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Brief History of Human Rights: In the course of human events, Battles have

not changed the shape and structure of  human society but,  philosophical

movements are mainly responsible for revolutionizing the social, political and

national character of human society. The basic code of human rights was

introduced by Islamicphilosophyand it is universal recognition for liberty of

thoughts, freedom of religious belief and equality of opportunity and rights.

In today’s world the UN charter of human rights serves as the foundation of

the declaration of human rights. 

It sums up the definition of human rights quite precisely “ All human beings

are born free and equal in dignity and rights . They are endowed with reason

and conscience and should act toward one another in a spirit of brotherhood.

”  The  UN  Charter  of  Human  Rights  Article  1

------------------------------------------------- Human Rights in Pakistan: At the time of

creation  of  Pakistan,  the  first  basic  charter  adopted  by  the  legislative

assembly was the “ objectives  resolution”.  It  declaredfreedom of  speech,

thoughts and movement, and religion for every citizen. 

The  people  were  to  have  equal  status  and  equal  rights  for  education

andhealthin the state of Pakistan. The first constitution of 1956 provided civil

liberties  for  every  Pakistani.  The  state  of  Pakistan  declared  as  “  Islamic

republic of Pakistan” would protect basic rights of every citizen, irrespective

of  color,  race  and  religion.  With  democratic  Process  present  constitution

(1973 constitution) was passed by National Assembly, Which adopted all the

human rights charter presented in the “ Resolution of objects”. This ensured

that by law every citizen was granted proper rights. 

https://assignbuster.com/human-rights/



 Human rights – Paper Example Page 4

In fact, the state infrastructure is lacking in solid framework. Therefore, in

Pakistan protection of human rights for general public is not possible at all.

The condition is practically hopeless; there is a vital need for N. G. Os to

work in  the field of  human rights  for  women and children.  Purpose:  This

paper on “ Status of human rights in Pakistan” will provide proper guide lines

to  the  line  of  action  for  improvement  of  human  rights  status  in  the

underdeveloped  nations  like  Pakistan.  It  will  surely  be  helpful  in

understanding short comings in this field, thus the better improvement will

result. 

We  hope  that  this  article  on  human  rights  in  Pakistan  is  a  positive  and

practical  contribution  in  the  research  work  for  human rights  in  Pakistan.

Human Rights can be divided into a broad range of categories, such as: *

Labor  Rights  *  Children’s  Rights  *  Women’s  rights  *  Rights  of  a citizen *

Rights of elderly people Detailed investigation is conducted on each of these

categories. Special emphasis is given to the issue of implementation of these

rights  in  Pakistan.  Some other aspects  are also discussed to  give proper

insight into the condition of human rights in Pakistan. 

Children’s Rights: “ All citizens are equal before law and entitled to equal

protection of law”. (Article 25(1) of the Pakistani Constitution). In the article,

equality aims as securing the well-being of the people, irrespective of sex,

caste, creed or race, by raising their standard of living, by preventing the

concentration  of  wealth  and  means  of  production  and  distribution  in  the

hands of a few to the detriment of general interest and by ensuring equitable

adjustment of rights between employers and employees, and landlords and

tenants. 
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All citizens should be bestowed with all the resources available in the country

irrespective  of  age.  Definition  of  children  rights  Children's  rights are

the human rights of children with particular attention to the rights of special

protection and care afforded to the young, including their right to association

with  both biological  parents, human  identity as  well  as  the  basic  needs

forfood,  universal  state-paid  education,  health  care  and  criminal  laws

appropriate for the age and development of the child. 

A child is anyhuman beingbelow the age of eighteen years, unless under the

law  applicable  to  the  child, majority is  attained  earlier.  A  child  is  not

considered an adult. His parents and guardians are supposed to be guard

and  protect  the  interests  of  children.  A  person  is  considered  underage,

unless  he/she  reaches  the  age  of  18  years.  History  of  Children’s  Right

Movement:  The Children's  Rights Movement is  a  historical  and  modern

movement committed to the acknowledgment, expansion, and/or regression

of the rights of children around the world. 

