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When people are asked about the question who is the one they admire most,
the answers could not be more different. Indeed, everyone has his/her hero
on heart. And | also have mine: he is my father. There are various reasons
why he is the person | admire the most; he gave me life, watched me grow
up and helped me during my adolescent years. He is also my best friend.
Throughout the years, my father is my bacterial and best teacher. He took
an active role in my education. From my childhood, | was taught speaking,

reading and writing by him.

After | grew up, my father tried his best to shape my personality as patient
and optimistic when facing difficulties. He was strict with me, but got never
tired of my mistakes. As a straight-A student in the university, now | cannot
help but attribute my present status to my educational foundation that my

father helped establish very early in my life. What's more, my father is also
my best friend. Over the years, he successfully made the transition from a

strict father to a kind friend. Once | am in trouble which | could not solve by
myself, the first person to whom | give the call is my father, because | know

the...

College parenting means being concerned about many things when your
student heads off to school. Naturally, one of the major areas of focus is your
student’s academic success. You want your student to learn. You want your
student to get good grades. You want your student to take the appropriate
courses to be able to find a good Job or get into a good graduate program.
Working with a good advisor will help your student make the course and

schedule choices that are appropriate. Learning in those courses and
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achieving good grades includes many factors. Some of the most successful

students may be those who have mastered three important skills.

They understand the differences between high school work and college level
work; they have learned the skill of good time management; and they seek
the support or help that they may need early in the game. One important
source of help in a course is the professor. Students who work at making an
out-of-class connection with their professor, perhaps during office hours, can
receive some of the help and guidance that they need. Another important
source of support, often overlooked until too ate, is the help off tutor - for a

specific subject or for several subjects.

Tutoring at many colleges is a service provided for free - or at least included
in tuition. College tutoring is not necessarily a remedial function, but rather
like having an academic personal trainer. Good students know how to take
advantage of the possibilities of good tutoring - early in the semester before
trouble starts. Why not wait for tutoring until trouble happens? Getting help
with course work is always a good idea - no matter when it happens. Even
when it occurs at the last minute, getting help with paper, or help
understanding important concepts, or help studying for a test, can make a

difference.

However, starting early to work regularly with a tutor - especially for a
difficult subject - can make a significant difference. Here are twelve reasons
why starting tutoring early can help your college student. Real learning takes
time. Starting with a tutor early in the semester gives your student a chance

to learn concepts slowly and solidly. Early work with a tutor helps your
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student grasp foundational concepts on which more difficult work may be
build. Getting the basic building blocks early can prevent difficulty later in

the semester; it's a proactive approach.

Beginning early with a tutor means that there is time to change tutors if that
is necessary. All tutors are not alike. If the match-up isn’t right, there is time
to make changes before crunch time occurs. Beginning early means that
your student and his tutor will have time to get to know one another. They
will have time to establish the rapport that can make a difference in how
they work together. The more that the tutor works with your student, the

more he will get to know her strengths, weaknesses, and learning styles.

This means that the tutor will know best what areas need to be addressed
and what style of approach will work best. Early work will mean that early
homework assignments will be done correctly. This translates too higher
grade average and less Jeopardy occurring later in the semester. It lowers
the stakes for one major event such as a midterm or final exam. A tutor will
hold your student accountable for completing work. This will help your
student with time management skills and will also mean that your student
may simply be spending more time with the material than she would

otherwise.

Your student will learn early some of the important study techniques of
successful students. The tutor serves as an important role model as your
student learns how to “ do college” successfully. The professor will see that
your student is taking the course seriously and working hard to do his best

work. That message of effort is important. Your student will receive constant
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feedback on his work. In some college courses, continual feedback may not
come from the professor. There may be only one or two major tests or
papers. Receiving early and continual feedback from a tutor helps your

student stay on track.

Your student may build confidence in his learning abilities as he successfully
navigates work that the tutor may assign. This may help with his motivation
to continue to do well. When the busy tutoring season of midterm or final
exams occurs, a student who has an established relationship and schedule
with a tutor may be given priority of time. Tutors who are extremely busy or
in demand are more likely to give priority to regular tutees. Your student will
establish a relationship and make a new friend - a role model of good

academic skills as well as a role model of helping others.

The work of finding a tutor on campus belongs to your college student.
Tutoring is only successful if the student truly seeks and understands the
importance of the help. Your student can visit a student support or tutoring
center or even make informal arrangements with another student. As parent,
you can help him understand the importance of finding help and finding it
early. You can encourage him to take advantage of all of the opportunities
for help that the college offers. If your student has had difficulty in the past,

or has made some
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