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Who Has The Greatest Impact On your Life? In today’s society, it’s extremely

rare that we have a person in our lives that exemplifies greatness, 

perseverance, and strength. Fortunately, I have a person in my life that 

personifies all these traits, having a huge positive impact on my life. That 

person would be my cousin Courtney Watson. I can remember as a young 

child, Courtney was always focused on academics and athletics. I used to go 

with my grandfather and other family members to go watch her play 

basketball in high school. Having a very large family, we were all very 

supportive of one another, attending all recitals, games, and academic 

ceremonies, so she was sure to have her own cheering section whenever she

played. Courtney always emphasized how important education is to our 

future, and toward accomplishing our goals. I’ve always admired her 

determination to work hard, receiving a full scholarship for maintaining a 4. 0

G. P. A throughout her high school years. All of my family members used to 

praise her on her academic achievements. When she graduated from high 

school, my family threw her a huge graduation / congratulations party for 

getting accepted to Cal Berkeley, where she received her Bachelors of 

Science Degree. As a family, we all drove to her Graduation. The event was 

as important to us as it was to Courtney, as she was the first of her siblings 

to graduate from college. Courtney is, and always has been such a positive 

role model for all the young people in our family. As she grew into the 

amazing adult she is today, she demonstrated to me how far you can go in 

life with good education. She then pursued the career of teaching, so she 

retuned to Westchester High School, her alma mater, to become a physical 

education teacher. Later she was appointed as the basketball coach; her 

team going on to be one of the best high school teams here in the state of 
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California. She then continued on her course of higher education by, 

obtaining a Master’s Degree of Science from the California University of 

Pennsylvania, specializing in Exercise Science and Sports Performance. All of 

her hard work paid off as she currently holds the title of Head Athletic Trainer

for the WNBA Houston Comets and the NBA Development League in 

California. She is very successful, with an interesting career and a beautiful 

home in Anaheim, California. When I first started high school, my level of 

determination was unbalanced and my priorities were all out of order, but 

after being approached by my cousin Courtney and my parents, I was 

convinced that the path I was heading down was dead end, and a change 

was necessary. After seeing her accomplishments, I realized that I wanted to 

set goals for myself and fulfill them with the same resolve. Even though I 

don’t see her as much with her busy schedule, she always makes time to 

visit on special occasions, bringing with her souvenirs from places she’s 

visited and photos of famous people she’s met. I believe the reason I 

consider her to have the biggest impact on my life, is because she has the 

same traits I would like to possess to be successful in life. Whenever I have 

questions on anything, she is the person I would call to ask for advice. Not 

only has she showed me the good things in life, but she has also encouraged

me to go forth and pursue my level of higher education. She has made it 

clear that if you want the good things in life you must first, put in the 

determination and hard work. 
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