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STEM CELL OUTLINE Introduction: One of the gravest moral and ethical 

issues facing people today is that of stem cell research. The two sides of this 

debate are very polarized, neither brooking any opposition. The positions are

so seriously engrained and so emotional, that it can be very difficult reason 

things out. The stem cell research debate bring up many philosophical and 

moral issues such as what constitutes life, when does life begin, and how is 

life created. These questions are fundamental to our social values and say a 

lot about the way we think about life. 

Thesis: The stem cell debate is highly polarized and reflects many important 

ethical and moral values at the heart of our society. 

I. The issue is polarizing. 

A. Opposition. Some people think the issue is black and white. They believe it

can be solved simply, sometimes by just interpreting the constitution. 

B. Pro. The issue is a nuanced one that society really needs to think about. 

Whether or not you believe using an embryonic stem cell for research 

purposes is destroying a potential life, you must admit that it is opening up 

the possibility for someone else to live longer or better. 

II. Technology has changed the way the debate is framed. 

A. Opposition. Some people think technology changes nothing and that right 

is right and wrong is wrong. Technology for them is just an excuse. It 

fundamentally changes nothing. 

B. Pro. We can now see foetuses in the womb and this makes us think harder

about these issues. Certain moral questions have exploded in recent years 

because of the way technology is changing the moral dimensions of our 

lives. 

III. Politics infuses the debate. 
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A. Opposition. Some people think the issue is a straightforward moral one. It 

is not a political issue at heart: it is an issue about morality and justice. 

B. Pro. Some people use the issue as a political wedge or to their advantage. 

The strange thing about this debate is not the arguments on both sides, but 

how quickly it became political. 

Conclusion 

Debates over the building blocks of life are bound to be emotional. It is not 

hard to see why people take such things so personally. Indeed we face many

new moral debates as technology allows us to alter our biological destiny. 

This is all a great opportunity to help people, but just because stem cells are 

useful does not mean we should jump aboard every new bandwagon as it 

comes along. Cloning for example can offer huge problems. We must 

carefully examine the evidence at issues at hand before deciding whether 

we should pursue a new form of scientific research or avoid it altogether. 
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