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The New Deal How did the New Deal reshape American politics and 

economics between 1929 and 1940? 

The economics of the US was undergoing a big blow from the depression 

that did not seem to end and the rates of unemployment were an all-time 

high similarly to the prices of food and other commodities. The Roosevelt’s 

administration came up with the aspect called “ New deal” which featured a 

series of changes and improvements in the government both federal and 

state and which would in turn better the lives of the people and counteract 

the effects of the depression. The new deal was done in two phases and both

had effects on the economic and political wellbeing of the Americans. 

On an economic front, the lives of the Americans started improving as they 

gained employment even though the wages were still lower and the working 

conditions were deplorable (I am Marching, p. 3). Employment was created 

through the numerous projects the federal government authorized through 

various acts. There were acts such as Works Progress Administration (WPA) 

which offered jobs to hundreds and thousands of the unemployed working in 

the projects such as building bridges, post offices and schools amongst many

others. There was the Federal Emergency Relief Administration set up to 

provide relief in terms of money through the local governments among many

others (Out of Many, p. 634). 

On the political front, the federal and state governments were in agreement 

over the deal even though this was not the initial reaction. The federal 

government controlled the money but eventually came to an agreement with

the state government to be making decisions on disbursement of the money 

once it reached that level. This however further brought political divisions as 

most African-Americans were denied the relief by the state government. 
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Specifically, consider the government’s use of regulation and social service 

programs developed in this period 

The government developed programs in line with the new deal and some of 

these were social service programs involving the women, children and the 

disabled in the society. The women for example had their own employment 

agencies different from that of the men and they were offered employment 

in areas that were not as difficult as that of the men. These included 

domestic employments such as cooking and serving for the miners and 

washing the utensils among others (America writes to their leaders, p. 1). 

They regulated these social services because they were trying to give 

employment to all genders keeping in mind the fact that with depression, 

many men disappeared from their homes and women were left to provide for

their children. The new deals led to creation of employments but no 

regulation on wages and working conditions. There was therefore an 

increase in strikes from the workers and the perpetrators were the men. The 

women were later forced to participate even though they did not seem 

enthusiastic about the idea. 

The regulations had both negative and positive outcomes as mentioned 

above but the one reason that made it come up with the regulations was to 

provide special considerations to different categories of people in the 

government. The social services programs provided relief food and money to

the most needy and helpless in society ensuring they did not die of hunger 

while the others went to work or to seek employment. 
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