The Children's Rights Movement was born in the 19th century. In 1938, Fair

Labor Standard Act was signed which placed limits on many forms of child

labor. The Child Rights Information Network, or CRIN, formed in 1983, is the

group  of  1,  600 non-governmental  organizations from  around  the  world

which advocate for the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of

the  Child.  Organization's  report  about  their  country’s  progress  towards

implementation of the laws, so do governments. Children’s Right in Pakistan:

Pakistan ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child on 12 November

1990,  making  a  reservation  on  interpreting  its  provisions  following  the

principles  of  Islamic  laws  and  values.  Pakistan  is  a  party  to  other
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international instruments aiming at directly or indirectly improving the rights

of the child. General observations on the situation of children in Pakistan:

Children in Army: War in Afghanistan and the conflict of Jammu and Kashmir

have  strongly  affected  Pakistani  civilians,  and  among  them  especially

children. 

Living  in  a  conflict  context  hinders  the  survival  and  development  that

children have the right to and hazards some basic and fundamental rights

the children have. Children refugee: The official report of Pakistan states that

the Government  has one of  the  most  open and generous  policy  towards

refugees and has done much more than should be expected of a country

with limited resources. In reality, Refugee children have been refused their

basic rights to protection and education and put in situation of hard labor

and exploitation. 

A  refugee  child  in  North  Waziristan  Discrimination:  The  Constitution  of

Pakistan and laws in general recognize the principle of non-discrimination

not  only  for  children,  but  for  all  persons.  These  include  children  with

disabilities, children belonging to different provincial, linguistic, religious or

economic backgrounds and against refugee children. Trafficking of children:

Trafficking of children is a form ofhuman traffickingand is defined as the "

recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring, and/or receipt” of a child for

the purpose of exploitation. 

Statistics regarding the magnitude of child trafficking are difficult to obtain.

'Honor'  related  crimes  to  children:  An honor  killing  is  the homicide of  a

member of afamilyor social group by other members, due to the belief of

the perpetrators  that  the  victim  has  brought dishonor upon  the  family  or
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community.  Statistically,  honor  killings  have  a  high  level  of  support  in

Pakistan's  rural  society,  despite  widespread  condemnation  from  human

rights  groups.  In  2002  alone  over  382  people  became  victims  of  honor

killings in the Sind province of Pakistan. 

Over the course of six years, more than 4, 000 people have died as victims

of  honor  killings  in  Pakistan  from  1999  to  2004.  Inadequate  education

provision: Access to free and compulsory education is a fundamental right of

children.  In Pakistan education is  neither free,  nor  compulsory,  nor easily

accessible  to  all  children.  Pakistan  has  about  184,  000  primary  schools,

including about 121, 000 government schools, an estimated 25, 000 mosque

schools  and  38,  000  private  and  non-formal  community  based  schools.

Approximately 75% of enrolled children attend government schools. 

The government intends to introduce core subjects at the primary, middle

and secondary levels of the country's over 10, 000 madrassahs. According to

the Pakistan Integrated Household Survey (Round 4: 2001-02), 51% of the

population ten years and older has ever attended school. This proportion is

much higher in  urban areas (69%) than in  women (36%).  The difference

between the  sexes  is  particularly  large  in  rural  areas.  Punjab  (54%)  and

Sindh (49%) have the highest proportions that have ever attended school;

Balochistan (37%) has the lowest Child labor: 

The Constitution of Pakistan has told us that No Child is Employee under 14

years.  The  Constitution  of  Pakistan  further  said  that  No  Children  will

employee in those professions who not resembling their age. The U. N. O

saidChildhoodreserves special attention and helps. A chart showing No. of

Rag picker Children in an area. Labor Rights: Pakistan’s labor laws trace their
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origination to legislation inherited from India at the time of partition of the

Indo-Pak subcontinent. 

The laws have evolved through a continuous process of  trial  to meet the

socio-economic conditions, state of industrial development, population and

labor force explosion, growth of trade unions, level of literacy, Government’s

commitment to development and social welfare. To meet the above named

objectives,  the  government  of  the  Islamic  Republic  of  Pakistan  has

introduced a number of labor policies, since its independence to mirror the

shifts in governance frommartial lawto democratic governance. 

