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There are numerous instances-absolutely simple and easy of showing
courtesy to others, causing you absolutely no difficulty or strain. For
example, suppose you are travelling in a bus which is packed up and you
have got a seat but a lady is standing. It is the principle of courtesy that you
should offer her you seat, no matter whether she accepts your invitation or
not. Another common form of courtesy which is more often ignored by us is
thanking and saying please to some one who offers you a small thing; before
you accept it you must say ‘ thank you’ even if you do not want it and like to
refuse the offer. People often forget to use the word please which, as a
matter of fact, costs nothing. It is a principle of courtesy that when you meet
an elder, you must first bow to him and say “ good morning sir,” if you are
sitting and one of your teachers happens to some near you, it is the call of

courtesy that you should immediately stand up in reverence.

While attending dinner or lunch you must not start eating unless your fellow
guests do so. It is not only the matter of great pity but a matter of shame too
that the present generation pays very little attention to the demand of
courtesy. We see, in our schools, and colleges, students behaving with their
teachers in discourteous manner. Courtesy, it must be remembered, makes

a man a real human being fit to live in a civilised society.
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