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Gangs in Prison The Aryan Brotherhood The Aryan Brotherhood originates in 

the CDC (California Department of Corrections) and BOP (Federal Bureau of 

Prisons). The Aryan Brotherhood was founded in San Quentin, California in 

the 1960s. The founders were members of other gangs from the 1950s 

called, “ Bluebirds”, “ Diamond Tooth Gang”, and the “ Nazi Gang”. Barry 

Mills and Tyler Davis are now the leaders of the Aryan Brotherhood. 

Their  basic  beliefs  and  mission  is  they  believe  in  the  betterment  and

preservation of the white race, in separatism, that no foreigner should rule

over the white race, that all who are against or oppress the white race are

sworn enemies, in the rights of the white race, in the right to teach white

children of the Aryan cultures and heritage, believe only in the support of the

white race, and that it is important to guide the upbringing of white children,

as they are the heirs to the future. The Aryan Brotherhood is known to be

strongest in the southwest and pacific regions. 

They  are  weakest  in  northeastern  regions,  where  the  African-American

population is more dominant. It has been stated that the Aryan Brotherhood

is growing. As of now, there are approximately 500 members. The criminal

activities that they are involved in are murder, kidnapping, racketeering, and

drug distribution. At least one example of how dangerous it is in prison for

these  members  is  the  ABT  leader  Kelly  Ray  Ellery  and  other  members

ordered subordinates to kill a prospective member and make it “ messy as

possible”  to  send  a  message  to  gang  members  to  cooperate  with  law

enforcement. 

They also ordered to return the man’s severed finger as a trophy. The Black

GuerillaFamilyThe Black Guerilla family originated from San Quentin Prison in
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1966. The founders of this gang are George Jackson and W. L. Nolen. Their

basic beliefs  and mission is to eradicateracism, maintain dignity in prison

and overthrow the United States  Government.  They are strongest  in  San

Quentin, CA and Baltimore, Maryland. They are weakest in the southwestern

and Pacific regions. Their ranks are growing, they have 50, 000 members

today. The criminal activities they are involved in while in prison are drug

trafficking, extortion, and violent crimes. 

One  example  of  how  dangerous  it  can  be  in  prison  is  the  supreme

commander, “ Doc” Holiday, proved he still had what it takes to be in the

Black Guerilla Family by stabbing a random fellow prisoner to death. The Folk

Nation The Folk Nation originated from the Illinois Department of Corrections.

I would also like to note that The Folk Nation is not a gang- they are alliances

which  gangs  are  aligned.  Larry  Hoover,  the  chairman  of  the  Gangster

Disciples Nation, created the idea of alliance and persuaded black, white,

and Latino gangs from Chicago to join. He did all of this in November 11,

1978. 

Under  their  basic  beliefs  and  missions,  they  maintain  a  strict  code  of

solidarity, with members promising to hold “ Folk before family” and claiming

they will  “  not  let  my brother  fall  to  a  knee”.  They are strongest  in  the

Midwest and southwest; there is no record of where they could possibly be

the  weakest,  because  they  are  all  over  the  United  States.  They  are

continuously  recruiting  members  in  the  streets  and  in  prisons,  therefore

stating that they are very dominant and only getting stronger. The criminal

activities they are commonly involved in are racketeering, murder, robbery,

assault, and illegal use of firearms. 
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TheMexicanMafia The Mexican Mafia originated in 1957 at Deuel Vocational

Institution in Tracy, California. Luis “ Huero Buff” Flores from the Hawaiian

Gardens gang was the founder of The Mexican Mafia. Their basic beliefs were

to control the prison system. They are strongest in northern and southern

California, but they are in a decline right now. The most obvious of criminal

activities of The Mexican Mafia are extortion (RICO), narcotics distribution,

and  murder.  An  example  of  the  danger  in  the  prison  system  from  the

Mexican Mafia is  in the 1960’s,  the Mexican Mafia conducted hits  in San

Quentin and DVI. 

Doroteo  “  Sleepy”  Betancourt  and  Frank  “  moose”  Bazure  murdered  a

correctional  officer;  just  to  prove  their  existence.  MS13  The  MS13  gang

originated in Los Angeles in the 1960’s and the 1980’s. They didn’t actually

have just one founder; it was a group of young Salvadorans that broke off

from other Hipic gangs. Their basic beliefs are self-protection and protection

of their families. They are strongest in Alaska, Arkansas, Florida,  Georgia,

Illinois, Maryland, Michigan, Nevada, New Jersey, North Carolina, Oklahoma,

Oregon,  Rhode  Island,  Texas,  and Utah;  they are  also  strong  in  Canada,

Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, and El Salvador. 

They are weakest in the East coast. They are neither growing or in decline,

because they no longer exist;  they are known now as the Surenos.  Their

criminal  activities  consists  of  drug  smuggling,  gun  running,  people

smuggling, hits for hire, theft, drug sales, and arson. An example to illustrate

how  dangerous  they  are  is  in  a  recent  Texas  incident,  a  member  of

MS13(Surenos) participated in a gang rape of a 24-year-old woman and then

he kicked her in the neck so hard that he broke it and killed her instantly. 
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In conclusion, I noticed that they all had similarities in criminal activity. All of

their beliefs were very different except for one thing, they all focused more

on their own races of people. I also noticed that all but the Mexican Mafia are

growing in population. I also realized that the strongest and most dangerous

gang in the world is MS13 aka Surenos. Although the other prison gangs are

growing  in  threat  level  and  population;  MS13 aka  Surenos  is  the  largest

organized crime entity in the world. 

Therefore,  in  conclusion,  these prison  gangs  actually  have  a  lot  more  in

common  than  what  they  think  they  do.  The  only  thing  that  is  really

separating them is their racial beliefs. References: History of the Mexican

Mafia prison gang; July 25th, 2007; Valdemar, Richard; www. policemag. com

Ten members of Bronx drug trafficking crew charged; Jan. 9th, 2013; U. S.

Attorney’s office; www. fbi. gov The Aryan Brotherhood; Montaldo, Charles;

Jan. 2013; www. crime. about. com Ebook: Corrections Today; Chapter 8 The

Prison Experience(males) 
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