Under the Constitution labor is regarded as a ‘ concurrent subject’,  which

means  that  it  is  theresponsibilityof  both  the  Federal  and  Provincial

Governments. However, for the sake of uniformity, laws are enacted by the

Federal  Government,  stipulating  that  Provincial  Governments  may  make

rules and regulations of their own according to the conditions prevailing in or

for  the  specific  requirements  of  the  Provinces.  The  total  labor  force  of

Pakistan  is  comprised  of  approximately  37.  15  million  people,  with  47%

within the agriculture sector, 10. 50% in the manufacturing & mining sector

and  remaining  42.  0%  in  various  other  professions.  The  Constitution  of

Pakistan contains a range of provisions with regards to labor rights such as:

• Article 11 of the Constitution prohibits all forms of slavery, forced labor and

child  labor;  • Article  17 provides  for  a  fundamental  right  to  exercise  the

freedom of association and the right to form unions; • Article 18 proscribes

the right of its citizens to enter upon any lawful profession or occupation and

to conduct any lawful trade or business • Article 25 lays down the right to

equality before the law and prohibition of discrimination on the grounds of
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sex  alone;   Article  37(e) makes  provision  for  securing  just  and  humane

conditions of work, ensuring that children and women are not employed in

vocations unsuited to their age or sex, and for maternity benefits for women

in employment. Contract of Employment: While Article 18 of the Constitution

affords every citizen with the right to enter upon any lawful profession or

occupation, and to conduct any lawful trade or business, the Industrial and

Commercial Employment (Standing Orders) Ordinance was enacted in 1968

to  address  the  relationship  between  employer  and  employee  and  the

contract of employment. 

The  Ordinance  applies  to  all  industrial  and  commercial  establishments

throughout  the  country  employing  20  or  more  workers  and  provides  for

security  of  employment.  Every  employer  in  an  industrial  or  commercial

establishment is required to issue a formal appointment letter at the time of

employment of each worker. Termination of the Contract: The services of a

permanent  worker  cannot  be  terminated  for  any  reason  other  than

misconduct unless one month’s  notice or  wages in lieu thereof  has been

furnished by the employer or by the worker if he or she so chooses to leave

his or her service. 

Working  Time  and  Rest  Time:  Under  the  Factories  Act,  1934  no  adult

employee, defined as a worker who has completed his or her 18th year of

age, can be required or permitted to work in any establishment in excess of

nine hours a day and 48 hours a week. Similarly, no young person, under the

age of 18, can be required or permitted to work in excess of seven hours a

day and 42 hours a week. Paid Leave: 
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As provided in the Factories Act, 1934, every worker who has completed a

period of  twelve months continuous service in a factory shall  be allowed,

during  the  subsequent  period  of  twelve  months,  holidays  for  a  period  of

fourteen consecutive days. If a worker fails in any one such period of twelve

months to take the whole of the holidays allowed to him or her, any holidays

not taken by him or her shall be added to the holidays allotted to him or her

in the succeeding period of twelve months. Maternity Leave and Maternity

Protection: 

Article  37  of  the  Constitution  makes  reference  to  maternity  benefits  for

women in  employment.  The Maternity  Benefit  Ordinance,  1958 stipulates

that upon the completion of four months employment or qualifying period, a

worker may have up to six weeks prenatal and postnatal leave during which

she is paid a salary drawn on the basis of her last pay. Minimum Age and

Protection  of  Young  Workers:  Article  11(3)  of  Pakistan’s  Constitution

expressly prohibits the employment of children below the age of fourteen

years in any factory, mine or other hazardous employment. 

In addition,  the Constitution makes it  a Principle of  Policy of  the State of

Pakistan  to  protect  the  child,  to  remove  illiteracy  and  provide  free  and

compulsory  education  within  the  minimum  possible  period  and  to  make

provision  for  securing  just  and  human  conditions  of  work,  ensuring  that

children and women are not employed in vocations unsuited to their age or

sex. Pay Issues: Wages are construed as the total remuneration payable to

an employed person on the fulfillment of his or her contract of employment.

It  includes bonuses and any sum payable for  want of  a proper  notice of

discharge, but excludes the value of accommodations i. . , supply of light,
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water,  medical  attendance or  other  amenities  excluded by the  Provincial

Government;  the employer’s  contribution  to  a pension or  provident  fund,

traveling allowance or concession or other special expenses entailed by the

nature of  his or her employment;  and any gratuity payable on discharge.

Workers' Representation in the Enterprise: A Joint Works Council must be set

up in any establishment employing fifty persons or more. It consists of no

more  than  ten  members,  forty  per  cent  of  which  are  workers’

representatives. 

