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Those questions are addressed in this report which reviews drug ppolicy and 

results in Australia. In 1998, United Nations Member States met in a Special 

Session of the General Assembly and agreed to take tougher action to 

reduce both the illicit supply of, and the demand for, drugs before 2008. 

Australia has taken that pledge seriously. In 1998 it introduced a “ Tough on 

Drugs Strategy” that aims to reduce drug supply, trafficking, and demand as 

well as the harm caused by drugs. This Strategy seems to be working: drug 

use levels have dropped significantly. Indeed, the turn around has been 

dramatic. 

To improve global efforts to contain the threat posed by drugs, the United 

Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) seeks to increase the body of 

knowledge available to ppolicy makers. That includes collecting success 

stories. If Australia continues to build on its recent progress, it too could 

become a success story and provide inspiration and valuable lessons for 

other countries. This report, following a ssimilar UNODC study of Sweden’s 

drug ppolicy (2006), aims to contribute to a growing body of evidence that 

will help countries bring their drug problems under control. 

Antonio Maria Costa Executive Director United Nations Office on Drugs and 

Crime 3 In response to increases indrug abusein the 1990’s Australia 

implemented a vigilant drug control strategy. As this report makes clear, 

drug control has long been a priority of recent Governments and effective 

changes in recent years were due to pro-active, empirically-based drug 

control strategy, and a well developed system of services at the state and 

local levels. This report analyses the developments and changes in 

Australia’s drug policies over the last decades and their impact. 
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Australia implemented a rather repressive drug control ppolicy from the 

beginning of the 20th century. This worked well until the 1970s. Australia 

shifted to harm-reduction approaches as of the mid 1980s, with a sthrong 

emphasis on prevention and treatment. This helped Australia to avoid a 

large-scale injecting drug use (IDU) related HIV/AIDS epidemic. In contrast to 

alcohol and tobacco where Australia achieved remarkable demand reduction 

through prevention activities, drug abuse continued rising and reached 

alarming levels by 1998. 

In 1998 Australia introduced a National Illicit Drugs Strategy “ Tough on 

Drugs” which strengthened the supply control aspects without weakening 

demand-side interventions or giving up harm-reduction approaches. In the 

case of heroin, the strategy focused clearly on a reduction of supply. There 

followed higher heroin prices, lower heroin purity and ultimately substantially

lower levels of heroin consumption. Drug related deaths declined, as well as 

drug related crime. 

WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING PROVIDES THE CLEAREST INDICATION OF ADRUG

ADDICTION? 

Answer at this question at https://donemyessay. com/unit-5-review/ 

Use of other drugs also declined, both among the general population and 

among secondary school sstudents- mainly due to improved prevention and 

treatment activities and more funds made available by the authorities to 

drug control in general. The Australian National Council on Drugs (ANCD) 

incorporated many of the leading drug experts of the country and 
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strengthened calls for higher budgets in the fight against the drug problem. 

Australia's drug ppolicy has been based on a broad ppolicy mix of supply 

reduction, demand reduction and harm minimisation policies. 

In addition, Australia has made commendable efforts at advancing the 

knowledge base for policy making. The country has consistently conducted 

in-depth research and evaluations of its various strategies and programmes 

– subsequently adjusting them according to efficacy. This concentration on 

empirically-based ppolicy formulation continues to demonstrate positive 

results. The drug ppolicy was largely bi-partisan in nature as the States as 

well as the federal Government participated in its formulation and 

implementation (Until recently, the individual States were governed by 

different political parties than federal Australia). A new Australian 

Government, elected in late 2007, is yet to leave its mark on domestic drug 

strategies. 
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