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Rebel without a cause A 1955 American drama film directed by Nicholas Ray,

‘ rebel without a cause’ portrays the lives of emotionally unstable and 

confused suburban teens (Ray). The director’s constant presentation of 

juvenile delinquents throughout the film is aimed at portraying the moral 

decay among teenagers. From the film, a majority of the teenagers cut 

across as delinquents, bullies, and lack respect for their parents. There is a 

sense of defiance and rebellion among the teenagers represented in the film.

There is a sense of discontent among the teenagers about their parents’ lack

of understanding for them. I do not agree with the presentation of teenagers 

in the film. The film’s director portrays teens as completely rebellious, which 

is not true. As a teenager, this has not been my experience. Teens my cut 

across as rebellious when in actual sense they require a sense of direction 

and understanding from their parents. 

From the film, teenagers appear marginalized and lack a voice within the 

society. They lack parental support and appear not to be taken seriously 

until they commit a crime or rebel against their parents. Teenagers are an 

important part of the society as they represent the future and thus they 

should be taken seriously and nurtured in a proper familial way. They have 

the right to make an opinion and get heard. They should get heard by their 

parents and not simply brushed aside until when they commit a crime. 

Parents should offer support to their teenagers and act as their first role 

models. 

The film’s presentation of teens is spot on as it covers various aspects of 

teen life. The film shows the effect of society on teenagers and how the 

teenagers develop coping mechanisms to their frustrations. 

Works Cited 
https://assignbuster.com/reaction-paper-on-movie/



 Reaction paper on movie – Paper Example  Page 3

Rebel Without a Cause. Dir. Nicholas Ray. Perf. Natalie Wood, Sal Minelo 

James Dean. 1955. 
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