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Introduction 
The aim of the following essay will be to critically evaluate the existing 

evidence, which supports the argument for consideringterrorismas a threat 

to both national and international security. The topic of terrorism and the 

acts ofviolenceassociated with is one that is deeply embedded in the fabric 

of the late-modern period (Young, 2007), but paradoxically this does not 

make it an easy concept to define (Bolanos, 2012; Martin, 2012, Hoffman, 

2006; Silke, 1996). This largely reflects the different priorities which both 

national and international organisations have, thereby making the 

achievement of consensus quite difficult (Senu, 2013). 

However, for the purposes of the present study, terrorism will be defined as 

the systematic use of violence in order to create a general climate of fear in 

a population and thereby bring about a particular political objective[1]. 

Although the acts of terrorism are far from a modern phenomenon 

(Rapoport, 1984), in can be argued that the prior to 11th September it 

attracted little public attention (Hoffman, 2006). Post 9/11, terrorism 

occupied the forefront the political agenda and media attention, a trend that 

is observed to date and one that will not wither away easily in the future, 

thus the significance of the current essay. Having outlined some of the 

conceptual debates associated with the definition of terrorism, the following 

section will present some of the evidence which could suggest that terrorism

should be taken seriously and prioritized over any other social problem on 

both national and international level. 
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Terrorism as a threat to national and international security 
The rise of the threat of terrorist attacks is one that has more recently been 

linked to the concept of ‘ world risk society’ (Beck, 2002), according to which

the shifts from industrial to post-need and consumer societies has also had 

an impact on the risks to which we are exposed (Beck, 1992; Mythen and 

Walkate, 2006). But even prior to the occurrence of these transformations in 

the social fabric, terrorism seems to have had a significant impact on the 

course of world history, particularly in campaigns which can be described as 

anti-colonial, such as the one in Algeria against French dominance, the 

Cypriotic and Palestinian against British governance (Hoffman, 2006; Lutz 

and Lutz, 2012). Prolonged terrorist campaigns in Iraq and Afghanistan (Tan, 

2006), as well as India and Pakistan (Lutz and Lutz, 2011) seem to 

undermine national security and could pose a serious threat to international 

security as well, as some of the above-mentioned countries are well-known 

for their possession of nuclear weapons (Lutz and Lutz, 2012). 

The presence of terrorist groups within the borders of a country could also 

result in passivity of the security services, due to fear of reprisals and 

campaigns of violence (Lutz and Lutz, 2011). Moreover, prolonged terrorist 

campaigns and perceived level of threat could also have an impact on the 

politics of a specific country in the long run (ibid.). The introduction of special

anti-terrorist legislation in many of the Western world countries post-9/11 

has called for the tightening of borders and reducingimmigration, as well as 

increased target-hardening of potential targets of future terrorist attacks. As 

a result of that, the ‘ new terrorism’ is said to have become more lethal and 
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indiscriminate, with the potential to strike occur at any place and time, as a 

result of the need to sustain the campaign of terror (Lacquer, 2001; Beck, 

2002; Enders and Sandler, 2005). As some of the evidence in this section 

suggest, terrorism in some cases has been successful in changing the course

of history and clearly the impact it has had should be neither denied, nor 

underestimated. However, as the next section of this paper will argue, the 

threat posed by terrorism is one that should be subject closer examination 

and the myth of such a lethal and omnipresent enemy should be scrutinized 

and not accepted at face value. 

Common misperceptions associated with terrorism 
Contrary to the common perception that terrorism is an ever-present threat 

to both national and international security, an increasing number of scholarly

publications have presented and alternative view, wherein terrorism is 

presented as a much smaller threat than it actually is (Lustick, 2012; Mueller,

2005; Mueller, 2006; Mueller and Stewart, 2012). Such criticisms do not lack 

empirical foundation. For example, over the previous two decades, only 

three attacks classified by the FBI as terrorism have taken place on American

soil– the 1993 bombing of the World Trade Centre, the 1995 Oklahoma City 

Bombing and the 9/11. Of the three, the 9/11 attack was the worst terrorist 

attack which the United States have ever faced, it was unprecedented and 

was used as a justification of the initiation of a ‘ war on terror’ and the 

introduction of specialized counter-terrorism legislation, the foundations of 

which appear to be unstable, as terrorism did not pose a sufficient threat to 

justify the interventions (Wolfendale, 2007). The unexpected attack, its 
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modus operandi and lethality all seemed to point in a direction of a brand 

new phenomenon, which had not been observed before – a ‘ new’ form of 

terrorism. As it was noted in the previous section, part of the post-9/11 

discourse is also theglobalizationof terrorism, which is claimed to be 

becoming transnational, another statement which is not based on any sound 

empirical evidence. Rather, since the 1990s, the nature of terrorist attacks 

has changed in exactly the opposite direction – attacks perpetrated by 

terrorists are becoming increasingly localised and the process of 

globalisation itself is not related in any way to transnational attack trends 

(Goldman, 2010). 

