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Audit Standards 
With the massive expansion of the use of Information Technology among all 

business sectors and other organizations, it is hard to ensure that the 

information system produced adheres to standards. An information 

technology audit is needed specially on the aspects of policies and process 

documentations, physical and logical security of the system, monitoring and 

disaster recovery of the information system to ensure that it meets the both 

organizational needs and the audit standards set by several standards 

organizations such as the International Organization Standards and the 

Information Systems Audit and Control Association (ISACA). 

Of the different types of IT audit done by organizations, the most commonly 

used which appears to be the most useful is the technological position audit. 

In this type of audit, the audit team reviews what the organization currently 

have in terms of technologies based on what currently in the market. 

Basically, it tries to look at current position of the organization in terms of 

technology innovation and what it needs to add in order to be a more 

efficient organization. Usually results are seen as " base", " key", " pacing" or

" emerging" (Goodman and Lawless, 1994). 

With the increasing number of organization relying on computers for their 

daily operations, the current auditing standards should now include objective

measures to help the auditing team identify if a specific organizations 

information system usage is compliant to set standards. It will be hard to 

create an audit standard that is non-industry specific because auditors will 

be hard-up since different industries have different IT needs which could be 
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evaluated separately from the needs of another industry. Although there are 

common grounds in which IT is utilized across industries, almost half of these

companies usage of IT is specific to their industry. For example, a bank has 

separate IT needs compared to a weather forecasting company, so it will be 

very difficult to create general, non-industry specific auditing standards. 
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