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I chose to write about a monologue about a child who is being abused after I 

finished reading ‘ A Child Called ‘ It” by ‘ Dave Pelzer’. I found this 

autobiography about him very touching . They made me think about what it 

would be like to be in the shoes of the person who was being abused. So I 

decided to write a similar extract in the same style. 

The book is about the life of Dave Pelzer, who was brutally beaten and 

starved by his emotionally unstable, alcoholic mother. She was a mother who

played terrible, unpredictable games. These games left him nearly dead. He 

had to learn how to play his mother’s games in order to survive because she 

no longer considered him a son, but a slave; and no longer a boy, but an “ 

it.” My intended audience is for young teenagers/adults from the age of 

about thirteen. This is because this is the age where most children start to 

read books like ‘ A Child Called ‘ It”, about real-life events. 

The purpose of my text is to show the reader what it would be like to be 

abused by your own mother. I am trying to show the reader the result of the 

abuse and how he is abusing himself through drugs and slitting his wrists. It 

also shows how much hatred he has for his mother. I hope to convey to the 

reader how people suffer as a result of abuse. The genre of the text is a 

monologue as it is about the boy writing about his conscious mind. 

The opening sentence must be attractive so the reader wants to continue. “ I

don’t have a life.” The readers may ask questions to themselves like why? 

What has he done wrong? This makes them want to read on. I think that 

anybody thirteen years or older that can stand a very unfair and sad book 

would like to read this book. 
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It made me feel like I should do something to help stop child abuse. I have 

tried to create an atmosphere where the reader feels sorry for the boy in the 

monologue. Everything seems to be the boy’s fault and everything is going 

wrong for him in my work. I expect the reader to feel insecure and aware of 

the consequences of abuse. Also to feel as if they were the person who was 

in the position of the child who was getting abused. The language I have 

used is not formal or informal, it is in the middle. 

I haven’t really used slangy words as I feel that the reader may not take the 

piece seriously.” No one likes me. Everyone hates me.” These are two very 

short sentences I used in my work. They are very effective as they are 

opposites ‘ likes’ and ‘ hates’, and ‘ no one’ and ‘ everyone’. Short sentences

are good for short pieces. 

They let the reader think more. At the end of the monologue, I have 

repeated the word pray: “ Every evening I pray that the next day will be a 

good one. I pray that my mum will be nice to me. Sometimes I pray that I 

was in a different family. It hasn’t happened yet. Not once. 

I need to keep praying.” I have emphasized on the word ‘ pray’ because I 

feel that the boy feels that it is his only hope of survival.” Drugs. Cocaine.” 

These one-word sentences are to the point. Cocaine is a type of drug. 

After this it says “ Tried others but cocaine feels good.” ‘ Tried’ is a verb 

without a subject, i. e. ‘ I’. This makes the text partly informal. The use of 

rhetorical questions make the reader ask themselves the same questions (as

if they are in the situation of the person who is actually in the monologue), 

such as “ But if I was never born then mum wouldn’t have anyone to pick on 
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would she?”, and “ What do I want to do when I’m older?” Rhetorical 

questions help guide the readers search for answers and sometimes imply 

answers on their own. 

The paragraph in the monologue about bullying is very important. Many 

parents don’t know that their children are being bullied at school. But this 

situation is different as it is obvious that this child would get bullied. “ They 

all bully me at school. For not having friends. 

For having raggy clothes. Basically for everything.” The child probably feels 

that all the pressure is on him. He doesn’t have a life. At school classmates 

are bullying him and at home his mother is bullying him. My style model, 

taken from ‘ A Child Called ‘ It” is a serious section from the book. 

It is where his mother stabs the child in his stomach with a kitchen knife. It 

shows what sort of bullying the child gets from his mother. And how his 

brother is getting involved with it too. His mother is the boss “ You have 20 

minutes! One minute, one second more, and you go hungry again! Is that 

understood?”, and if he doesn’t listen to her he gets punished. My 

monologue is similar as the boy feels that he is getting punished for his life. 

“ My mum keeps telling me to wash the dishes or clean the floor and if I 

don’t do it properly I know what will happen.” I took advice from people in 

my intended audience who read my monologue. I changed some of the text 

by adding more detail to it. An example of this is where it says “ Besides, I 

don’t want anyone to know what goes on in our house whether it is good or 

bad.” I then added after it had been trialled: “ It was a secret between my 

mum and me. 
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No one else was to know. The attitudes and values of the text is to show 

what the consequences of abusing is and how it could turn someone’s life 

around forever, even if it was stopped. 
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