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Cultural Differences Angela Holmes Psych/535 March 21, 2011 Dr. Gaston Weisz Cultural Differences Different factions of sociologists depict men differently. Functionalists suggest that a division of labor originally arose between man and women because of the woman's role in reproduction. By virtue of their larger size and greater muscular strength, men were assigned hunting and defense tasks. Conflict theorists reject functionalist arguments as simply offering a rationale for male dominance. They contend that a sexual division of labor is a social vehicle devised by men to assure themselves of privilege, prestige, and power in their relationships with women. By relegating women to the home, men have been able to deny women those resources they need to succeed in the larger world. Others say that the fundamental motive is men's desire to have women readily available for sexual gratification. And still others emphasize that the appropriation of women is not for copulation but for procreation, especially to produce male heirs and daughters who can be used as exchanges in cementing political economic alliances with other families (Hinkle, 1994). Indeed, this gender stratification promotes the survival of the species and fulfilling their label to be strong, men even use violence to assert their so-called masculinity, which in any case is portrayed by the sociologists as the more superior specie. But when one takes a closer look into Kinsey's reports, he or she won't help but notice an honest existence of a “ third kind'' or the second-class citizens as the popular belief says in the persons of the homosexuals (Betancourt & Lopez, 1993). For the best information on sexual characteristics, we are indebted to the Kinsey reports. Kinsey's greatest contribution was the discovery that individual differences in sexual behavior are truly amazing. The reports were designed to give a scientific gloss to the normalization of promiscuity and deviancy. Kinsey's initial report, released in 1948 stunned the nation by saying that American men were so sexually wild that “ 95% of them could be accused of some kind of sexual offense under 1940s laws'' (Kinsey et al., 1948). The report included reports of sexual activity by boys, even babies, and said, “ 37% of adult males had at least one homosexual experience" (Kinsey et al., 1948). Homosexuality is a preference for an individual of the same sex as a sexual partner. The Alfred C. Kinsey Institute for Sex Research estimates that five to six percent of the adult population is predominantly homosexual. However, since there are so many gradations in sexual behavior and preferences, many sociologists and psychologists take the view that there heterosexual or homosexual practices but not homosexual individuals (Halgin, 2006). In brief, homosexuality and heterosexuality are terms that describe behavior, not the identity of a person. But gender identity confusion can lead to fear of homosexuality. But behavior is not grossly disorganized, nor is functioning impaired if the delusions are not acted out. A gay man or a lesbian may or may not elect to engage in homosexual behavior (Bell and Weinberg, 1998). Father's Presence A boy prefers the company of boys; his favorite toys are cars and trucks and he wants to be a fireman or policeman. The parents treated both the children differently, even though they are technically the same. This shows how parents do seek to socialize children into their gender roles, even if they are doing it unconsciously. Parents provide distinctive environments for boys and girls. They give them different toys and clothes and decorate their rooms differently (Fagot, 1995). They respond negatively to more obvious forms of cross-sex behavior. A very young boy who tries on his mother high-heeled shoes or puts on a dress or lipstick may be regarded with amused tolerance, but such behavior in older children is regarded as outrageous rather than funny. Father reacts especially strongly to any such signs of feminine tendencies in their sons (Nicolosi, 1991). The men may interpret certain kinds of feminine interests or actions as signs of developing homosexual tendencies in their sons and react to their tendencies in the strongest terms (Nicolosi, 1991). Psychologists described the uniformity of reports from literature that gay males had poorer relations with their fathers and concludes, “ Every study reported findings that their relationships with their fathers were unsatisfying with the father variously described as cold, rejecting, indifferent, hostile, or simply distant'' (Moberly, 1983). Likewise it was concluded that the homosexuals hurtful relationship with the father results in defensive detachment, which is carried over to relationships with other men. Homosexuality becomes a form of a reparative drive (Nicolosi, 1991) in which the boy seeks a nurturing male relationship to undo the repression and regain the lost father. Significant environmental issues such as the impact of the father-son relationship are indicated as important in the development of adult male homosexual orientation. As scholars suggested, the father-child relationship is one of many crucial elements in the development of any child. Deficits in this area may result