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Jean Jacques Rousseau was a French philosopher whose disposition on 

human nature took him into the vantage of man’s birth and his existence on 

this earth. Rousseau’s Discourse On Inequality is a development of the man 

from freedom to his virtual and self created slavery. In a quest to attain the 

materialistic possessions, he had lost his own freedom, which was earlier, 

the part of his existence. Man in his “ state of nature” slowly developed 

himself into a state of artificiality. His whole existence depends upon the 

fulfillment of his unending needs on the basis of which lies his relationship 

with others in the society and inenvironment. 

This dependency makes him slave to the others for whom he matters the 

most. This aspect of human nature Rousseau discourses on the Origin of 

Inequality. All men are born equal yet there is inequality among them and 

how this inequality among people originated, the answer to it is found in our 

history. When the first man, after getting hold of a piece of ground, 

confirmed with pride, This is mine, (Rousseau, 431) and found other people 

believed him; he had already laid foundation of civilized society. 

It is a society whereby all men are striving to attain maximum fruits provided

by nature but it is also a fact that this is not possible without the help of 

others. Every one is isolated yet all of them are mutually dependent upon 

each other and subsequently these are reciprocal needs that unite them. It is

also known fact that it is almost very difficult to put a man under subjugation

unless he is first put into the position where by he is incapable of doing 

things without others. 
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Before the man had started learning to work in groups, the first thing man 

mostly cared for was his own matter of existence and another was his own 

self preservation. He only needed whatever the nature provided him with 

and he learned it with his own instincts. Hunger and eagerness to know what

is happening around him exposed him to different other ways to sustain on 

this Earth and among them was the way by which he could propagate his 

species. This act in him was quite insensitive in nature and without passion. 

When they were satisfied, both the sexes need not know each other and 

even children forgot their mothers. Primitive man was not totally ignorant 

about the ways to utilize natural resources to his advantage but soon he got 

exposed to many difficulties and the time came when he had to learn various

ways to counter these difficulties like fruit laden tall trees making it 

impossible for him to collect them; competition with other groups who were 

more eager to collect the fruits from these trees; and the need to counter 

furious looking and dangerous tribes man. 

He adopted his own routine exercises as he had to be very swift, and very 

vigrous in nature with strong physique. He started the use of stones and 

sticks to create weapons and with his new profound discovery, man 

embarked his journey to conquer all the obstacles that came in his way and 

in many situations indemnified himself as a consequence of his defeat 

against much stronger than himself. As human race grew in large number, 

man’s needs also grew and subsequently there were number of changes in 

his way of living. 
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These changes could be due to long winters and extremely hot summers 

which destroyed the fruits. These hardships might have induced the man to 

discover something new and this led to formation of an industry. At the 

seashore, man invented hook line. He also became fish eater and consumed 

a large number of fish. Then in the forests, he invented bows and arrows and

became warrior. Lightenning or volcano must have induced in him the idea 

of generating electricity. 

First he learned to preserve whatever knowledge or expertise he considered 

useful to him, like learning ways to preserve the elements of nature, later 

the way to reproduce these elements and the method to cook the flesh of 

animals on fire he was initially eating raw and slowly he was able to 

overcome all the obstacles posed by the nature to maintain his survival. As 

more civilizations made their appearance felt across the globe, man’s 

dangers increased and he began to show more intensity towards his 

protection and care. 

All his characteristics like strength, weakness, slow speed, fearfulness and 

boldness changed according to the needs and increased his intensity to take 

the precautions necessary for his security. These traits in him also increased 

his power of reasoning according to the nature and the rules of his own area.

He began to judge others in the same way he would judge himself and 

understood the way they thought and acted in conformity to his own. The 

experiences also taught him the love for others and the complexities in 

various relationships. 
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He began to understand how their mutual interests would satiate in his 

dependence on the other men of his own area, and he also began to realize 

how their conflicting interests would make him suspicious of others. In the 

case where he thought his mutual interest lied, he would create temporary 

association with others, where no member has any restrictions and in later 

case, every one would seek their own self interest. In this way, men began to

understand to work in a mutual cooperation with each other and advantages 

in fulfilling them and slowly they began to understand to adopt language. 

For them at that stage, the language of rooks or monkeys was enough to 

help them communicate with each other. Through cries, gestures and with 

some sounds, they were able to send their messages across and with the 

passing of time, they began to articulate the sounds to form their own 

languages but they were totally imperfect and rude. These advancements 

led them further to develop themselves and now they neither slept under the

tree nor in the caves but they invented hard and sharp stones; they would 

dug inside the earth, cut wood and carved out huts from them. 

