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Culture and Representation Culture and representation are aspects of 

significant importance in understanding the background of a particular 

occurrence within a particular society. In native societies such as that of the 

Americans, it is substantively evident that the dominant American society is 

set into captivity by certain powerful stereotypes. In a critical analysis of how

such aspects are taken into perspective, it ideal that there is to a certain 

extent, an aspect of a primitive view in respect to how the Americans view 

the Indians. Additionally, there is also the juxtaposition of the American 

white stereotyping of the Indian culture as an inferior. Based on such a 

perspective, this paper supports the position of Deloria on the reasons why 

the Indians would join the Wild West Shows by providing justification of his 

reasoning over the point of view. 

In the representation chapter, it is evident the various aspects discussed. 

First, based on the perspective that the Indians were considered primitive of 

an inferior culture as compared to that of the Whites and Americans in 

specific (Miller 212), Deloria examines a number of issues pertaining to the 

aspect of stereotyping on the image of the Indians. On the chapter of “ 

Representation,” there is the aspect of Indian violence having a significant 

manifestation on the silver screen. In determining the reasons pertaining to 

such occurrences, it is clear that Deloria makes an exploration of the 

participation that native actors participate in, towards the restructure and 

reinforcement of the historicized Indian image (Deloria 146). Based on such 

a perspective it is substantively clear that under the circumstances in which 

the Indians were in their culture considered primitive, joining the Wild West 

Shows would assist in the construction of Indian agency, which is a stand I 

https://assignbuster.com/the-position-of-deloria-on-the-reasons-why-the-
indians-would-join-the-wild-west/



 The position of deloria on the reasons w... – Paper Example  Page 3

support fully as Deloria addresses the issue. 

Additionally, in the same chapter of “ Representation,” there was the use of 

violent image of Indians in film, an aspect that Indians protested against 

significantly, especially when the images were viewed in reservations in 

foreign nations. As Deloria brings the aspect out, it is substantively clear that

the image depicted by the Indians in the films had a role to play, which was 

mainly attributed to the reinforcement of the expectations of the non-Indians

in the cultural setting dominated by the whites (Cook, Glickman and Malley 

56). Based on such a perspective, it is substantively evident that another 

reasons as to why the Indians would join the Wild West Shows or even work 

as extras or actors in the early film industry, is due to the fact that they had 

no alternative and, therefore, were forced into participating in the films 

considering that they were considered inferior to the white American culture 

(Deloria 124). Such a point of view is supported by the fact that the Indians 

constantly protested the violent images of themselves, especially when the 

pictures were viewed on reservations in the larger cities. This shows that 

ideally, the Indians were reduced to consumers of the cultural artifact as was

required by the Whites (Dei 79). 
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