in adverse effects to the child's (and later adult child's) identification with self as an adult, and this identification is generally considered to be crucial in determining the way in which children and adults form relationships with others (Blankenhorn, 1995). Conversely, boys seemed to conform to the sex-role standards of their culture when their relationships with their fathers were warm, regardless of how masculine the fathers were, even though warmth and intimacy have traditionally been seen as feminine characteristics (Blankenhorn, 1995). A son's pubertal development was a significant predictor of both information sharing and, to a lesser extent, values sharing, with fathers more likely to talk with sons who had attained more physical development. The father's recognition of his son's physical development appears to be an important factor in talking about sexuality. When fathers see their sons maturing physically, they may become aware of the increased possibility of sexual initiation, and this possibility spurs them to discussion of sexual s (Moberly, 1983). In the movie Billy Elliot, the simple rights of gay people are also advanced. In terms of personality traits, boys are generally aggressive, independent, dominant, competitive, logical, direct, adventurous, self-confident, and ambitious. Boys are described as closemouthed, rough, and sloppy in their habits. Boys do not usually enjoy art and literature, and cannot easily express and find it easy to express their feelings. This is what it means to be masculine in the eyes of biased society. But Billy, more than the fondness for boxing his father wants for him, his natural flair falls for dancing, an art predominantly associated with girls. Most families, like that of Billy, urge boys to be little men even before they have any idea what it means to be a man. As a matter of fact, there is even more pressure on boys to be masculine than on girls to be feminine. They are constantly warned not to act like girls, not cry, and not to be sissies. Most people have always considered it worse for a boy to be a sissy than for a girl to be a tomboy. Boys may have to prove themselves by being athletic or by being tough, men by making a lot of money or by being a man's man in whatever way this is defined by their associates. But the burden of proof is always present. And the burden is heavier than most people think. When cooing to a baby in a crib, they use one tone of voice toward a girl, a different one toward a boy. Mothers look at baby girl more often and talk to her more frequently. By and large, children have been brought up to believe that women should be pretty and preferably slim, while men should be tall and strong (Sheinberg, 2004). This familial stereotyping is even carried on to the bigger world of the boys known as school. In the world that children enter at 6 there is a new adult, the teacher, whose discipline boys must conform to and whose acceptance they must court. Ordinarily the teacher is a woman, like the mother, and children's behavior toward their mother can be generalized toward her. But boys who are identifying with their father and rebelling against their mother often have trouble in the early grades. They may be less fearful of rejection by the teacher and therefore more reluctant to accept her influence (Sheinberg, 2004). It was also found that father's age at first intercourse would predict father-son sex-based communication. The rationale was that fathers who were sexually active at an earlier age would remember their experiences and would see their sons as needing information (Moberly, 1983). On the other hand, fathers who had sexual intercourse at a later age may believe it is best to wait, and they may talk with sons to instill this same value, while fathers who had sex at an early age might believe it best to inform their sons about sex in to prepare them for it (Moberly, 1983). Without a doubt, among African Americans, a father is the most important thing a boy can have in his life. They relate to one another on a level that cannot be achieved through a mother-son relationship. It is important to have communication in the relationship because talking brings the two closer. A father, though, needs to know when to play an active role in his son's life, and when to be more of an observer. If he mixes the two up, serious repercussions may occur. A father can be the best thing in his son's life, but he needs to care for the right (Sheinberg, 2004). Masculinity Another expert to have studied sexuality is Margaret Mead. Margaret Mead (1949) edified a good number of Americans about the significance of examining sensitively and plainly at other cultures to better comprehend the intricacies of humanness. She contends that it seems quite probable that nature creates some inborn tendencies. But there is ample proof that heredity alone does not necessarily push men toward being independent and aggressive, nor women toward being passive and submissive (Mead, 1949). In one tribe that Mead studied, both men and women were what we would call highly feminine. Both sexes shunned aggression. Both took care of and nurtured the children. In modern times, girls and women are considered feminine unless they display overwhelming evidence to the contrary, but boys and