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Congo covers the countries Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic 

Republic of the Congo, Republic of the Congo, Equatorial Guiana, and Gabon 

(Congo Basin). The Congo Basin is 507, 500 square kilometers or 196, 000 

square miles. Topography: Savannas and densely forested mountains make 

up the Condo’s landscape in the east, and plains make up the Atlantic coast 

of the Congo (Congo Basin and West Africa – Forest Carbon Index). The 

forests In the Congo start at the edge of the Libertine Rift in the eastern part 

of Democratic Republic of Congo and stretch all the way to the Atlantic coast

of the Gulf of Guiana. 

The Congo River “ drains the basin as it cuts across the region” (The Forests 

of the Green Heart of Africa). Swamps and lakes on the eastern side of the 

Congo River Basin are crucial for the regulation of flow in the river. 

The always snow-capped Erroneous stand at 3, 000 meters high. The Months

De Allen and Months De Cristal are smaller mountain ranges that are located

near the Gulf of Guiana (The Forests of the Green Heart of Africa). The 

elevation of the Basin varies from O to about 4000 meters above sea level 

(Exploring Africa). Climate: The climate in the Congo Basin differs depending 

on altitude and latitude. 

The northern forests of the Basin tend to be very hot and have severe dry 

seasons. The Intensity of the hot and arid dry seasons Increase as the one 

gets further from the equator. 

However, the eastern forests have a much less Intense dry season and the 

areas near the coast can have climate conditions like those of a tropical 

monsoon. The temperature and rainfall patterns also depend on the altitude 
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and latitude. “ Some of the heaviest rains in the world are experienced at the

foot of Mount Cameroon, around 10, 000 mm annually’ (The Forests of the 

Green Heart of Africa). 

The Congo River Basin receives a varied amount of rainfall per year. In the 

central region In the areas of the mountain range that rim the Libertine Rift 

receive about 2, 000 to 3, 000 millimeters of rainfall annually. 

However, the remaining forest receives only 1, 500 millimeters to 1, 800 

millimeters of rainfall per year. Steady cloud cover in the lowland coastal 

forests maintains the average annual temperatures between 26 and 28 

degrees Celsius (78. 8 to 82. 4 degrees Fahrenheit. ) The mountains on the 

other hand are much cooler. 

The temperatures can differ between 19 and 24 degrees Celsius (66. 2 to 75.

2 degrees Fahrenheit. ) “ A critical feature of the Congo Basin forests is that 

they generate between 75% and 95% of their own rainfall – the remainder 

originates Trot outside ten DSSSL ( ” I nee Forests AT ten Green Heart AT 

Attract). Soils: “ Soils are yellowish Xanthium Forestalls (strongly weathered).

Usually they have a sandy clay texture and are suitable for rubber, oil palm, 

and coffee. 

Sandy areas have magnesium deficiencies” (Development of a Soil and 

Terrain Map/Database). 

Dominant Vegetation: Tropical rainforest’s is the Congo River Basin’s 

dominant vegetation. The area where the Baaing and Congo meet is 

constantly a wet a marshy forest. The “ gallery forests” that have recurring 
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floods near river floodplains. The forests in the Basin that are usually dry are 

located on the eastern slopes of the river basin (Exploring Africa). The 

differing amounts of rainfall and varying temperatures that occur across the 

Congo River Basin cause different soil types which in turn cause different 

types of forests to be present. 

The rainforest’s are a place that many people call home, and they also help 

regulate the climate and flow of water locally, shield ND supplement soils, 

and last but not least they control diseases and pests and protect the quality

of the water (The Forests of the Green Heart of Africa). Flora: Rainforest’s are

not the only vegetation types in the Congo, although they are the most 

dominant. The Congo River Basin also consists of swamp forests, seasonally 

flooded forests, forest-grassland mosaics, and lowland rain forests (Central 

Congo Basin Moist Forests – A Global Secretion). 

The Congo River Basin forests are home to many plant species that are not 

found anywhere else on the earth. 11, 000 forest Lana species inhabit the 

Democratic Republic of Congo, alone. Out of these 11, 000 plants, 1, 100 of 

them are not found anywhere else (Plants of the Congo River Basin Forests). 

Some plants include: Cleanliness’s trees, Oakum trees (also known as 

Bureaucrat), the African mahogany, the Tropical Flowering Dogwood, and the

Strangler fig (Plants of the Congo River Basin Forests). 

Common trees that are found are the Commando tree and the Ground 

Orchid (Central Congo Basin Moist Forests – A Global Secretion). These plants

and thousands more provide habitats for many different types of animals. 

Fauna: The Congo Basin Moist Forests is home to thousands of different 
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species of animals. The Congo River Basin contains “ a major share of the 

African continent’s biodiversity: more than 60% of butterflies and passengers

birds, and more than 80% of African primates” (AFFAIR. CTD. 

In Wildlife of the Congo). 

The Congo River Basin contains one-half of the remaining elephant species 

on the continent (Wildlife of the Congo). The endemic species such as the 

pigmy chimpanzee (also known as the Pan Panics) calls the Congo River 

Basin forests home (Wildlife of the Congo). A few mammals that inhabit the 

forests are the Common chimpanzee (Pan troglodytes), Mountain gorilla 

(Gorilla bringer Bering’s), African golden cat (Feels errata), Bisector’s tree 

Harry (Thunderhead dorsal), Giant pangolin (Mains gigantic), and the White 

rhino (Crematorium Simms) (Central Congo Basin Moist Forests – A Global 

Secretion). 

Bird species that inhabit the forests are the Congo weaver (Pulsates 

anomaly), Congo sunbird (Nectarine congeners), Batten’s paradise fly-

catcher (Terpsichore bates’), Green-backed compacter (Compacter 

brachium), and the Brown malignant (Capsules Outlasts) . 

Nines animals are natal t specialists Ana require certain conditions in able to 

survive. The Congo River Basin forests provide these conditions with their 

dry and wet periods. 

Some endangered species that inhabit this area are forest elephants, 

bonbons, and lowland and mountain gorillas (Congo Basin). Threats: Every 

secretion has threats. The Congo Basin has many natural resources such as: 
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diamonds, petroleum, and timber. However, the methods people are using 

and the rates at which they are being removed threatens this important 

wilderness rear. 

Many wildlife species are being threatened because of the hunting that 

occurs for the selling of commercial bushiest. 

Another threat is deforestation; “ the forests of the Congo Basin store a 

significant carbon stock and thus serve as an important buffer against global 

climate change” (Managing Congo Basin Forests: A Regional Approach for a 

Regional Resource). The Congo Basin forests sustain the world with a lot of 

its timber supply; however, such high demand of timber is leading to the 

expansion of industrial logging. There are many factors that worsen these 

threats: population growth, disease, lack of knowledge on how to manage 

forests, lack of funding, and climate change (Congo Basin Forests). 
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