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As the saying goes, knowledge is power. As young people we get our knowledge from school. 
Everything has been built on itself throughout our grade-levels. There are lenient standards so schools and teachers know what to teach. English is a great example of this; we have been learning to read write and communicate since kindergarten and now in high school we continue to build our skills in these three areas. In elementary school and middle school it didn’t matter how our teachers taught us using what lesson plans because we got the basic idea. But now we are in high school, it matters! Colleges, parents, and we as students need to know exactly what we are learning just as teachers need to be sure of what they are teaching. 
The English curriculum standards don’t do a great job in helping out with that. In fact, the standards for English grades 9-12 are all together, while grades k-8 have individual standards. These so-called standards basically say something like ‘ students enhance reading comprehension skills’ or ‘ students participate in group discussions.’ That doesn’t tell my mom that I am reading one of Shakespeare’s plays. I believe that there should be stricter curriculum standards if not state wide, then by school district. There should be a place where everyone can look to see grade-by-grade, unit-by-unit curriculum for each grade individually for high school English classes. 
If high school English classes had stricter curriculum standards colleges would be able to know that a student studied grammar in depth or that they read one of Dickens’s novels. Parents would be able to look to see what his or her son or daughter is learning and why it is important. Home-schooled students could stay on track with those students who are in a public school. Those are all beneficial reasons for people outside of our direct classroom, but this isn’t all about the people that are curios about what takes place in English. Stricter English standards in high school would also benefit the students. 
In this day and age of texting and myspace, students ask friends for homework help before they ask their teachers; which make the lives of both parties easier. However if the two friends asking each other for help aren’t learning the same thing there is no way for this to even work. Teachers may say that standardizing English classes would be difficult, and the initial change probably would be. But after the first year of teaching the same material, I believe this would actually make lesson plans easier for teachers to create. They could spend less time looking for good material to use in class because more than one teacher is doing the looking. Creating stricter English standards would be a great way to inform those who want to be informed. 
Our educators will always be able to put their own spin on the material they are teaching us. But why not make our English classes more organized and on topic with other English classes. 
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