men have to win the right to be called masculine. They have to prove their masculinity; they have to face and succeed in all kinds of financial, intellectual, sexual, and physical tests. The testing process starts early and continues throughout life (Mead, 1949). In the other tribe, the members of one sex spent all their time applying cosmetics, gossiping, putting, engaging in emotional outbursts, and taking care of the children. Members of the other sex had clean-shaven heads, scorned any makeup or ornamentation, were active and domineering, and provided most of the tribe's food and other necessities. But the last sentence describes how the women behaved. The preceding sentence, about a fondness for cosmetics and emotional outbursts, describes the men (Mead, 1949). The motives for affiliation and dependency are universal. So are the emotions that accompany them. Society's demand to suppress them is in effect a demand to transcend humanity. And efforts to do so can never completely succeed. Since it is impossible to program out all emotions, even the most extreme he-man can only approximate the masculine ideal. Thus every man, aware of the stirrings of the softer and weaker emotion he tries so dutifully to hide, is bound to worry about his own masculinity. Otherwise, he is prejudged as gay, a sissy, or a homosexual (Duberman, et al., 1989). The Religion's Take The church usually operates with a bureaucratic structure and claims to include most of the members of a society. The difficulties the society has experienced in recent years are reflective of that of the ancient times and have contributed to the resurgence of conservative Christianity (Fisher, et al., 1994). We have seen in Christie Davies' Sexual Taboos and Social Boundaries that religion may be a conservative force, impeding modernization and reaffirming traditional authority (Davies, 1982). The bold article tackles Christianity's bias against such so-called sexual taboos as homosexuality, bestiality, and transvestism in North America and Europe. That is, Christianity is associable with such concepts as hypocrisy, racism, narrow-mindedness and conservativism (Fisher, et al., 1994). Davies is referring to the passages in the Bible, which state that homosexuality is wrong. These occur most prominently in Deuteronomy. Is it not entirely possible for instance to believe that the Bible is entirely true except those passages which condemn homosexuality which were inserted later by corrupt scribes (Fisher, et al., 1994). Second, because homosexuals are considered deviants, the religious, military, and political principals find a way to give them a reprehensible image by consolidating their boundaries. The symbolic interactionist perspective has been a useful tool for examining the complexities of this heterosexual-homosexual relationship. Thus, should the roles of certain members of the society depart from the normal conventions bing on the taboo, as homosexuals have been automatically deemed doing, invariably there are spiteful consequences for their behavior and actions (Fisher, et al., 1994). And third, Davies argues that the society's mainstream institutions dictate and shape the homosexuals' experiences. In large part, they unconsciously build up their sense of reality by the way the society s its social agendas and structures social alternatives. To the extent that they are locked within the social environment provided by the heterosexual culture, the homosexual segment inhabits a somewhat restricted world outside and is thus considered an external threat to any open social frontier (Fisher, et al., 1994). Homosexual acts were punishable by death among the ancient Hebrews, but accepted and even admired by the Greeks. Later, the early Christians held that abstinence was the noblest form of sexual behavior, but at about the same time, the Romans were indulging in their famous orgies in the Colosseum (Fisher, et al., 1994). In England, at the time of Queen Elizabeth, sex was treated with frankness and frequently with a ribaldry that has no parallel in Western history. A little later, under Queen Victoria, it was regarded with such great circumspection that among some groups of these very same Englishmen, one would hardly have known that coitus ever took place and any falls from propriety were the cause of great scandal and disgrace (Lenski and Lenski, 1999). Moreover, Davies also touches on dehumanization or slavery by way of Christian association. In the Western society, significant segments of the population reject coexistence with minorities in equal terms. Women and homosexuals are subsumed in the list of minorities in the large group of African Americans (Davies, 1982). The current debate suggests that Christianity or any religion for that matter, remains a powerful moving force in Western life. People are not close to resolving how to relate people's religious lives to their religious lives. Each generation must tackle its own church-state question as Christie Davies does with homosexuality in her article (Davies, 1982). Furthermore, broadly considered, long-term relationship, heterosexual or homosexual, should be considered as families. The social definition of the family as a group of people related by blood, marriage, or adoption has come to its revolutionary