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The Story of the Stone & Bibliography 
Full The Story of the Stone by Cao Xueqin (A thesis proposal) 05 July I. Thesis

ment - women of ancient China (as of during the Qing Dynasty period) were 

repressed in their sexuality. This is because of the strict Confucian values 

that society placed on proper decorum in the relations between the male and

female; The Story of the Stone is a good and reflective example of this 

situation as the protagonists are portrayed as always demure but like in 

other cultures, people always find ways to circumvent these societal 

prohibitions but for those who did not, ultimately suffered for repressed 

emotions. 

II. Introduction – this portion gives a brief background of the author of this 

wonderful story, the prevailing social situation at the time of the Qing 

Dynasty, the position of women in Chinese society, the strong influence of 

Confucian ethics on all aspects of Chinese life, and a brief synopsis of the 

story as an allegorical portrayal of Chinese Qing society. 

III. Discussion – main body of the paper with the following sub-topics 

A. Social life in the Qing Dynasty period (1644-1911) 

B. The influence of Confucian ethics on sexual relations between the two 

genders 

C. Power of parental authority and approval on arranged marriages 

D. Adolescent life in the Qing Dynasty (chaste and erotic romances) 

E. Angst and anxiety among Chinese adolescents during the Qing Dynasty 

F. Chinese and Western viewpoints on self and sexuality (polygamy and 

polygyny) 

G. Significance of The Story of the Stone in Chinese literature (male 
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privileges) 

H. The prevailing theme of self-delusion and self-destruction by the use of a 

mirror 

IV. Conclusion – the Chinese youth are like just everyone else who feels the 

same emotions 

A. Analysis of the topic – insights and lessons gained from The Story of the 

Stone 

B. Author’s conclusions – a comparison of the Qing period and the modern 

period today 
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