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Humans seem to have never stopped exploring the outer space since their
inception. In 1969, astronauts landed on the moon, which represented a
landmark in humans’ history. In similar fashion, humans intend to send a
manned spacecraft to Mars. The mystery of Mars is always fascinating to
humans on earth throughout the history. Some powerful nations are
competing for space exploration, especially for a Mars mission. However,
some people argue that a Mars mission is a considerable risk currently.
Personally, | strongly believe that the benefits could surely far outweigh the
risks. Opponents claim that a Mars mission may be the most expensive
expedition in U. S. history. In 1989 NASA estimated that a people-to-Mars
would cost $400 billion, which inflates to $600 billion today. However, such
an argument neglects a fact that a Mars mission may allow humans to know
more about the Earth. Due to Mars’ similarity to earth, humans have the
potential to find some primitive forms of life on Mars. It’s important to note
that scientists have found evidence of water on Mars. Recently, scientists

have successfully used robotics to analyze the compound of rocks on Mars.

If people were sent to Mars some day, they could investigate the results in
depth. According to Thomas Gangale, “ If Mars is dead now, but was once
alive, understanding how Mars died may give us a crucial understanding of
how close we are coming to killing the Earth.” The more we know about the
neighboring planet, the better we will treat the living things on earth.
Humans will get a different perspective on life at that time. Opponents also
maintain that a Mars mission is a blind competition for the leading position in
science and technology. However, this judgment is dogmatic. Despite the

fact that many powerful nations and space agencies attempt the space
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exploration, sending a manned spacecraft to Mars evinces the reinforcement
of the national military. For instance, Chinese scientists are in pursuit of
sending a spacecraft to the moon. Similarly, the European Space Agency
(ESA) has an ambition of a Mars mission in the 2030s. As it’'s known to all,

the United States has a great status in space exploration.

Therefore, many people believe that achieving such a complex task will help
U. S. reinforce its status as a leader in science and technology. The final
argument proposed by opponents is that a Mars mission goes against many
other competing needs for money. It may be true, because society possibly
reduce the expenses on health care, education and environment.
Nonetheless, it is well worth exploring the Mars. As we enter the 21th
century, various countries across the world are faced with many challenges,
such as overpopulation, shortage of resources, global warming as well as

environmental pollution.

Hence, it is urgent for humans to find another planet to reconstruct our
home. Among the solar system, Mars is the best choice. Why not seize the
opportunity to go to Mars? It might be a new solution to solve those
problems. In summary, humans should make efforts to a Mars mission. In the
short term, it is complex to achieve the goal. However, various countries
across the world should friendly cooperate with other countries and attach
great importance to a Mars mission. On the one hand, humans should
treasure the limited natural resources on earth. On the other hand, humans
should keep the pace of send a manned flight to Mars. Our common ground

is that to protect our planet and seek to find a better place to live.
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