point of reshaping into such as a group of people who love and care or each other regardless of spiritual background or sexual preference (Fisher, et al., 1994). Some gays and lesbians are married, have children, and lead lives that in most respects are indistinguishable from those of the larger population. However, homosexual adults who have come to terms with their homosexuality, who do not regret their sexual orientation, and who can function effectively sexually and socially, are no more distressed psychologically than are heterosexual men and women (Klonoff & Landrine, 2000). Homophobia Few people in the history of Western society have been more scorned, feared, and stigmatized than homosexuals. To put in a more appropriate context, these people who fear, hate, and persecute the homosexuals are homophobic (Kagay, 1999). Gays and lesbians often hold values and beliefs that are different from those of the dominant culture. Because of the controversial nature of being gay or lesbian, and the heavy social proscriptions against it, many individuals are reluctant to ``come out of the closet'' or to reveal their membership in this co-culture. As more gays and lesbians identify themselves publicly, they find that their attitudes and communication patterns often clash with people who do not understand the gay and lesbian co-cultures (Vander Zanden, 1995). When the collision involves the arbitrary denial of privilege, prestige, and power to members of the homosexual co-culture whose qualifications are equal to those of members of the dominant group as the heterosexuals, then generally, sociologists can easily label this as discrimination. And when the attitudes of aversion and hostility toward the homosexual co-culture abound because they simply belong to it and hence are presumed to have the objectionable qualities ascribed to it, then the label becomes prejudice (Vander Zanden, 1993). Whereas prejudice is an attitude or a state of mind, discrimination is action. Therefore, phobia as an irrational part of a person's mentality makes homophobia basically a prejudice that may lead to discrimination but cannot grow to be a form of racism (Klonoff & Landrine, 2000). Racism or racialism is a belief in the superiority of some races over others. It also involves prejudice against or hatred of other races. Discriminating behavior is also defining element in racism. Be that as it may, racism is based on other than racial membership and in this 's case, on sexual preference or orientation too. Stereotypically, it is based on the color of the skin, the texture of the hair, the facial features, the stature, and the shape of the heads. Biologists typically view races as populations that differ in the incidence of various hereditary traits. More narrowly, they conceive of a race or subspecies as an inbreeding, geographically isolated population that differs in hereditary traits from other members of the species (Bullough & Bullough 1996). Hereditary is the key term. Although there are some floating nature-nurture debate on the tendency to be homosexual, being gay or lesbian is more broadly accepted as a behavior than a heritable peculiarity (Klonoff & Landrine, 2000). Homosexuality knows no color or physical feature. Although gays whiten the color of their skin, stretch their hair length, effeminize their facial features, glamorize their stature, or cosmetically alter the shape of their heads, they cannot be classified a race but a co-culture instead (Bell and Weinberg, 1998). Although racial stratification is similar to other systems of stratification in which African Americans are a part of, including gender stratification, in its essential features, there tends to be one major difference. Racial and ethnic groups often have the potential for carving their own independent nation from the existing state (Klonoff & Landrine, 2000). Political separatism may offer racial groups a solution that is not available to gender groups. Gender groups typically lack the potential for becoming self-sufficient political states because they do not function as self-sufficient social or economic groups (Vander Zanden, 1995). Homosexuals are a varied group. They are found in all occupational fields, political persuasions, religious faiths, and racial and ethnic groups. Some are married, have children, and lead lives that in most respects are indistinguishable from those of the larger population. Others enter homosexual unions that are relatively durable (Kagay, 1999). In fact, if homosexuality could be considered a part of the gender stratification, then homophobia could even be more appropriately subsumed by the realms of sexism than racism. But the homosexual population cannot be undervalued that a gay joke can testify to their numbers: “ I wonder why gay people multiply. They don't have any vagina but they seem born twice a straight baby girl's chance.'' In many modern nations, the members of some groups participate in the main culture of the society while simultaneously sharing with one another a number of unique values, norms, traditions, and lifestyles. These cultural patterns are termed a co-culture (Vander Zanden, 1993). African American co-cultures that have become prominent in the United States partly because of their numbers and partly because of their