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Marriage versus Living Together When couples live together prior to getting 

married, they enable themselves to gain an idea of what marriage will belike,

at least that is the general idea. There is a wide-spread believe that “ Before 

individuals marry, they create for themselves images of what marriage is like

and expectations for what they hope to gain by marrying” (Barich & Bielby, 

p. 140). Many couples believe that the best way to clarify what they may be 

able to expect from marriage to a particular partner is to live together for 

some time prior to getting married. However, the argument has been made 

that the very process of living together prior to getting married eliminates 

the desire of the couple to marry at all: “ As more young adults have delayed

marriage, more of them have contributed to the recent upsurge in marriage-

like behavior before they marry” (Glick, p. 14). There are those who argue 

that recent research concerning various aspects of interpersonal relations in 

romantic couples is based on married couples. Individuals who merely 

cohabitate are not likely to be as effected by the “ increasing emphasis on 

the role of cognitive factors in marital functioning” (Baucom et al, p. 209) 
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