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Wilma ManKiller Wilma ManKiller is one of the most influential figures in the
Native American culture. During one of her most notable appearances at the
Sonoma state university, she gave an engrossing speech. In this speech, she
maintains her clear perspective on Native American culture and history. As
Wilma details, the U. S. public has ignored the natives for quite a while
(Sonneborn 22). It is to this respect that she brings out the idea that the
misunderstanding of the Native American issues is related to the history of
ignorance. The speech by ManKiller has great optimistic but true sentiments.
For instance, she explains that when people want to know about the current
issues facing the Native Americans, they should first understand the past.
She adds on this by stating that it takes the enduring strength of the Native
Americans to go through the history they have had.

ManKiller continues to give light on issues she feels the U. S. public should
understand in totality. In her consistent embrace for the tribal ways, she
explains that the tribal government prefers to take care of some issues.
These include foster care, adoptions and privileges for water rights (Mankiller
100). Through this project, they have managed to avail health facilities to
the locals. Clearly, this is one significant point that cannot be missed from
the speech. In a way, she embraces the changes happening in the Native
American societies, but mainly insists that it is necessary to keep the
cultures. Interestingly, she bounces the speech with bits of sense of humor
about a tourist visiting the Cherokee nation hoping to find the native Indians
in full attire. However, to the tourist’s disappointment, “ They’re probably all
at K-mart.” (Michael 27).
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