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One theme Ray Bradbury developed in the novel Fahrenheit 451 is “ 

mindless of mass culture”. In the novel is a city where no emotion exists, and

where the society is happy, but realizing that the society is actually 

miserable. People are antisocial and are mindless zombies. Individuals can 

just enter your house without telling any details on what there are doing. Ray

Bradbury had shown the theme mindlessness of mass culture is using 

metaphors, similes, and foreshadowing. Ray Bradbury has created a 

character names Beatty, who is the chief of the fire department, states a 

metaphor of mindlessness of mass culture. 

Beatty tells Montag. “ If you don’t want a house built, hide the nails and 

wood. If you don’t want a man happy politically, don’t give him two sides of a

question to worry him; give him one. Better yet, give him none. ” This quote 

is saying to not give humans an answer to think of. If a person has the 

answer to a question, someone else could possibly argue with their opinion 

and cause a commotion. 

That is why in Fahrenheit 541, that society is a place not to think and react. 

Another way Ray Bradbury has shown the mindless mass culture is though 

the character Faber. 

Faber is an old man and a friend to Montag, He compares how book are 

almost the same as society. How books need quality, able to understand and

those are something that you need to find in people. Faber tell Montag, “ 

Number one: Books have to have to have quality. Number two: One needs 

leisure to digest it. Number three: One needs the right to carry out actions 

based on what they have learned from the first and second lesson. ” Books 
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are compared to how people are in the present and how books are not 

needed because the current technology which the society has will start 

replacing books. Eventually books will not be need is in life. 

Another way the mindless of mass culture is shown in Fahrenheit 451 is 

when Clarisse had died. Clarisse is a 17 year old girl, who is different from 

everyone in the society in Fahrenheit 451. She was a person who liked to 

question things in society or anything that goes around her. She was a very 

intelligent person, but a tragic event happened. She died and no one knows 

if she had committed suicide or if someone had killed her. Milderd the wife of

Montag tells him, “ Whole family moved out somewhere, but she gone for 

good, I think she is dead. No, the same girl, McClellan McClellan. Run over by

a car. Four days ago. 

I’m not sure. But I think she dead. The family moved out anyways. I don’t 

know. But I think she’s dead. ” How this relates to the mindless of mass 

culture sense nobody cares if something important had been taken away, 

such as loved for one. The society just forgets about everything they used to 

have. It shows how the society foreshadows everything that they do. The 

theme mindless of mass culture was expressed by characters in the book; 

the theme had a very big impact on everyone in the society. This theme has 

affected each one mind and making every person in society to be like a robot

which no emotions at all. 
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