In the previous system, the Management Committee and the Works Council

were composed of an equal number of representatives of the employer and

workers, whereas the Joint Management Board had a workers’ participation

of  30  per  cent.  The  Convener  of  the  Joint  Works  Council  is  from  the

management. The Joint Works Council deals with matters, which were of the

competency  of  the  earlier  Joint  Management  Board,  such  as  the

improvement  in  production,  productivity  and  efficiency,  provision  of

minimum facilities for those of  the workers employed through contractors

who are not covered by the laws relating to welfare of workers. 

It  has also taken up tasks of  the previous Works Council,  i.  e.  promoting

settlement  of  differences  through  bilateral  negotiations,  promoting

conditions  of  safety  and  health  for  the  workers,  encouraging  vocational

training within the establishment, taking measures for facilitating good and

harmonious working conditions in the establishment, provision of educational

facilities  for  children  of  workers.  Women’s  rights  Literal  meaning  Legal,

political,  and  social  rights  for  women  equal  to  those  of  men.  Merriam

Webster)  Rights  that  promote  a  position  of  legal  and  social  equality  of
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women with men. (Oxford) Islamic Point of View According to Islamic point of

view,  women have equal  rights  to  men but  not  identical  rights  to men .

According to Islam men and women are equal but different from each other.

Just like hands and feet both are the part of body but they possess different

role to play and they have their own importance in the body. Similarly both

men and  women form an Islamic  society  but  their  role  in  the  society  is

different. 

Islam does not say that women are inferior to men. it only says that women

are different from men. When we say that we should take care of the eyes

more than our hands it does not mean that we consider that eyes are inferior

to hands but it means that eyes are more delicate part of the body and it

needs more care , similarly women in an Islamic society possess a special

importance and an Islamic society takes more care of them as compared to

men. This speciality is being portrayed by the west as negativity which is

totally against the Islamic point of view. 

In  Islam  with  the  advancement  of  age  women  get  more  value  and

importance as they become mothers and to Islam paradise lies under the

feet of mothers but In the West women lose their worth as they grow old.

Islam gives  women the freedom of  speech,  freedom to cast  vote,  to  get

education, to get property, freedom of movement in the boundaries of Quran

and “ Sunnah”. In Islam Women can take part in Law making (example of

Hazrat  Umar  in  case  of  fixingmoneyof  “  Mehr”.  Women  advice  was

accepted). 

In Islam it is mandatory both for women and men to get education. Women

played a great role to spread education like Ayesha (RA) narrated more than
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2000 “ Ahadees” and she used to teach both to men and women. Women's

rights  in  Pakistan  Before  the  independence  of  Pakistan,  many  Muslim

reformers  such as  “  Sir  Sayed  Ahmad Khan” tried  to  bring  education  to

women,  limit  polygamy,  and  empower  women  in  other  ways  through

education. The “ founder” of Pakistan, Muhammad Ali Jinnah was known to

have a positive attitude towards women. 

After the formation of Pakistan women's groups and feminist organizations

started  by  prominent  leaders  like  “  Fatima  Jinnah”,  worked  actively  to

eradicate social injustices against women in Pakistan. The Pakistani women

were granted the right of vote in 1947 at the time of independence, and they

gained  the  right  to  vote  in  national  elections  in  1956.  The  provision  of

reservation  of  seats  for  women in  the Parliament  existed throughout  the

constitutional history of Pakistan from 1956 to 1973. 

A poll showing answers to imp. Questions Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto Government:

The democratic regime of Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto (1970–1977) was a period of

liberal attitudes towards women. All  government services were opened to

women  including  the  foreign  services,  which  had  been  denied  to  them

earlier. About 10 % of the seats in the National Assembly and 5 % in the

provincial  assemblies  were  reserved  for  women.  Gender  equalitywas

specifically guaranteed in the Constitution of Pakistan adopted in 1973. 

The constitution text of 1973 stated that " there shall be no discrimination on

the basis of sex alone. " Zia-ul-haq's military regime: The martial law regime

of “ General Zia-ul-Haq” (1977–1986)  was full  of  policy contradictions..  In

1981, General Zia-ul-Haq nominated the “ Majlis-e-Shoora” and inducted 20

women as members. However Majlis-e-Shoora had no power. In 1985, the
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National  Assembly  elected  through  non-party  elections  doubled  women's

reserved quota  (10 to  20%).  However,  Zial-ul-Haq started a process  of  “

Islamization”. 