lack of subscription to many of the mainstream beliefs, attitudes, and values. Although there are many co-cultures in the United States, the homosexual culture has become increasingly prominent because of their demands for equality. The values and beliefs from this co-culture often complicate relational dynamics within the United States. Volatile relations typically arise from homophobia and the violent incidents, as harsh as racist activities could get, that come with it (Bell and Weinberg, 1998). Today, racism and homophobia cannot in any case be directly coupled but just like racism victims, people are already protected against discrimination on the grounds of gender reassignment. It has been unlawful to discriminate against workers because of their sexual orientation, whether they are bisexual, lesbian, gay or heterosexual (Kagay, 1999). Still, although homosexuals have won a number of important victories in their drive to prohibit discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation, many realms of equality still elude them and preclude their freedom in practicing an open homosexual life in all spheres of American life. Regardless of one's view on the issue of homophobia and institutional discrimination, they require understanding, calm discourse, and a peaceful resolution (Kagay, 1999). No matter how one sees it, racism, discrimination, prejudice, or simply narrow-mindedness, homophobia is a phenomenon that doesn't typically consider as an object of fear non-human things as snakes, spaces, or heights. Like racism sometimes posed against African Americans themselves in the mainstream society, this issue is centering on people, human beings. Understanding the cultures of diverse groups, as well as our own culture, is the first step to not just understanding the concept of racism or homophobia but the essence of human race as a whole (Klonoff & Landrine, 2000). AIDS Additional communication problems identifiable with racism activities have occurred because of the antigay prejudice stirred by the AIDS epidemic. Many studies point to the relationship the disease has with deviant behavior (Rushing, 1995). The disease has had and still does have a strong association for many to homosexuality, drug use, sexual promiscuity and other sorts of sexual practice. AIDS is the ultimate, critical phase of infection with human immunodeficiency virus. AIDS is the acronym for acquired immunodeficiency syndrome. The name signifies the truth that HIV harshly injures the immune system, the body's key protection to resist disease. The first reported AIDS case surfaced first in 1981 in the United States, though scientists have discovered HIV in a sample amassed in 1959 in Africa. Since then, a myriad of AIDS cases have been identified from different parts of the world (Wagner, 1999). Since the first AIDS cases were reported in 1981, through mid-1994 more than 402, 000 AIDS cases and more than 241, 000 deaths have been reported in the U. S. alone (Wagner, 1999). Efforts to develop an AIDS vaccine have not yet succeeded, partly because the AIDS virus mutates rapidly. Along with AIDS, other sexually transmitted diseases are bracketed together with homosexuals. These are gonorrhea, syphilis, and genital herpes. Over 20 million Americans now have genital herpes and half a million new cases appear each year, making this incurable disease the most common STD (Rushing, 2005). Its virus causes fever blisters, can cause genital herpes, especially in patients who engage in oral sex, an act usually associated with homosexuals. Vesicles appear on the mucous membranes of the labia, vagina, and cervix in females, and on the penis and foreskin in males (Wagner, 1999). Anger at being infected with AIDS and maintaining fighting spirit seems to increase the ability of the immune system to combat rather than to succumb to AIDS (Wagner, 1999). Though such emotions may delay the progression of AIDS, their effects on the immune system are not sufficient to prevent or stop the disease (Rushing, 1995). Lacking any other means of preventing or curing AIDS, educating people to avoid exposure to it is the only means of prevention. Interestingly, most cases have been among homosexual or bisexual males, intravenous drug abusers, and the sexual partners and infants of these groups (Irwin & Thompson, 1977). This is largely due to the fact that, in the early years of the disease, it was far more prevalent within the gay community and almost non-existent outside of it. Since then, discrimination has been generalized against the entire homosexual sector (Gallo, 2001). Along with the historical context of AIDS, the media is partly to blame for this not so accurate association. Some religious groups see AIDS as a punishment from God for sinful behavior (Bell and Weinberg, 1998). Linking these in gender roles and gay sexuality, it could be deduced that through sexual experiences, people are attracted to others, share deep levels of intimacy, enjoy sensuous pleasure, and may discover romantic love (Irwin & Thompson, 1977). What's important is that teaching healthy behaviors at a young age since change becomes more difficult with age. Unless something dramatically changes, sexual freedom will proliferate, no matter how hard the fogies grumble (Irwin & Thompson, 1977). Psychological