Moreover, the response triggered by the 9/11 attacks and the subsequent 

11M (Madrid) and 7/7 bombings (London) is one that overestimated the real 

capabilities of Al Quada and its scope of operation (Byman, 2006). In fact, for

many decades prior to all three of the above mentioned, the West has 

tended to over-estimate the threats posed by terrorist attacks (Furedi, 2007; 

Zulaika, 2003). And when such self-fulfilling prophecies do occur, the 

response is populistic, taking into account mass hysteria and using it to 

construct a discourse which could legitimize an out of proportion response 

(Jackson, 2005). For this reason it can be argued that terrorism is a 

functional reality of American politics (Zulaika, 2003: 198), as was the case 

of 9/11 (Lustick, 2006). Moreover, it is well-integrated into American and 

Westernculture, it feeds from its imagination and arguably, is self-

perpetuated (Zizek, 2002). Being transformed into a cultural script, terrorism

also receives disproportionate media coverage, even when it fails (Jurkowitz, 
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2010). The popularity of the theme feed off public hysteria and vice versa, it 

is larger than life and in the 21st century the threats posed by it (Ferguson 

and Potter, 2005). This is not to deny the lived realities of terrorist attacks 

and the devastating impact which they have on societies. Rather, the 

context in which acts of terror occur should be subject to rigorous and 

thorough examination. In the cases where the impact of terrorism is 

associated with overreaction, it would make sense to focus on reducing the 

latter, rather the leave the matter unaddressed. As Mueller (2005) notes, in 

the cases where the risk of threats such as alcoholism, smokingand driving 

are real, it makes sense to induce fear. On the other hand, where there is 

little risk associated with certain threats, for example, terrorism on flying on 

airplanes, it would be advisable to create policies which would aim at 

reducinganxietyand fear, rather than disproportionately increase them. 

Having outlined some of arguments which suggest that the threat of 

terrorism can be overdramatized in the Western world, the last section will 

argue that terrorism is real, yet the recent methods of countering it have 

been counterproductive. 

Conclusion 
As this essay has argued, terrorism is far from a new phenomenon; in fact, it 

has played a substantial part in social history and the resolution of 

geopolitical questions. Often considered to be the weapon of the weak and 

an indicator of asymmetric warfare, campaigns of terror have achieved some

success in the past, despite arguments for the opposite (Abrahms, 2006). 

Therefore, it would be a mistake not to acknowledge what terrorist 
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campaigns have achieved in the past and the ways in which they have 

undermined both national and international security. Yet, in the post 

9/11environment, the challenges posed by terrorism have been utilised in 

the creation of counter-terrorism discourses that are counterproductive 

(Appleby, 2010; MacDonald and Hunter, 2013) and rather than producing a 

resolution of conflicts, have prolonged them. Although a ‘ war on terror’ has 

been waged over the past 12 years, it is one that can hardly ever be won 

and rhetoric associated with it raises unrealistic expectations. Similar to the 

problem of crime, the problem of terrorism is one that will persist, therefore 

efforts should be directed towards containing it within reasonable 

proportions, and reducing the widespread ‘ culture of fear’ which surrounds 

it. As English (2010) suggests, the over-militarisation of responses to 

terrorist attacks is not a long-term solution, but the addressing of root 

causes and underlying tensions is. Such a strategy, as well as the reliance on

credible intelligence, is the key pathway which could provide a long-term 

solution to the problems which terrorism poses to the contemporary era. In 

conclusion, a careful balance should be found between the acts of terrorism 

and the real danger in poses to societies. Contrary to popular belief, 

terrorism is not an international in nature, rather it is a localised and occurs 

by and large in developing countries (Goldman, 2010) and therefore efforts 

should be directed towards tackling terrorism where it poses significant risk 

to the obstruction of social safety and security. 
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