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Both poems are about losing a child, but for two very different reasons. ‘ 

Mother’ is written from the ‘ child’s’ perspective although we know it’s not 

actually a child because the poem is about moving into a home of their own. 

We know that the child is speaking to the Mother rather than about her 

because he directly addressed her at the start of the poem. 

We get an image of the two of them working together, and although he 

refers to her helping to take measurements around the new house, there is 

deeper meaning to this, in that it shows the support she has always given 

and the fact that they are working together shows the depth of the 

relationship between them. It also has a semantic field of measuring by the 

mention of span, measure, acres, prairies, spool of tape, length and 

centimetres. 

The second verse begins by saying that ‘ you’ (the mother) is at zero end (of 

the tape) and goes on to give us the idea that the child is unwinding the 

tape, taking measurements, reporting back to her and then unreeling the 

tape again. This is metaphoric of the mother being his ‘ base’ and him, living 

his life, returning to her and leaving her again. The unreeling tape is referred

to as ‘ unreeling years’ which I take to mean the memories that the mother 

and son hold. This is illustrated further by the use of the words; ‘ Anchor. 

Kite. ’ meaning that she is the steady influence and he is young and free. 

Conversely, ‘ On my first Sonne’ is a tragic account from the father saying 

good bye to a son who died at a very young age from the plague. This poem 

opens with the word ‘ Farewell’ which shows us that it is directly addressed 

to his son with an air of sadness. Although we are not told that the boy died 
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the poet refers to the boy’s age (seven) and the fact that he was ‘ lent’ to his

father as all life could be seen as temporary. 

Ben Johnson is punishing himself by thinking that he expected too much of 

his son, and because of the possibilities that he built up in his head he is 

perhaps feeling the loss that bit more. Whereas, the boy in this poem’s life 

has been cut short the son in ‘ Mother’ refers to himself ‘ space walking’ 

through the empty rooms of his new house, climbing higher towards the loft 

which I think also means that his life is moving upwards and onwards. At the 

end of the poem he reaches towards the hatch ‘ that opens on an endless 

sky to fall or fly’. 

This is also metaphoric of his imminent freedom and the feeling that he has 

a world of opportunity before him and it is up to him whether he makes a 

success of his life or not. Ben Johnson’s son however, has had these 

opportunities cruelly snatched from him and the writer refers to the boy as 

his ‘ best piece of poetrie’. As at the end of the previous poem this is a 

strong metaphor and although this one has a sad feel to it, it is also similar 

to the metaphor mentioned earlier in the way that it also has a sense of 

optimism and pride about it. 
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