He imposed “ Hudood Ordinance” and the “ Qanun-e-Shahadat Order” (Law

of Evidence Order).  He banned women from participating and from being

spectators of sports and promoted purdah. He suspended all fundamental

rights  guaranteed  in  the  Constitution  that  had  been  adopted  in  1973,

including the right to be free of discrimination on the basis of sex. He also

proposed  laws  regarding  Qisas  and  Diyat.  Benazir  Bhutto  Government:

Benazir Bhutto became the first female Prime Minister of Pakistan in 1988,

and the first woman elected as a head of a Muslim country. 

However, during her two incomplete terms in office (1988–90 and 1993–96),

Benazir Bhutto did not propose any legislation to improve welfare services

for  women.  She  reversed  the  1973  constitution.  There  were  very  small

developments in the way of women rights such as The First Women Bank

Ltd. (FWBL) was established in 1989 to address women's financial needs. It

operates  38  branches  across  the  country,  managed  and  run  by  women.

Nawaz Sharif Government In 1997, the Nawaz Sharif government formally

enacted the “ Qisas and Diyat Ordinance”. 

Nawaz Sharif  then proposed fifteenth amendment to the Constitution that

was little bit comprehensive and Islamic in nature . which was approved in

the National Assembly (lower house), where Sharif's party has a majority,

but, it  remained stalled in the Senate after facing strong opposition from

women's groups, human rights activists, and opposition political parties. The
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country's  first  all-women  university,  named  after  Fatima  Jinnah,  was

inaugurated on 6 August 1998. 

It suffered from delays in the release of development funds from the Federal

Government.  Pervez  Musharraf's  regime In  2002,  after  the  court  trials,  it

proved that Mukhtaran Mai was the victim of rape. Her case was seen in

international spotlight, this forced Musharraf to bring some changes in the

constitution  to protect  the women rights.  .  On September 2,  2004,  the “

Ministry  of  Women  Development”  was  made  independent  ministry,

separating from the “ Social Welfare and Education Ministry”. 

On July 7, 2006 General Musharaff signed an ordinance for the immediate

release on bail of around 1300 women who are currently languishing in jails

on  charges  other  thanterrorismand  murder.  In  late  2006,  the  Pakistani

parliament  passed  the  Women's  Protection  Bill,  repealing  some  of  the

Hudood Ordinances. The Cabinet has approved reservation of 10% quota for

women  in  Central  Superior  Services.  In  2006,  The  Protection  of  Women

(Criminal Laws Amendment) Act was also passed. President Asif Zardari 

President Asif Ali Zardari on January 29, 2010 signed the bill, providing for

increased  punishment  over  harassment  of  women  at  workplaces.  The

Protection against “ Harassment of Women at Workplace Bill 2009" Criminal

Law  (Amendment)  Bill(2009),  According  to  the  bill  whosever  makes  any

sound,  gesture,  utters  any  word,  exhibits  any  object  or  demands  sexual

favour from woman at workplace would face the punishment to three years

in prison and a fine of up to Rs 500, 000. The objective of the bill is to protect

the women rights. Investigations and Reports A 1987 study conducted by the

“ Women's Division” and another study by the “ Human Rights Commission
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of  Pakistan”  in  1996  suggested  thatdomestic  violencetakes  place  in

approximately  80  percent  of  the  households  in  the  country.

Domesticviolenceoccurs  in  forms  of  beatings,  sexual  violence  or  torture,

mutilation, acid attacks and burning the victim alive. * According to a 1999

report, of the sixty " bride-burning" cases that made it to the prosecution

stage (though 1,  600 cases were actually  reported),  only  two resulted in

convictions. 

However dowry abuse cases are low after 2001. The BBC reckoned roughly

300 Pakistani brides were burnt to death in 1999. * According to a “ Human

Development  Report”  released  by  the  United  Nations,  Pakistan  has

better gender equality than India. However, in 2012, the “ World Economic

Forum” ranked , Pakistan and Yemen as the worst in their Global Gender Gap

Report.  Pakistani  women  face  atrocities  like  rape,  acid  throwing,  honour

killings, forced marriages, forced prostitution and the buying and selling of

women. 

The past few years have been witness to a steep increase in such crimes.

Conclusion In spite of all these efforts there is no overall change in the status

of women in Pakistan. The reason is neither legislative nor Islamic rather it is

social. In our villages and remote areas feudalism, illiteracy and ignorance

still  prevail  and  until  and  unless  we  remove  these  social  causes  and

disseminate education we cannot uplift the status of women in Pakistan who

are still leading their lives under age old social traditions based on some kind

of Hindu mythology and superstitions. 

