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Many colonists held a stronger loyalty to their American Colonies than to 

England by the eve of the Revolution. The battles and trials that they 

endured gave them an identity and a unity, they had survived through many 

hardships and any group that does that had some sort of bond. The unique 

combining of cultures, geography, and the many political ordeals that 

American colonists had endured provided them with a sense of identity and 

unity. There was a combining of culture in America that was unique and this 

mixing that occurred throughout the colonies made it so that the majority 

could not identify, fully, with the term " Englishmen" but identified 

themselves as Americans. In Europe most would call themselves French, 

Dutch, Irish, ect., but in the colonies there were so many people immigrating 

from not only England, but most other European countries and in America 

they were marrying and reproducing in a way that did not happen as often in

Europe so they identified with the term " American" because they no longer 

could identify with only one European country. The descendents of an Irish 

woman and a French man born in America could not identify solely with the 

term Irish or French, and they were not born in Europe so the term European 

could not apply to them, but the word American described these unique 

people perfectly. The American was a mixture of many cultures and could 

identify with living in America and being a part of large web of different 

backgrounds. Hector St. John CrÃ¨vecoer explained this concept of an 

American in his " Letters from an American Farmer," composed in the 

1770's. Here he explains that the descendent of many different cultures " is 

an American, who leaving behind him all his ancient prejudices and manners,

receives new ones from the new mode of life he has embraced." CrÃ¨vecoer 
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goes on to say that America is a place that people of many different races 

are combined and " melted into a new race of man," a race of man that will 

cause many changes throughout the world. This description of a melting pot 

is now heard frequently in America to describe its citizens. The cultural 

assimilation that occurred in the colonies of the New World gave the people 

a great sense of identity and the unity as all being Americans. Geography 

was a large part of the disloyalty and disconnection that the colonists felt 

toward England before the Revolution. England was an entire ocean away, 

and a government that holds power from thousands of miles away can not 

be the most effective or efficient. This might have best been said in The 

Famous Mather Byles: The noted Boston Tory Preacher " which is better, to 

be ruled by a tyrant three thousand miles away, or three thousand tyrants 

one mile away." The simple fact that England was on the other side of the 

Atlantic Ocean, not a journey that was made easily, made it clear to colonists

that they could not reach their potential with a government that could not 

attend to them quickly and accurately. That is when they took it upon 

themselves in developing an identity as a separate country that had to be 

governed by a leader that was at least on the same continent. As Edmund 

Burke stated in his " Notes for Speech in Parliament. 3 February 1766": " The

eternal Barriers of Nature forbid that the colonies should be blended or 

coalesces into the Mass … of this Kingdom." Burke also states in the same 

document that Parliament cannot expect to govern America as they govern 

an English town because of the fact that they are an ocean and thousands of

miles away. The fact that America was such a great distance from England 

gave them a sense of identity as a separate union There were many political 
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ordeals that America endured and since Americans experienced these 

occurrences as a whole they developed a strong sense of unity. One of the 

best examples of the unity between colonies was displayed after the Boston 

Tea Party in 1773. Colonists in Boston rebelled against the Tea Act by 

dumping English tea into the harbor, Parliament then closed the port as a 

harsh punishment to the colonists which left Boston with no supplies being 

shipped into the area. Other American colonies helped out tremendously 

according to the Massachusetts Historical Society's list of contributors to the 

relief of Boston in 1774 and 1775. Many towns in Connecticut such as 

Glastonbury, Groton, and Wethersfield sent corn and rice. Other towns in 

New Jersey, Massachusetts, North Carolina, and South Carolina sent grain, 

rice, flour, livestock, corn, and money, with other provisions to aid Boston in 

their time of need. The colonies were not instructed by England to be 

supportive of or to be united with each other. Americans did however, begin 

to feel joined and interconnected with one another. Colonists endured many 

acts and taxes on goods in America: the Intolerable Acts, Stamp Acts, and 

the Navigation Acts. They also fought battles together, united against other 

forces, in the French and Indian War and against the British in battles at 

Concord and Lexington. Proof of this new found unity comes in Richard Henry

Lee's letter to Arthur Lee in 1774, where he states " all North America is now 

most firmly united and as firmly resolved to defend their liberties…" As 

Americans they came together and fought for what they believed in and 

continued to do what was necessary to get their freedom and independence.

Americans developed a sense of identity and unity through many factors 

such as: the variety and mixture of cultures in America, geography, and the 
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political and economic hardships they endured. This is why by the eve of the 

Revolution, between 1750 and 1776, they had a strong sense of both 

identity and unity as Americans. 
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