Perspective Sexual behavior is influenced by a whole array of desires and preferences that all of us begin to learn in childhood and may continue to revise throughout our lives (Lenski and Lenski, 1999). Whether a male or a female, sexual behavior is molded by our personalities, moral standards, and social relationships. In general, most aspects of sexuality seem to be well-established by the time of adolescence and to persist throughout life (Bullough and Bullough, 1996). This is true even of homosexual preferences, and especially true of sexual capacity. Most men and women have their own pattern of desire and ability for orgasm. They are physically incapable of exceeding this rate of activity, except perhaps for brief periods, and are likely to be physically or psychologically uncomfortable with a lower rate (Betancourt & Lopez, 1993). Some people express anxiety and confusion over their manhood or womanhood. A number of psychotherapists who take on so-called sexual orientation conversion therapy testify that they have been able to transform their clients' sexual orientation and preferences from homosexual to heterosexual. Sexual orientation conversion therapies, rather than surgery, are resorted to in an attempt to better alleviate the conversion symptoms and help them deal directly with their emotional and sexual problems. A closer analysis of these reports nevertheless reveals numerous factors that have reservations about their claims. For instance, some of the contentions emanate from associations with an ideological standpoint that censures homosexuality (Nicolosi, 1991). Conversion symptoms are reinforced in two ways. The individual gets the primary gain of removal from a threatening situation in a way that keeps serious internal conflict out of awareness. The symptom usually has a symbolic value that represents and is a partial solution to that emotional conflict. Conversion reactions also often achieve the secondary gain of extra sympathy and social support that might not otherwise be forthcoming. Such benefits, in turn, further reinforce the reactions and contribute to maintaining them (Nicolosi, 1991). Psychologist Christopher Rosik claims that various clients have well-founded and compelling reasons for embarking on sexual orientation conversion therapy, and mental health specialists have a duty to act upon these clients with respect to their aspirations. For gay individuals, it could be that women are tiptoed around either to forestall instinctive incest sensations with mother, which incite qualms of castration from father or to prevent the loss of the male organ through sexual intercourse (Nicolosi, 1991). Certainly, without any certain way to delineate sexual orientation, assistance for probing individuals should not be restricted. Albeit one understands the presupposition that sexual orientation cannot be altered, how does one know when a patient's sexual orientation is full-fledged? In the absence of a more assured way to neutrally ascertain sexual orientation, possibly we should place substantial emphasis upon the self-assessment of clients. Individuals who desire to change cannot dependably be advised that they cannot change, since we cannot also pronounce with assurance that they have decided on a cast-iron trait (Nicolosi, 1991). Interestingly, the conversion serves little purpose when one's symptoms violate generally available medical knowledge and are then not acceptable. This is especially true for Dr. Robert-Jay Green, who conveys apprehension over sexual reorientation therapy, advising that clients must fully comprehend their motives for the pursuit of conversion. He claims that there is fairly modest evidence a propos the efficacy of such therapy (Nicolosi, 1991). Even supposing most homosexuals lead flourishing, content lives, some homosexual or even bisexual individuals may desire a sexual reorientation via psychotherapy, at times bulldozed by the demands of religious sectors or family members to take a crack at it and do so. The truth is that homosexuality is not a dis. It does not necessitate cure and is not amendable (Nicolosi, 1991). Nowadays, homosexuals have come to terms with their homosexuality, who do not regret their sexual orientation, and who can, as a matter of fact, function effectively sexually and socially, are no more distressed psychologically than are heterosexual men and women. Homosexual or bisexual individuals may ask for psychological aid with the coming out process or for slants to contend with bigotry, but the majority goes into psychotherapy for the same life issues that make heterosexual people seek mental health experts (Betancourt & Lopez, 1993). Except in the case of clearly defined problems such as specific phobias, the results and justifiability of a sexual conversion therapy, unfortunately are very difficult to assess. It is hard to determine whether a homosexual client has improved at all, much less to exactly what extent. Often, different opinions are held by the therapist, the client, and outside observers such as the client's family and friends (Nicolosi, 1991). All in all, a desire to get rid of any psychological problem is one of the most important of all factors increasing the likelihood of success. Just as strong motivation for change is highly