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As a brick house relies on a stable structure to support the house, a story 

relies on a narrative structure to not only support but to add to the overall 

story.  in contrast to the traditional linear storytelling, Chronicles of a Death 

Foretold has a circular structure; the narrator takes on a journalistic 

investigation (also known as an inverse detective)  in such a way that time 

keeps looping back on itself.  Each section starts and within a few hours the 

central action of the novel is covered, but with this, the story goes off in 

digressions, flashbacks, and flashforwards, with the different people’s 

accounts on what happened. Marquez’s wordsmanship is impeccable, and 

despite the confusion, many may encounter, upon closer examination, the 

story is extremely tight. We learn about the histories of numerous characters

and get a basic character profile of each character detailing, their 

backgrounds leading up to Santiago’s death, and we find out where life took 

them after his death. 

The way in which Gabriel García Márquez structures the story Chronicles of a

Death Foretold is pivotal to the telling of the story and this is because of how

each element of the structure, such as circular, journalistic investigation, 

flashbacks, flashforwards, and digressions, can add to the telling of the story.

To start with, circular structure is a form of literary narrative structure in 

which completeness does not originate in coming to a “ conclusion”. Instead,

the sense of closure originates in when the story comes around back to the 

beginning of the narrative. An example of this in Márquez’s writing style is 

seen in the very beginning when he starts the novel with the climax of the 

book. Marquez starts with “ On the day they were going to kill him, Santiago 

Nasar. 
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.” (Marquez 3) with this Marquez is telling you what happens at the end and 

throughout the book, he brings you along with the narrator on an attempt to 

discover the events leading up to Santiago’s death. This starting structure 

affects the entire telling of the novel changing it from a conventional “ 

whodunnit” to a “ how was it done” story.  The story as it takes you through 

its investigation constantly circles back to the narrator and his search for an 

answer to why the murder was allowed to happen.  This can be seen in the 

beginning when he learns of the morning’s events from Plácida Linero, 

Victoria Guzmán and Divina Flor, his sister Margot, and his mother. 

(Marquez 1-26). As the narrator interviews them we learn about the details 

of the morning of Santiago’s death, from when he wakes up at 5: 30 am to 

when the narrator’s mother discovers him dead at 7: 05 am. After this 

interview the narrator moves on to his next interview where he discovers the

details of Bayardo’s arrival, his engagement with Angela, her return to her 

family, and the naming of  Santiago as her secret lover to Pablo and Pedro 

(Marquez 25-47). All of these interviews are small pieces leading the narrator

all the way back these are building blocks that add background and mystery 

to the book. As he continues on his journey, he goes on to where he 

interviews  María Cervantes, Faustino Santos (butcher), and Clotilde Armenta

this is where the narrator learns about the actions of the Vicario brothers 

from when they learn of Angela’s return until they are waiting on the 

benches for Santiago to return after seeing the bishop. 

( Marquez 48-71). In this chapter the narrator gets told something from Maria

worthy of noting which she states that in santiago’s case that ” There had 

never been a death more foretold” (Marquez 50) and this is proven when the
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narrator is told by  Faustino Santos that the brothers said aloud “ we’re going

to kill Santiago Nasar”( Marquez 52). Even though the death was foretold 

nobody did anything to save him. This drove the narrator to continue his 

investigation to finish the circle and find the conclusion he’s been looking for 

so he continued. In the next to chapter it is revealed that the narrator helped

with Santiago’s body and then, 20 yrs. later or so, he begins interviewing 

people, such as when he runs into Angela (Marquez 72-95). This brings the 

story around to completion and brings us back to the narrator. And then 

leads to the next chapter opens with people’s feelings in the aftermath, then 

goes through the investigating judge’s brief, explores people not telling 

Santiago the morning of his death, Santiago in Flora Miguel’s house (when he

learns of it), and the details of the stabbing.(Marquez 96-120) 
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