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Chopper Reed's image conveys power in almost every detail: Eyes are the
windows to the soul but in this image they are hidden from the viewery
Mark’s stylish sunglasses. The eyes therefore give nothing away, the glasses
do not allow any reading of intent. Mark’s arms are cross-folded in a
symbolic gesture of protection and power. His arms are covered in tattoos,
which shows the amount of self-harm and pain he is willing to endure, and
has gone through. Moustaches and beards always make it easier to hide a
facial expression and can dramatically alter the look of someone. Solid facial

hair also represents male maturity.

Mark’s moustache in combination with his glasses conveys a secretive and
mysterious feeling about his expression and what he is thinking. Watches are
a symbol of a man’s status. Watches are also associated with punctuality
and this in Mark’s case gives a feeling of authority and control. His watch is a
simple but functional design, which much reflects Mark’s personality.
Watches are not easily broken they just only run out of batteries and need to
be charged again. This is also a reflection on Mark who has been transported
to hospital, seriously injured, but has left with no apparent permanent

damage.

Mark wears a signature ring on his right ring finger, which symbolizes an
authoritive figure or powerful person. Signature rings are associated with
power and influence handed down through patriarchal generational lines. In
the layout of the picture the word “ Chopper” is placed in large, bold, capital
font to emphasize the meaning and impact of this word upon the reader. (“
Chopper” is the name of a high profile motorbike, favoured by some bikie

associations. It is also the name of an early operation of U. S forces in the
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Vietnam War. The way Mark is placed in front of the words Chopper show
that he is the most powerful object in this photo. His quote at the bottom of
he page also is placed in front of him to give a stronger impact and make the
reader aware that this is an important quote about the book. The black
background colour gives the impression of Mark emerging from the dark and
emerging into the light. The white lettering used for “ chopper” and his
quote also give the impression that he is fighting for a good cause. His
picture seems to be in a old or yellowing light, which could be interpreted

that he may represent an enduring prominent and powerful figure.

The use of harsh language in Mark’s quote really shows the brutality and
control that he seems to think he has over other human lives. This makes
him seem like a more powerful person as it conveys his determination to
override the needs and rights of others. He reflects on the things that he has
done in the past: “ bashed, belted, iron barred, axed, shot, stabbed, knee
capped, set on fire, and driven to their graves”. These are action words only
few people would claim for themselves, they set him apart. These words
evoke fear in others and thereby become a scare tactic to subdue his

opponents and give him the advantage (if only of bluff).

Last not least the guns that Mark is holding are 2 completely different guns
from very different eras. This may indicate that he has not only asserted
power by killing others but has consistently maintained his highly dangerous
(and therefore powerful) reputation for a long time. Last not least there is a
very strategically placed gun in the front of his trousers, summing up all the
phallic symbolism of male domination and power. Visual text: http://www.
moviecritic. com. au/images/chopper-eric-banal. jpg
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