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Despite his biological identity as a MAN, Macbeth, due to the appeal of his 

consent, has hesitated to commit the guilt. Such tenderness of his character,

on each occasion, has harshly been criticized by Lady Macbeth and in that 

process she has gone to the extent of challenging his masculinity, arguing 

that being a woman also has more traits of manly strength in her nature. 

Thesis Statement: The reversing cosmos of Macbeth, within its scope, 

represents a situation of complete anarchy and ambiguity, to which the 

explicit and symbolic elements of gender reversal have played a crucial part 

in enhancing the eternal theme of human activism, aimed at violating the 

tender bonds of natural existence and human fellowship. 

Paragraph I: 

Topic Sentence: The theme of gender reversal, which has played one of the 

most important roles in establishing the murky and ambiguous cosmos in 

Macbeth. Since the very initial stage of the drama, Shakespeare has 

provided a symbolically explicit hint to the fact that the natural norms will be

violated: “ Fair is foul, and foul is fair” (Shakespeare 5). In Scene III, when 

Macbeth and Banquo encounter the three witches, both of them faced the 

problem of interpreting their actual gender. Though they seem to have all 

physical features of women some of the masculine traits in them have made 

Macbeth and Banquo from categorizing them under a specific gender 

identity: “ You should be women, / And yet your beards forbid me to 

interpret / That you are so (Shakespeare 11). 

Topic Sentence: The theme of gender reversal, which in the initial scenes of 

Macbeth received such a great deal of importance, has expanded further 

scope in the later acts, where both Macbeth and Lady Macbeth opt for the 

path, violating norms of nature and Lady Macbeth even goes to the extent of
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breaching the limits of her feminine tenderness to incur in her masculine 

brutality so that she can inspire and excite her husband to execute his 

criminal deeds without hesitation: “ Come, come, you spirits / That ‘ tend on 

mortal thoughts, unsex me here; / And fill me, from the crown to the toe, 

top-full/ Of Direst Cruelty!” (Shakespeare 20). 

Paragraph II: 

Topic Sentence: Lady Macbeth was always quite sure about the fact that no 

matter how much Macbeth is ambitious but never has the courage or to go 

to the extent of spilling royal blood and claim the throne. Thus, in order to 

complement his lack of courage, she has to play the role of a brutal and 

ruthless inciter. Thus, while Macbeth suggests that they would “ proceed no 

further in this business” (Shakespeare 25), Lady Macbeth attempts to evoke 

in him the cruelty and ruthless brutality by challenging his valor and 

masculinity: “ Art thou afeard / To be the same in thine own act and valour / 

As thou art in desire? Wouldst thou have that / Which thou esteems the 

ornament of life, / And live a coward in thine own esteem, / Letting I dare not

wait upon I would, / Like the poor cat I the adage?” (Shakespeare 25- 26). 

Topic Sentence: While Macbeth is “ too full o’ the milk of human kindness” 

(Shakespeare 19), which is essentially considered as basic feature of 

womanly tenderness, Lady Macbeth is searching for the means of invoking in

her highest magnitude of cruelty and in this quest she also taken help of 

external intoxication so that under trace she can smother her typical 

womanly sentiments (Shakespeare 31). In her search for brutal masculinity 

she goes on to the extent of emphasizing on the theme of gender reversal to

such an extent that even she expresses the heinousness to kill innocent 

breast sucking children and their soothing smiles are also incapable of 
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quenching the crudeness of her heart: “ How tender is to love the babe that 

milks me:/ I would, while it was smiling in my face, / Have pluck my nipple 

from his boneless gums, / And dash the brains out,” (Shakespeare 26) 
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