Citizen's  Rights  Citizen's  rights  are  those  rights  which  ensure  a  citizen's

ability  to  fully  participate  in  the  civil  and  political  life  of
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the state without discrimination or  political  repression,  and  protect

the freedom of  classes  of  persons  and individuals from  unwarranted

infringement into those rights by governments,  private organizations,  and

other  entities.  Basically  Citizen's  rights  are  of  two  types:  *Civil  rights*

political rights Civil rights 

According  to  civil  rights,  state  is  responsible  to  give  protection  to  every

citizen , to give justice, to give freedom of speech and expression, to give

freedom of thought and conscience , to give freedom to adopt any religion

and spent his life according to it, to give freedom to move and have any

property. it is also a citizen's right that state give education to every of its

citizen. Pakistan is a sovereign, Islamic state . It also ensures to give the civil

rights to its citizen. When Pakistan got independence , then British act of

1935 was imposed with some modifications as a constitution. 

In  1949 first  time constitutional  outlines  were sketched out  ,  which were

called objective resolution. In the resolution it make sure that every citizen

have civil  rights.  In  1956 constitution  civil  rights  were given without  any

discrimination but it was also said that " Civil and Political Rights were given

to the people of Pakistan but they could be suspended in case of emergency.

" Ayub Khan's regime was not better for civil rights and being the martial law

regime  there  was  no  progress  in  this  regard.  However  it  is  the  1973

constitution where the civil rights was given in its real sense. 

In constitution of 1973, these rights were discussed in details in article 8 to

28. The text of the constitution of 1973 said that: Security of person: “ No

person shall  be deprived of  life  or  liberty  save in  accordance with law. "

(article  9)  Safeguards  as  to  arrest  and detention:  1.  “  No person who is
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arrested shall  be detained in custody without being informed, as soon as

may not be, of the grounds for such arrest, nor shall he be denied the right

to consult and be defended by a legal practitioner of his choice”. 2. Every

person who is arrested and detained in custody shall be produced before a

magistrate within a period of twenty-four hours of such arrest, excluding the

time necessary for the journey from the place of arrest to the court of the

nearest magistrate, and no such person shall be detained in custody beyond

the said period without the authority of a magistrate. "(article 10. 1 &10. 2)

Right to fair trial: “ For the determination of his civil rights and obligations or

in any criminal charge against him a person shall be entitled to a fair trial

and due process”. (article 10. A) Freedom of movement: 

Every  citizen  shall  have  the  right  to  remain  in,  and,  subject  to  any

reasonable restriction imposed by law in the public interest, enter and move

freely  throughout  Pakistan  and  to  reside  and  settle  in  any  part  thereof.

(article  15)  Equality  of  citizens  All  citizens  are  equal  before  law and are

entitled to equal protection of law. (articlw 25. 1) In article 19, said that “

every citizen have freedom of speech” and in 19A , said that" every citizen

have right to have access to information in all matters of public importance

subject to regulation and reasonable restrictions imposed by law. Similarly,

all  the  articles  have  successfully  been  discussed  these

matters. ............................................  Political  rights Are those rights which

give freedom to a citizen to participate in politics. These rights are about

freedom of association, the right to assemble, the right to petition, the right

of self-defense, and the right to vote. “ The ballot is stronger than bullets. ” -
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Abraham Lincoln  These  rights  were  talked  about  in  objective  resolution,

constitution of 1956, constitution of 1965 as well as constitution of 1973. 

According to the text of  1973's  constitution:  Freedom of assembly:  Every

citizen shall have the right to assemble peacefully and without arms, subject

to any reasonable restrictions imposed by law in the interest of public order.

(article 16) Freedom of association: (1)“ Every citizen shall have the right to

form associations or unions, subject to any reasonable restrictions imposed

by law in the interest of sovereignty or integrity of Pakistan, public order or

morality. ”(article 17. 1) In many other sections, it was also discussed about

freedom of right to vote or petition. 

Recent  scenario:  No  doubt,  citizen's  rights  are  discussed  in  details  in

constitution,  but  are  not  as  imposed  as  they  are.  Many  examples  are

supporting this argument; many incidents have occurred which are the bitter

examples of  violation of  citizen's  rights,  some of  them we are discussing

below. * July 3rd, 2007 will be remembered as a black day in the history of

Pakistan.  The  Government  of  Pakistan  attacked  Lal  Masjid  in  Islamabad

killing its own citizens … thousands of innocent students! The dictation from

the US and thirst for power led Musharraf to adopt the most brutal methods.

