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Scientific method is used. “ Unlike Perennials and Fundamentalism, it rejects
unchanging and universal absolute facts and sees change as the center of
education” (Wilma, 2011, p. 344). Extreme formalism and traditional
education is opposed in Progressivism. Interdisciplinary teaching is
performed and the assessments rarely focus on rote memorization. The goal
is to get students to critically think about ideas that are important to them

from the inside out (Cohn, 2008).

The term “ progressive” was coined to distinguish today’s education from
the rotational curriculum of the 19th century, which was rooted in classical
preparation for the university and strongly differentiated by socioeconomic
status. In contrast, Progressive education is rooted in present experience. |
agree with most of the Progressive philosophy; | believe that teaching
vocations as electives in high school is very helpful to some students. For
example, if a student does not choose to go to college, they can fall back on

the welding, sewing, or medical assisting class they took in high school.

Not all students are cut out for a college career. Progressives believe that
the classroom is a mini society, and in society, when someone does
something legally wrong they are punished for the wrong-doing. | believe in
discipline and holding students accountable for their actions. In my
classroom, | will have rules posted and | will communicate my expectations
daily. My students will know exactly what is expected of them in the first
days of school and thereafter as needed. If students break a rule or act out in

class, they will tell me what they did wrong and why it was wrong.
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If the behavior continues, behavior contracts will be drawn up teen the
students and me, and the students will follow that contract. If the contract
does not help with the behavior, a parent meeting may be warranted.
Beyond that, | may let my students decide how to discipline. Being flexible
and giving the students some control of their classroom is the key with the
Progressive philosophy. The first few days of school in my classroom the
walls may look a little bare. | feel like the teacher should collaborate with the
students in making the classroom rules and procedures in order to give the

students some ownership of heir new classroom.

| will have one bulletin board decorated with a calendar and another bulletin
board will be blank for the students to decide how to decorate. | will not have
assigned seating; | will let my students sit in a different desk every day in
order to give them some freedom to choose where to sit. If a behavior
problem arises, | may have to assign seats, but | will handle behaviors when
as they happen. | believe that having a classroom that my students have
ownership of will allow them to feel less intimidated and proud to call it a
community of learners. Over time teachers have developed teacher-centered

Progressivism.

This is a blended version of traditional and progressive pedagogy. Teachers
normally spend more five hours a day in the same classroom with students
who rarely have the same interests, motivation, or prior background
knowledge. Society expects teachers to manage classroom behavior, teach
the course of study, maintain student interest in content areas and skills,
differentiate the instruction, and provide evidence that they have performed
satisfactorily. All the while, these classroom sizes continue to grow larger u
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to budget cuts, probation, and a lack of professionals entering the teaching

field.

Cubans (2009) study found that because of these issues: Teachers have
created schools and fulfill unceasing societal demands for mass education.
Most teachers hug the middle of the pedagogical continuum, a fact that
policy elites too often neglect to consider. Most experienced teachers have
learned through trial and error that no particular teaching approach, no
matter how successful its champions say it is, yields desired outcomes with
all students, all the time (p. 30). In conclusion, regressive education is a

child-centered education that focuses on individuality and diversity.

| believe that if | give my students a voice and let them choose how their
classroom operates it will be more enjoyable for the student and the teacher.
| believe that Progressivism is important because it teaches children how to
become not only good learners but also good people. In a progressive
environment, students play a vital role in helping outline the curriculum,
form the questions, discover the answers, problem solve to consider the

possibilities, and evaluate to see how successful they have been.
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