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Furthermore, the physical conflict throughout the play is a very key theme as

it spurs the beginning of the play and also ends the play in many 

productions. Hamlet’s inner conflict is a major driving force in the play 

despite the fact that his personal struggle with morality is the thing that 

holds IM back and causes his delay in taking action against Claudia. Hamlet 

is torn between what is right and wrong, and what is real and fake. 

On the one hand, he has a duty to avenge his father’s murder which means 

killing King Claudia, however, because of the power of the monarch and the 

divine right of kings, Hamlet faces a not only an act against the monarch but 

also against God whilst living under the religious pressures of the 16th 

century where people believed that monarchs were God’s deputies on Earth 

and had a ‘ divine right’ to rule. 

The idea that there were some rightful and God-chosen claimants -?? such as

James I, who certainly believed strongly in the Divine Right of Kings and 

himself as evidence of it -?? and others who were not, was a very relevant 

issue for Shakespearean audience. On the other hand, Hamlet must also 

decide whether the ghost is what he claims to be, he is unsure of the ‘ 

questionable shape’ of his father. Despite the apparition taking his father’s 

form, Hamlet is cautious of the spirit’s intentions and finds himself unable to 

act upon his promise to avenge his father. 

Some audiences may suggest that Hamlet must consider whether the ghost 

is the devil or a demon in disguise trying to corrupt his religion and make 

him commit a sin. This is significant because religious audiences of the 1 6th 

century believed that they had an immortal soul that would carry them into 

https://assignbuster.com/hamlet-conflictassignment-assignment/



 Hamlet conflictassignment assignment – Paper Example  Page 3

the afterlife after death making how you lived your life an important factor 

as they believed you would face God when you die and would go to Heaven, 

Hell or Purgatory. 

Arguably, Shakespeare is exploring the idea of the conflicts between 

morality ND a greater sense of duty, something that is reflected in Hamlet’s ‘

To be, or not to be’ soliloquy where he contemplates the difference between 

life and death as an analogy for taking action or being passive. Hamlet’s 

inner conflicts also stem from the relationship he shares with his mother 

Gertrude. Hamlet has to come to terms with the fact that his father’s 

murderer, also his uncle, marries his mother consequently denying him his 

rightful opportunity to ascend the throne. 

The wasteful marriage of his mother and uncle also deeply bothers Hamlet, ‘ 

frailty, thy name is woman! ; he is furious as he believes that his mother did 

not sufficiently mourn her husband, nor was strong enough to mourn him 

and even complains that a would have mourned longer than his mother and 

calls their marriage both ‘ wicked’ and ‘ incestuous’. The fact that the court 

came together to celebrate the marriage in the second scene further 

develops Hamlet’s hatred towards his uncle and mother as he struggles to 

contemplate a celebration so soon after a funeral. 

Hamlet exclaims, ‘ that it should come to this’ showing the audience his 

shock and fury at the remarriage. Personally, think that Hamlet’s relationship

with his mother is a major reason, if not the main reason, for Hamlet’s 

apparent madness. Hamlet has just lost his father and his mother should be 

the one person he should be able to truly grieve with and taking from the 
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way she asks Hamlet to stay in Denmark instead of traveling (l pray thee, 

stay with us) suggests that before the death of his father, they had a good 

mother – son relationship. 

When she so suddenly remarries without grief and then Hamlet discovers 

who his fathers killer is, Hamlet is torn between a woman homo he once 

loved and respected and the terrible, incestuous act she has committed. 

Hamlet’s internal conflicts are the thing that holds him back Because of 

Hamlet’s ensuing melancholy, his inaction and dissatisfaction with others, he

perceives all others against him; he accuses Polonium as well as his 

daughter Aphelia, whom he supposedly loves, of treachery and no one. 

His mother he describes as a villain: ‘ O most pernicious woman! / O villain, 

villain, smiling, damned villain! … That one may smile, and smile, and be a 

villain. / At least I am sure it may be so in Denmark’. This is contrasted with 

The Revenge’s Tragedy’ Vindicate course of action against the Duke because

Vindicate has no hesitation nor inner quarrel about what he must do. Conflict

can also be seen in the physical threat of war that Denmark face from 

Fortifiers. 

This very conflict is what opens the play as we see Horopito and the guards 

watching from the castle in case of attack which arguably is used as a 

dramatic device to position the audience in an unsure and uncertain 

atmosphere as to reflect the uncertainty of Denmark at the time as well as 

he opening line of the entire play being, ‘ who’s there? , again positioning 

the audience in uncertainty and anxiety. 
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