In the last few days, we have seen large-scale violations of fundamental ;

human rights in the country.  The constitution guarantees “ the dignity of

man and the privacy of the home shall be inviolable” (Article 14), but people

are being taken out of their homes and arrested. Before first light broke the

police barged into human rights activist Tahira Abdullah’s home in Islamabad

and dragged her to the police station. (2009) * According to recent HRCP

Constitutional  Petition  in  Supreme  Court  :  The  petition  has  led  to  the
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government tracing 159 victims of involuntary disappearance, while another

72 are still missing. t is a big question on protection of citizens rights that

why they were been missed..?? and where they are..??? According to article

7, Govt. is responsible for the security of every citizen. If Govt is responsible,

then why was MALALA YUSUF ZAI been attacked..??? * Why the government

is kidnapping ; killing the people of Waziristan..??? * Why is the government

not protesting against US-drone attacks, which have killed about 5000 of our

citizens till  now * Whose war are we fighting? * To whom are we proudly

showing  our  strength?  Maybe  too  many  questions  but,  the  answers  are

always ambiguous. 

The  masters  changed.  The  confused are  becoming  more  confused.  What

system is  this  where  justice  is  not  there?  And  I’m not  talking  about  the

lawyers and judge’s movement. If there’s no centre in life, every movement

is fruitless. And we surely have left that centre a long time ago…Because

beggars  cannot  be  the  choosers.  Other  Rights  Pakistan  human  rights

situation  is  a  complex,  one  as  a  result  of  the  country’s  diversity,  large

population, its status as a developing country and sovereign, Islamic public

as well  as an Islamicdemocracy as a mixture of both Islamic and colonial

laws. 

The  construction  of  Pakistan  providesfundamental  rights,  which  include

freedomof speech, freedom of religion, freedom of assembly and a right to

bear  (alms)  arms.  Inheritance  Rights:  Introduction:  Inheritance  rights  are

crucial for Muslim women because distribution and control of property and

assets significantly affect their ability to enjoy stable and fulfilling lives and

to exercise other rights. Without assets derived from inheritance, women are
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disadvantaged, cannot lead independent life, and cannot even ensure that

they and their families can support themselves. 

Inheritance distribution  is  closely  tied up with provisions  in  many muslim

family laws, and must be conceived from a just and quotable perspective in

order to ensure there is fairness and justice in other aspects of family life.

And when (other) near of kin and orphans and needy persons are present at

the  distribution  (of  Inheritance),  give  them  something  there  of  for  their

sustenance and speak upto them in a kindly way. Surah –Nisa: 4 : 8 IN THE

CONSTITUTION  OF  1973  In  Pakistan  the  constitution  of  1973  guarantees

every citizen the right to to acquire, hold and dispose of property” in addition

it stipulates that “ no person will be deprived of his property”. A part from

the  constitutional  guarantees  legal  instruments  also  uphold  women’s

property rights. Condition of Inheritance in past In the past,, there was no

concept of property rights for women. In the tribal society, Inheritance was

based on the principal of comradeship-in-arms” since men were physically

stronger and better fighters, it  leads to the exclusion from Inheritance of

women, minors of both sexes and invalids as well as in the preference of the

paternal to the material lines. 

There was also the custom of Inheritance by consideration at that time. By

this custom two strangers would enter into a pact that the blood of was the

blood of the other, and therefore an attack on one was attack on the other.

Thus, according to this pact, the two parties defended each other in their

lifetime, and whoever died lift his property to the other. This included of the

wife  of  one  by  the  other.  Since  women  were  treated  as  chattels,  they
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obviously had no rights of Inheritance. Condition of rights of Inheritance at

present 

The advent of Islam lead to many reforms in the law of Inheritance which

resulted in an improvement in the conditions of women, compared to what

they had previously been completely denied a share in heritance as they

were regarded as part  of  the property and know females have made co-

shares in property with the males. Islam also clearly defined the shares of

inheritors  and  limited  the  amount  of  one’s  property  that  could  be

bequeathed to the one third of total,  thus promoting a fair and equitable

system for the distribution of property. 