This was the beginning of the first revolution but with this revolution also 

began the human’s journey towards his very complex and hard relations with

the other human beings. Stronger men were able to build their huts first , 

followed by weaker ones who found themselves safer to imitate them. This 

was the beginning of the society, when human beings started feeling various

emotions that would attach them to each other and from then on, there was 

a beginning offamilyrelationships, humanity, love and affection. 
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Each family became a small society, and united to each other to attain 

maximum satisfaction in their personal lives and in their union with each 

other. The women confined in their homes and men went to the world 

outside to sustain their lives. This was the beginning of dependency not only 

among opposite sexes but also among other fellow beings. With this, their 

needs also began to increase and to meet these needs, they had to adopt 

and acquire different qualities and skills in relationship to others and also 

among each other. 

As said by Rousseau, “ the society in its beginning stages and the relations 

already established among men required in them qualities different from 

those they derived from their primitive constitution. ”(Rousseau, 435) Now 

the men were no longer contended with rustic huts, they were not making 

their own clothes with skins of animals or thorns of fish bones but required 

labor of others to produce for them luxuries they never dreamt of. This need 

led to the requirement of labor and dependency of man on each other. Each 

man relied on each other for fulfillment of his unending needs and desires. 

Population also began to rise and many civilizations developed which 

acquired lands and were confined within the precinct of their own 

boundaries, but this was not a limit because civilizations continued to grow 

and with each growth, they acquired more and more land. The lust of 

acquisitions for more land and hope for a revenue from agriculture made it 

the most costly and valuable commodity. More and more forests began to be

transformed into fields needed to be watered and tilled with men’s sweat 

and with this “ slavery and misery were soon seen to germinate and grow 

with the crops. (Rousseau, 436). Metallurgy and agriculture and the lust for 
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more possession of these two forms of art developed jealously and pride in 

the man. The necessity for gaining the knowledge of other art forms arose to

give agriculture a boost. While one man was needed to forge the iron, the 

other was needed to feed them. When workers increased in metallurgy, the 

workers in the agriculture got reduced, as they got involved in extraction of 

metals; and since some neededfoodin exchange of iron, barter system came 

into existence- food in exchange of product and vice versa. 

The things would have been in the state of the balance if the equal amount 

of food and minerals had been developed but this was not the case. The 

people who were stronger in the society were doing majority of work; the 

skillful of all were turning this opportunity to better their position; and the 

most ingenious were finding the way to reduce the labor, for e. g. farmer 

needed iron the most and the blacksmith needed wheat; and if both of them 

performed equal amount of labor but by putting equal amount of labor, one 

earned a lot while the other hardly had enough to eat. Thus it is that natural 

inequality imperceptibly manifests itself together with inequality occasioned 

by the socialization process. ” (Rousseau, 437) It is these occupational 

differences which enabled men to be more noticeable and more effective, 

and influenced the fate of others. Man began to develop their own 

imagination and mental power to decide on several activities. He fruitfully 

developed several forms of art for his own purpose and the development of 

these various arts gave him his own rank and position in his own area of 

working. 

And he had established himself not just on the basis of the production of 

goods and services but also on the virtue of his own qualities like beauty, 
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clever mind, strength, skills, and also his other merits and talents. These 

qualities in him enticed him to prove himself in the society as best in terms 

how he had made himself and the society to move forward economically, 

socially and independently, but he too began to show himself more than 

what he could achieve to his advantage. This trait in him became quite a 

dangerous proposition as it entails ostentation, deceptiveness, cunningness 

and all the vices that would make a man slave. 

Rousseau was quite right when he said that “ On the other hand, although 

man had previously been free and independent, we find him, so to speak, 

subject, by virtue of a multitude of fresh needs, to all of nature and 

particularly to his fellowmen, whose slave in a sense he becomes even in 

becoming their master; rich, he needs their services; poor he needs their 

help; and being midway between wealth andpovertydoes not put him in a 

position to get along without them”. (Rousseau, 437) What followed was 

based on the simple fact that man is a social animal and required one person

or the other to make him meet and fulfill his needs. 

But when the most powerful and the weakest try to make the most of each 

other’s strengths and weaknesses what entails is the unbridled passion for 

the usurpations of wealth by whatever means and this greed, lust and power

make one man dominate the other, still there is no possibility of going on 

without each other. This is an essence of human civilization and it holds true 

in 21st century also no matter how advanced scientifically and 

technologically it is, the man is and would remain slave to his fellowmen. 
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