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Teacher As the material in this unit reveals, there has been a constant struggle between the s and national government over the proper balance of power. Based on your studies, what are 2 areas of government that should be the primary responsibility of the national government? Also, what are 2 areas of government that should be the primary responsibility of the state governments? Please justify your selections. 
The two areas of government that should be the primary responsibility of the national government is the executive and legislative branch of government. Executive branch of government oversees the function of various departments of national government to ensure that the government is functioning and that the necessary social services are delivered to the people and is therefore should be the responsibility of the national government. The legislative department which is composed both by the lower and upper House of Congress pass laws and other measures which has national (and state) implication such as passing of national budget or the Obama Care healthcare program. Given the implication of its function to the national government, the legislative department should be the primary responsibility of the national government. 
The two areas that should be the primary responsibility of the state governments are the judicial and legislative function. Judicial branch of government are composed of our courts and their corresponding functions of interpreting the law and dispensing justice. Given that laws in each state vary to some degree (i. e. gay marriage, legalization of marijuana, imposition of death penalty), it should therefore be the main responsibility of the state government. There is also an aspect of the legislative branch of government which is the domain of the state government such as the crafting of laws of state councils that only pertains to their state making it a responsibility of the state as well as national government. 
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