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The legalization of marijuana is a controversial topic not just in New Zealand 

but all over the world. Some people think that marijuana is great e. g. it 

relieves pain, calms you down and is not physically addictive. Other people 

do believe in this point of view the say that it can physically harm your body,

harms babies and leads to harder drugs. Firstly marijuana is not physically 

addictive. This means the body will not crave the way it will with other drugs 

such as heroin where people become so addicted that they have to take the 

drug or they will get very sick or may even die. This means it will be easier to

come off the drug because their body will not depend on it. That brings me 

to my next point. Marijuana is a weak drug compared to other such as P, 

Heroin, Cocaine and ecstasy. These dugs overdosed on can put a person in 

the intensive care unit or even kill them. There are hallucinogens like magic 

mushrooms and LSD which will make you do things to yourself like cut 

yourself or commit suicide. Marijuana can be taken as a pain reliever. For 

example people who are in pain may not be able to take other pain relief 

drugs so have to take marijuana. The chemical in marijuana that gives pain 

relief is also found naturally in the body. So marijuana is just amplifying what

occurs naturally anyway. Marijuana has one of the smallest death rates in 

the world compared to other legal drugs such as alcohol and tobacco. 

Alcohol itself is one of the biggest causes of death in the world. Although 

marijuana is not as bad as other drugs it can lead you onto those harder 

drugs such as cocaine, heroin, ecstasy and P. So if we legalize marijuana 

people after awhile are going to get board with it and move onto these 

harder more dangerous drugs. While marijuana does not affect the body like 

these other harder drugs it can still do some really bad things to you like 
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make you confused, panic, have psychotic episodes, ruin your co-ordination 

and all other sorts of nasty things. Those are some of the short term effects 

but long term it can have a toxic effect on the brain, damage nerve cells and 

like smoking can give you an increased chance of lung cancer. Also as well 

as marijuana harming adults and children it can also harm babies inside the 

womb if the mother takes it while she is pregnant. It can do things to the 

baby like cause facial deformities, heart defects, deformed joints, low birth 

weight and a small head. In conclusion there are reasons for legalizing 

marijuana such as your body cannot get physically addicted to it, it is better 

than other drugs such as heroin, ecstasy, cocaine and P, it is a good pain 

reliever and has a small death rate. Marijuana also has a lot of reasons why it

wouldn't be good idea not to legalize it like people are likely to start taking 

hard drugs after marijuana stops giving them the hit they want, it harms the 

body and can harm babies if mothers smoke it while pregnant. There are a 

lot of good reasons why and why we shouldn't legalize marijuana but you 

should decide for yourself. 
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