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The Effect of Waste/Trash on the Health 
Part I: The Economic Relationship between the Level of Development and 

Total Output of Refuse 

1. A clear and direct link exists between the level of development that a 

nation experiences and its total output of waste. 

The smaller amount of economic development means less industry 

The fewer number of population centers means less consumerism 

Less qualified and/or educated populace leads to a lower degree of 

production 

2. The synergy of development, output, industry, and waste 

Discussion of how these 4 factors feed into one another and only serve to 

increase the rate of pollution and waste generation 

Discussion of most developed economies, even though comprising a 

relatively small percentage of the global population, are accountable for a 

lion’s share of waste generation. 

Part II: The Psychological Link Between Consumerism and Waste Generation 

1. Wealth creation and generation causes a given state/region to consume a 

higher quantity of goods 

This spurs economic growth both within the global system as well as within 

the home system 

Leading to higher efficiency and meeting the needs of the populace but at 

the same time providing a disastrous effect on the total waste generation 

that the planet realizes. 

2. The consumerism ultimately leads to a much higher percentage of waste 

than was previously realized before the economy began to develop at such a
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rate. 

Part III: The Sociological Question of Where the Waste Ultimately Goes 

1. Domestic effects 

Filling landfills and natural areas that could otherwise be utilized for different

purposes 

Health and safety effects of leakages spill and other ancillary contaminations

2. International effects 

Less developed and/or underprivileged nations seeking to take waste into 

their economy as a means of providing a boost to the unskilled labor and 

developing economies 

Environmental effects of such an action 

Moral and ethical understanding of the developed world dumping toxic waste

into the under-developed world 

Conclusion 

1. The increasing rate of waste generated by the current economic systems, 

especially the developed world, is unsustainable to the health of the planet 

2. It is necessary to cease and desist from the exportation of harmful waste 

to less-developed nations and systems. 

3. More efficient means of economic production should be sought out and 

legislated as a means of affecting these determinants. 
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