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NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF IRELAND, GALWAY SCHOOL OF LAW Social 

Sciences III- Law Assignments Bachelor of Nursing (General and Psychiatric) 

& Bachelor of Midwifery Science Aisling de Paor Length — 1, 500- 2, 000 Due

Date — 8th April 2011 *Assignments must be typed and writing must be 

double spaced. Write an essay on one of the following: Titles 1. The right to 

Consent to Treatment is fundamental in the area of health care. Discuss this 

statement in relation to the incapacitated adult or children. 2. Discuss the 

issue of Euthanasia in Ireland, with particular reference to the Constitution 

and the various legal and ethical issues arising. 3. Abortion continues to be a

controversial issue in Irish law. Discuss with reference to relevant case law 

and the Constitution. Assignments will be marked on the following criteria: - 

Ability to identify legal issues and cases that are relevant - Ability to apply 

these to practical situations and makes links between law and nursing - 

Assignment presentation - introducing the area of law, outlining the relevant 

legal principles and using case law in support of your discussion - Ability to 

summarise key factors Some pointers! â�‘ Open your essay with a short, 

clear statement about the topic on which you are writing — for example, ‘ 

Certain aspects of reproduction, such as contraception and abortion, have 

been the subject of much debate in Ireland, particularly from a legal 

perspective.’ It can also be a good idea to open your essay with an important

quotation, for example — a quote from a judge in a particularly important 

case on the area or from a text on reading list â�‘ Deal with definitions 

early! â�‘ Identify relevant law — for example, “ In the area of mental health

law, the principal piece of legislation is the Mental Health Act 2001" â�‘ 

Identify relevant case law - facts of cases are relevant however do not dwell 
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on these as they are already known to the reader! — more important is the 

point of law to be derived from a case — i. e., the decision — did this 

decision change the law? Is this regarded as a ‘ good’ decision? Has this 

judgment been heavily criticised? (some cases will obviously be more 

important than others!) â�‘ Be critical! - THIS WILL REQUIRE EXTRA 

READING— failures and successes of the law!!! — Argue as a nurse â�‘ 

Conclusion — you may use the conclusion to summarise your main points — 

what is your opinion? — What could the law do in the future to make it easier

for people in your position? Etc… And finally…. â�‘ Please italicise case 

names — for example, McGee v. Attorney General [1974], Attorney General 

v. X [1992] â�‘ Quotes, comments, ideas etc utilised - directly or indirectly 

— must be referenced — basically any idea that is not your own must be 

referenced! Please feel free to contact me with any queries regarding 

assignments. My e-mail address is aisling. depaor@nuigalway. ie — best 

wishes in your assignments/exams 
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