Women’s rights of inheritance in Pakistan continue to fall short of projections

and promises despite some positive steps to ameliorate condition. Women’s

right  to  inheritance plays  a vital  role  in  the socio  economic  and political

improvement of women folk, but unfortunately women are denied right to

inheritance due to deep-rooted. Patriarchal system, biased interpretation of

divine directives, laws of the land and above all inefficient mechanism for the

implementation and enforcement of laws. 

Expected  condition  of  rights  of  inheritance  in  future  Women’s  rights  of

inheritance will hold secure rights to land, which will provide physical safety

and psycho logical security. Land rights will elevate the status of the rights

holder  in  the  eyes  of  family  members  and the  community  ensuring  that

women will have equitable rights to land acknowledges their worth, help the

break down perceptions of inequality within house hold and communities,

and  will  reduce  their  dependence  on  men  for  their  survival.  Right  to

Education: 
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Introduction: The right to education has been universally recognized since

the  universal  declaration  of  human  rights  in  1948  and  has  since  been

enshrined in various international conventions, national constitutions and the

development plans. Education creates the “ Voice: through which rights can

be claimed and protected”, and without education people lack the capacity

to “ achieve valuable functionaryas part of the living” if people have access

to education they can develop the skills” capacity and confidence to secure

other rights. 

Education gives people the ability to access information detailing the range

of  rights  that  they hold  on the constitutions  of  1973:  The constitution  of

Pakistan framed in 1973 promised to its citizens that “ the state shall remove

illiteracy and provide free and compulsory secondary education within the

minimum  possible  period”  makes  technical  and  professional  education

generally  available  and higher  education  equally  accessible  to  all  on  the

basis  of  merit.  The  constitution  also  corresponds  with  the  universal

declaration  of  human rights  which  says that  “  everyone has the right  to

education. 

Education shall be free atleast in the elementary and fundamental stages.

Elementary  education  shall  be  compulsory.  ”  PAST  CONDITION  OF

EDUCATION:  There  were  several  issues  on  education  system  this  issue

included bilingual students and special needs education. It was doubtful that

any child might reasonably be expected to succeed in life if he was denied

the  opportunityof  an  education.  It  had  been  considered  constitutionally

justified to segregate the public education system. Most of the people were

https://assignbuster.com/human-rights/



 Human rights – Paper Example Page 24

uneducated. Primary and secondaryschools were rare. They had no access to

good education because ofpoverty. 

Students did not pay heed to their studies and their parents were also not

cooperative because of their being uneducated. Girls were not allowed to go

out  to  get  education.  Education  was  not  allowed  compulsory  for  them

because according to their thinking girls did not have to work like men. Due

to this people of Pakistan faced many problems like unemployment. These

were  the  enormous  causes  for  the  downfall  of  education  in  Pakistan.

PRESENT CONDITION OF EDUCATION: Government has established schools,

colleges and universities throughout the country that have been importing

education in different respects in studies of life. 

Education is the only weapon by which we can fight and conquer the battle

of life. Education has become a question of survival for useless developed

man cannot bring the change in improving the skills that are vital for the

uplift of education. It is also a dreadful fact that today’s young ones have

changed  their  motives  pertaining  to  acquiring  education.  Actually,  “  the

education should be for the purpose of getting education” as it  has been

wisely said but we have changed the slogan. Education should be for the

purpose of getting jobs”. 

If we keep on remaining this theory in mind then we will be digressed from

our way and education will be out of our reach. It has been observed how our

educational  system  has  reached  its  lower  ebb  of  destruction  by  our

negligence so far, the steps worth to mention have not yet been taken to

curb and remove all kinds of defects from the educational system. FOR THE

BETTERMENT  OF  EDUCATIONAL  SYSTEM:  It  is  our  social,  political  and
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individual  duty to findout the defects and repair  the irreparable things in

educational system. 

If we want to get on and move with the developed nations of the world then

our  first  and foremost  priority  should  be  diverted  to  the  development  of

education.  Hard  workis  required  to  depoliticize  the  educational  system.

FUTURE CONDITION OF EDUCATION: As education is becoming important day

by day and many people desire to get higher education. So, in future most of

the  people  will  be  educated.  All  the  schools  and  education  centers  will

provide the proper and much acknowledgeable technical education to the

students for making their future bright in all the sections. 

There  will  be  a  race  among  people  to  get  good  education.
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