
Symbolism in a worn 
path

Literature

https://assignbuster.com/essay-subjects/literature/
https://assignbuster.com/symbolism-in-a-worn-path/
https://assignbuster.com/symbolism-in-a-worn-path/
https://assignbuster.com/


 Symbolism in a worn path – Paper Example  Page 2

The description in the story about Phoenix Jackson is indicative of phoenix. 

She is described as having golden color under her skin, and her hair is tied in

a red flag, and eyes are blue due to age. It symbolizes her age and compares

it with the bird, which matures to old age. In the whole novel, there is a close

reference to time and age. 

Another symbolism emerging is the appearance of birds. She is being likened

to a bird, together with her grandson. In the initial introduction of the story, 

she is carrying a small stick, hitting the ground with it, and making some 

noise like a chirping bird. She is also overprotective of her son like the one a 

bird watches over her young ones. The incidences occurring in the hospital 

after her arrival is symbolic of phoenix. She becomes numb, losing the ability

to talk. The care team is perplexed and asks if the grandson is dead. The 

words bring her back to her sense and her face glitters, just as phoenix does.

She starts to walk down the stairs, indicating a new life (Ma, 2010). 

Essentially, the whole plot is all symbolic of the legend bird phoenix. Her 

behavior, description appearance, and all she does rotate around the 

symbolic bird. She is so caring for her grandson and can travel to any 

distance for his sake. Her journey portrays her as a selfless person. Her aim 

is just to help. She undergoes so many difficulties in aiding her grandson, 

just like the phoenix bird (Welty& Sarcone, 1998). 
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