 2

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]


What coding means for reimbursement in a physicians office





[image: ]Health & Medicine


Importance of Medical Coding Importance of Medical Coding Medical coding is of vital importance to medical practitioners. According to the research conducted by Aalseth, coding specialists must be in position to record data such as information about the treatment administered and received by patients1. It is required from medical practitioners that they record personal data about patients. In this case, accuracy of the treatment is possible, and the treatment process takes place with minimal complications. Entering this data in a computer allows for easy management of the work. 
Johnson, Burgos and Keogh indicate that medical coding plays the role of ensuring that the correct information is documented at the right time2. This process entails building of patient’s medical records whilst under the care of the practitioners. The medical coders must adhere to the correct procedures of coding to come up with standardized codes, which are recognizable by the insurance companies. Having this information easily identifies the correct codes that are used, which are universal. Proper coding will indeed reduce any events of failure that may result from coding. Buck is of the opinion that medical coding, in this case, is needed to ensure that proper checks are conducted3 and thus to make it easier for the insurance companies to review and assess the patients’ claims. 
Medical coders ensure that all blood work and diagnostics performed by medical doctors consist of the required coding and are correct and standardized. This relates to the fact that medical coding allows for the use of the correct codes and data and, consequently, effectual review of all claims that are submitted4. The set codes are then used to encode all claims that health insurers receive. 
In the laboratory, medical coding has played the role of reviewing the tests that medical practitioners prepare to conduct. Through coding, doctors are able to carefully assess the tests and the help of medical coders. Close collaboration between medical coders and doctors makes it easier to double-check the entire process in case of any complications in the paperwork. Additionally, this coding process through team work ensures that there are minimal delays in the payments made whilst in the laboratory. Time is also well spent in this process of review, which is of great use in the medical world. 
It can be concluded that medical coding is a process that should be undertaken with utmost deference by all medical practitioners if a small number of complications and cases are to be characteristic of any medical facility. All health facilities must always dedicate a huge amount of funds for the employment of the services of medical coders, and it is apparent that health insurers will also have fewer cases related to the concerned health facility. 
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