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My book report is on “ Killing Mr. 

Griffin”. The author of this book is Lois Duncan. Lois Duncan is a female 

novelist who writes suspense stories for teenagers. This book was published 

by Little Brown on April 1978. The protagonist of this book is named Susan 

McConnell. 

Susan is a sixteen year old junior at Del Norte High School in Albuquerque, 

New Mexico. She is a loner and mostly stays at home to study. She is a 

hardworking student and is very unpopular. Personally, I like Susan. 

Throughout the book she was the only one who wanted to do the right thing 

when the other characters in the book accidently killed Mr. 

Griffin. The one thing that I didn’t like about Susan was how easily she was 

persuaded into the plan of kidnapping their English teacher to “ teach him a 

lesson”. The antagonist of this book is named Mark Kinney. Mark is a 

seventeen year old senior who also attends Del Norte High School. Mark’s 

face rarely shows emotion, but his eyes become very bright and shiney when

he has an idea. 

Mark is a psychopath and is the one who manipulated Susan and his friends 

into kidnapping Mr. Griffin. Mark has a special dislike for Mr. Griffin because 

he made him have to beg to get back in his class for next semester after he 

plagiarized his term paper. There are many other characters who play a big 

role in this book that also attended Del Norte High School. David Ruggles, 

handsome, popular, good student, and class president of the senior class is 

in on the conspiracy. 
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He allows himself to be persuaded by Mark because David loves a challenge 

and wanted to have some excitement in his life. Betsy, is the head 

cheerleader and is considered by everyone the most popular girl in school. 

She hates it when she is not the center of attention. She doesn’t care much 

for Mr. Griffin. The only reason why she joined the plan is because she has a 

secret crush on Mark even though she is dating Jeff. 

Jeff is the star basketball player. He is also in the popular group. The reason 

why he joined the plan is because he is failing Mr. Griffin’s class and he 

didn’t want to repeat his senior year to just for one credit. The plot of the 

story is about five teenagers who wanted to kidnap their English teacher but 

accidently ended up killing him. 

Mr. Griffin was a strict English teacher that nobody liked. He was a tough 

teacher who didn’t give anybody an A. Not even the smartest student, Susan

McConnell. They disliked him so much that they decided that they wanted to 

try and scare him by kidnapping him. Mark came up with the whole plan. 

The plan involved an innocent decoy named Susan. She was supposed to set

up a meeting after school with Mr. Griffin so that the rest of the group which 

included Mark, Betsy, Jeff, and David could kidnap him. The students, 

excluding Susan tied up their teacher and hid him in a secret place in the 

woods on a mountain where no one would find him. 

Mark wanted him to beg to be let go but he refused. As a result, they 

threatened to leave him there so he would starve. He still did not give in, so 

they left him with full intentions to come back for him later. Later, Susan and
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David came back feeling terrible and wanted to let Mr. Griffin go. To their 

surprise they found Mr. 

Griffin dead. Mr. Griffin died because they kept his Nitroglycerin pills from 

him and because of the stress he experienced severe angina ( chest pain) 

and didn’t have is pills to help him. Throughout, book these students lied, 

stole and did many other things to prevent people from finding out the truth 

that they killed Mr. Griffin. 

The resolution of the story is when Mark went over to Susan’s house to 

discuss how to get rid of Mr. Griffin’s car but Susan did not want to be apart 

of his plan any longer and threaten to report what they did to Mr. Griffin to 

the police. As a result, Mark tied up Susan and tries to kill her by setting her 

house on fire while her family is out for the evening. She is finally saved by 

Mr. 

Griffin’s pregnant wife and Detective Baca. Since, Susan is not actually 

involved in what took place in the woods with Griffin, she most likely is going

to be given amnesty. Mark , however, is separated from Jeff, Betsy, and 

David and must face three trials, one for kidnapping Mr. Griffin and causing 

his death, one for attempted murder on Susan, and one for killing David’s 

grandmother for finding Mr. Griffin’s. The lawyer for the remaining three 

worked hard to get the charges against them reduced to second degree 

murder. 

In conclusion, the story was a thriller. I liked how everybody went through so 

much to cover their tracks. I was not surprised that in the end they got 

caught because it was pretty obvious with all the mistakes that they make 

https://assignbuster.com/killing-mr-griffin-essay/



Killing mr griffin essay – Paper Example Page 5

throughout the novel by leaving footprints and personal belongings at the 

murder scene. I learned that the teachers who are the most strict and have 

the highest expectations are the ones who can help you. I would definitely 

recommend this book to a friend because it was very interesting to read. I 

thought that Lois Duncan did a great job in the organizational pattern of her 

novel. 

There was a major cause and affect in the book. If the students hadn’t 

kidnapped Mr. Griffin and left him in the woods on the he would still be alive 

and none of them would have to face jail time. 
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