favorable, so is a willingness to work hard at eliminating the difficulties and a belief that the so-called sexual conversion treatment will help. Clients do best when they trust and like their therapist and are convinced that the therapist understands their predicament, sympathizes with them, and is going about the treatment in a way that promises relief, if not social acceptance among African Americans (Klonoff & Landrine, 2000). Conclusion It is perhaps as difficult to be automatically typed as superior as to be automatically typed as inferior in the African American community. Men as well as women suffer anxieties over the way they are sex-typed to perform, which may be emotion, not to mention their physical strength and other capabilities. The traditional standards of masculinity and femininity may still serve a purpose or may have become obsolete, but as long as they continue to influence human behavior they will cause inner conflicts between sexes, as well as some open conflicts between them as manifest by violence and physical aggression. By and large, powerful forces are still pushing males in the direction of being masculine. Everyone, homosexual or heterosexual, grows up in our society is bound to feel the pressure (Sheinberg, 2004). Still, if they say “ boys will be boys,'' other camps say that “ homosexuals will be homosexuals for eternity.'' Popular belief among African Americans is that lesbians tend to form more lasting ties than do gay men. However, whereas lesbian and heterosexual place considerable emphasis on fidelity, gay couples tolerate outside sexual relations. On the whole, the men define fidelity not in terms of sexual behavior, but in terms of each individual's commitment to the other. From gay-affirming point of view of the psychologists, it may be easy to be psychologically ready for gay men as they are more likely to break up over money issues and other incompatibilities than over sexual faithfulness (Duberman, et al., 1989). In point of fact, gay men tend to sort household duties out according to each person's skills and preferences and only rarely on the basis of socially stereotyped roles of husband and wife. Indeed, these therapies mushroomed in to cope with the persistent issue of social acceptance. Although African American gays and lesbians have won a number of important victories in their drive to prohibit discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation, many realms of equality still elude them and preclude their freedom in practicing an open homosexual lifestyle in all spheres of human civilization. No wonder, homosexuals are coerced to turn to such sexual conversion therapies so just to elude themselves from such social label in the African American stratum. References Bell, Allan, and Martin Weinberg. (1998). Homosexualities: A Study of Diversity Among Men and Women. New York: Simon and Schuster. Betancourt, H., & Lopez, S. R. (1993). “ The Study Of Culture, Ethnicity, And Race In American Psychology. " American Psychologist, vol. 48. Blankenhorn, D. (1995). Fatherless America. New York: Basic Books. Bullough, V. L. and B. Bullough. (1996). Sexual attitudes: Myths and realities. Buffalo, NY: Prometheus Books. Davies, Christie. (1982). “ Sexual Taboos and Social Boundaries. " American Journal of Sociology. Duberman, M. B., Vicinus, M., & Chauncey, Jr., G. (Eds.). 1989). Hidden From History: Reclaiming The Gay & Lesbian Past. Ontario, Canada: NAL Books. Fagot, B. I. (1995). “ Parenting boys and girls. " Handbook of Parenting. NJ: Erlbaum. Fisher, R. D., Derison, D., Polley, C., F. III, Cadman, J., & Johnston, D. (1994). “ Religiousness, Religious Orientation, And Attitudes Towards Gays And Lesbians. " Journal Of Applied Social Psychology, vol. 24. Gallo, Robert. (2001). Virus Hunting: AIDS, Cancer, and the Human Retrovirus : a Story of Scientific Discovery. Basic Books. Halgin, Richard P. (2006). Taking Sides: Clashing Views in Abnormal Psychology, 4th edition. McGraw-Hill/Dushkin. Irwin, P., & Thompson, N. L. (1977). “ Acceptance of the Rights of Homosexuals: A Social Pro. " Journal of Homosexuality, vol. 3. Kagay, Michael. (1999). “ Homosexuals Gain More Acceptance. " New York Times. Klonoff, E. A., & Landrine, H. (2000). “ Revising And Improving The African American Acculturation Scale. " Journal Of Black Psychology, vol. 26. Lenski, Gerhard, and Jean Lenski. (1999). Human Societies: an Introduction to Macrosociology. New York: McGraw-Hill. Mead, Margaret. (1949). Male and Female. New York: William Morrow and Company Publishers. Moberly, E. (1983). Homosexuality: A New Christian Ethic. Greenwood: Attic Press. Nicolosi, J. (1991). Reparative Therapy of Male Homosexuality. Northvale, NJ: Aronson. Rushing, William A. (1995). The AIDS Epidemic: Social Dimensions of an Infectious Disease. Westview Press. Sheinberg, N. (2004). “ How Should I Raise My Child? Assessing The Parental Beliefs And Practices Of Latino And African American Mothers In The Context Of A Parenting Intervention Program. " Unpublished Doctoral Dissertation, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA. Vander Zanden, James. (1995). “ Race Relations in Transition". New York: Random House. Vander Zanden, James W. (1993). Sociology. McGraw-Hill, Inc. 
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