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Rational Choice and Positivism in Criminal Behavior Rational choice explains criminal behavior in a more complete manner. This is because individual have the power to choose what is right and wrong. Many criminals take their time to make plans on how they are going to commit crime and they are completely aware of the gains and consequences of the crime (Siegel, 2003). Criminals look at the benefits such as money, sex, and revenge, to satisfy their needs especially when they consider the punishment for their deeds simple higher prices on goods to make colossal profits if the laws enforcements in the country are not very strict. 
According to the rational theory individuals have alternative courses of action and calculate which option is best for them (Walklate, 2007). They choose the option that is likely to give them the highest level of satisfaction. For example an individual who decides to steal a car may find it rewarding because of the joy he/she is going to derive from riding and recognition from other. On the other hand, this person has the option of spending all his savings and buy a car. Similarly he is aware that car theft may lead to his/her imprisonment, social rejection resulting from the individuals’ conviction. 
Question 2 
The police departments prefer the rational choice philosophy to positivism. This is because the police believe that the offenders are aware of the laws and understands the consequences of breaking the governing rules (Mathieu, 2006). Most of the time the police departments do not take into consideration under what circumstances the crime came about. They also believe that individuals should be punished for their crimes through being sent to prison and the punishment should be proportionate to the crime (Siegel, 2003). Police departments believe that their surveillance can be used to deter criminals from committing crimes. 
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