- sense but relevant points, the book makes 

an invaluable contribution to the organization of the procedure. The main 

points of the book help ensure democratic nature of the proceedings and 

design a process that will bring out the will of the majority of participants. 

The main idea of Robert’s Rules of Order is to guarantee that the assembly 

takes the needs of each and everyone into account. The group proceedings 

should take place in such a way that all issues are discussed at length, until 

the opinion of each member is accounted for. This is the main rule of 

deliberative assemblies: the final decision has to be passed only after the 

group debates all relevant issues in depth. Under the principles of the book, 

it is imperative the majority take the interests of the minority into account. 

There are also some more specific issues related to assemblies and the way 

they can make better and more democratic decisions discussed in the book. 

In the first place, the person should secure the right to speak through a 

strictly delineated procedure involving asking for the permission from the 

chairman. This right, in the opinion of the authors, belongs to the one who 

was the first to rise from the seat when the last person finished talking. 

There is no right to obtain the floor when one has raised a hand, and queuing

for the right to speak is strongly discouraged in the book. Debate should 

start only following the presentation of the issue by the Chairman. 

In this case, the presentation of the motion or resolution is followed by the 

Chair’s request for comments and questions. The vote begins when no 

https://assignbuster.com/roberts-rules-of-order-essay/



Robert’s rules of order essay – Paper Example Page 3

person requests the right to share one’s views after the Chair’s request. The 

motion can be modified before the Chair has announced it. These 

modifications come at the proposal of the members of the assembly. The 

mover also has the right to modify the motion even in case the seconder 

does not consent to the modification. 

There are also ways to influence the decision made such as the “ 

amendment” and the “ motion to postpone”. Immediately before the vote, 

the chair asks the “ immediately pending question”. The participant of the 

assembly who moves this question has a preferential right to speak at this 

point of the process. The turns to the floor are also set in a predetermined 

way. In fact, no person should be speaking a second time before everyone 

has had to speak for the first time. 

When the members of the assembly are talking, their comments and 

suggestions should be directed toward the chair, not the fellow participants. 

Robert’s Rules of Order also state explicitly the agenda is merely a tentative 

outline for the meeting. In fact, each person should have the right to modify 

agenda or make other alterations if deemed fit. The book has guidelines for a

variety of specific occasions. 

These guidelines are embodied in specific rules that have distinct names: “ 

Point of Privilege”, “ Parliamentary Inquiry”, “ Point of Motion”, etc. These 

rules serve to sort out situations when conflict can potentially arise and 

come up with adequate solutions. Overall, Robert’s Rules of Order is a highly 

effective framework for organized meetings. Initially intended as a set of 
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guidelines for the Parliament’s procedures, it can be adopted at virtually any 

organization. 

This is why a number of groups make use of these rules to make their 

meetings democratic and more effective. 
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